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‘ The Medical Library Association 
and The Physician* 


By Marjori£E J. DARRACH 


Librarian, Wayne University College 
of Medicine, Detroit, Michigan 


In his oration' at the celebration of the Centennial of the Army Medical 
Library in 1936, Sir Humphrey Rolleston says this of librarians: “Like many 
other lovers of literature, whole-time librarians usually lead secluded lives 
outside the focus of the limelight. The ideal librarian is a saintly, self-denying 
character with a keen interest not only in books but in their would-be readers, 
whose time he saves and thereby helps them, rather than himself, into print 
and prominence.” He further says that the number of medical men who have 
devoted their whole time to librarianship has been comparatively small, but 
he pays tribute to the three great bibliographer-librarians of the Army Medical 
Library—Billings, Fletcher, and Garrison. 

The history of this Association reflects a curious condition among medical 
librarians. While we might add the names of Malloch, Francis, and Larkey to 
the group of librarians who are also medical men, the name librarian has fre- 
quently been given to physicians who have directed the libraries, while a li- 
brarian has done the actual! work under a variety of titles. This state of affairs 
does not seem to exist to the same extent among librarians in other special 
fields and it is interesting to speculate whether this condition has not actually 
helped to keep the Medical Library Association a separate entity. This con- 
dition has been deplored by some members but pointed to with pride by others. 
At any rate in the early years the small association could not have existed 
without both the financial help and the prestige of its physician sponsors. For 
the last few years I have been wondering whether we are not losing something 
vital to our organization when we are losing the active interest of our physician 
members and whether mutual effort on the part of physician members and 
librarians is not essential if we are to succeed in our special field. 

It is no doubt the feeling among many of you present that the Association 
has been able to accomplish much, even though it is a small group with no 
financial backing, largely because we are closely knit in our field of interest and 
that this fundamental interest has kept us united. It is extremely important 


* Presidential address, 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, 
Colorado, June 28, 1951. 

1 Rolleston, Sir Humphrey Davy: Oration commemorating the one hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of the Army Medical Library, Washington, Mil. Surgeon 80: 5-20, Jan. 1937. 
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that we keep in mind that we are a library group and not merely a group of 
medical associates, but it is also true that we must not lose sight of our medical 
interests if we are to retain our identity as an association. The fact that librar- 
ians interested in a subject field need the cooperation of others in the same 
field is evidenced by the groups in the Special Libraries Association. The same 
tendency may be noted in our own Hospital, Pharmacy, Dental, and Medical 
School Groups. All of these are absorbed in questions having to do with their 
library problems—not with the profession which they serve. For example, the 
Pharmacy Group or the Dental Group does not invite a pharmacist or a dentist 
to speak to them but concerns itself with library problems peculiar to the 
clientele which they serve. 

Within recent years in the library world in this country we have seen that 
the librarians appointed to fill several of the most important positions have not 
been professional librarians but men from other professions. It would seem that 
librarians have failed in their calling, perhaps have got too far away from the 
people whom they serve, or perhaps it is that there are not men and women with 
sound scholarship and intellectual ability training for professional librarianship. 

In our own medical group we may find that the daily grind of the technical 
details is apt to bog us down, and perhaps the energy necessarily expended on 
seeing that each number of a periodical has been received and made ready for 
binding may prevent us from always seeing the larger aspects of our jobs. To 
prevent this, close contact with the medical profession is necessary and we must 
be interested not only in the scientific interests of our library users but the 
cultural interests as well. Our libraries must be an important living part of the 
organization to which we belong. Time and again we hear that the library should 
be the center of the medical school, that it is the one department used by 
everyone, but we must make it so in reality not merely in name. To do this we 
need the active participation of the physicians who use our library. 

Professional library interests should of course take first place. Medical 
librarians must be men and women of high intelligence and broad education or 
they cannot take their proper places as members of one profession and associ- 
ates of another profession of high scholarship. It is a short time ago that ob- 
jections were being made to the prominent place that doctors were given on our 
programs and justly so, but there is danger that we completely lose touch with 
the profession that we serve and in that case we may also lose our identity 
among special librarians. Our subject field is different from that of most other 
special librarians and it would be a pity if we were swallowed up by other 
groups. 

Certification is going to help us tremendously to raise our professional stand- 
ards as librarians. In setting up a Grade III Certificate, we have created a 
problem that may be difficult of solution. So far no means of acquiring the 
training necessary for such a certificate has been provided. With new standards 
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we are acquiring new responsibilities. But the profession with which we work 
is one of a long and outstanding record of scholarship and dignity. It seems only 
fitting that we should prepare ourselves to take this responsibility. 

It seems appropriate, then, that this Association should not draw completely 
away from the medical profession but that we should encourage active par- 
ticipation of the physicians with whom we work. The BULLETIN was es- 
tablished to be a medium of exchange of ideas between medical librarians and 
library minded physicians. There is much in the history of our Association to 
indicate how great was the influence of the physicians who acted as sponsors 
of the Association, Drs. Gould, Osler, Musser, and Dock, many of whom were 
presidents. It is true that such close relationship may have prevented certain 
developments in librarianship and especially in library techniques, but there 
has been a corresponding gain in the close relationship and sympathy between 
the medical library and library user. 

The problem then is not only to recognize the need of the physicians’ in- 
fluence in the Medical Library Association but to plan ways in which we can 
be assured of continued interest. The BULLETIN always does this to a great 
extent. It is a periodical of which we may well be proud and contains articles 
of importance to the physician as well as to the librarian, but in volume 38 
of 425 pages there were only three articles devoted to subjects of interest to the 
physician as well as the librarian; 18 articles were devoted to matters of purely 
library interest. While physicians and other scientists are not concerned in 
technical details, they are concerned with the kind of ‘service that special 
techniques help to provide. A well classified library with logical subject headings 
in its catalogue is bound to make it easier for the practitioner or the research 
worker to use the facilities of the library. 

Could we make it a custom that on the day of the annual banquet papers 
would be presented that would interest our library users? These papers would 
not have to be on subjects of interest only to the medical profession, for there 
are many phases of our work that are important both to the scientist and to 
the librarian. Physicians could provide many suggestions of ways to better 
our service and would help us to see broader aspects of our work. No doubt 
many more local library users could be induced to attend our meetings if a 
special attempt were made to provide papers that they would enjoy reading. 
We need their active participation to keep ours a Medical Library Association. 








Cooperation among British 
Medical Libraries” 


By W. R. LEFanu 


Librarian, Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, London, England 


It is a great privilege for me to address you as feliow members, for we in 
other countries who belong to the Medical Library Association greatly value 
its international membership. I have some messages from Britain which I 
am very glad to be able to deliver to you in person, thanks to your generous 
invitation to me to address this [0th Annual! Meeting. I can assure you that 
it is a truly wonderful and memorable experience to visit your great and 
beautiful country, and to take part in this convention. 

The Medical Section of our Library Association was meeting in Edinburgh 
when I sailed from home, and I received the following telegram as I was leaving 
England: 

“Meeting of Medical Section assembled in Edinburgh asks you to take 
friendly greetings to the Medical Library Association.” I am very glad to give 
you these greetings. 

I also have letters from Mr. P. S. J. Welsford, Secretary of the Library As- 
sociation and from Mr. Leslie Wilson, Director of ASLIB (the Association of 
Special Libraries), sending you their greetings, and inviting any of you who 
may be able to attend their conferences during September and October next. 

In proposing to speak to you about cooperation among British medical 
libraries, I feel guilty of having raised false hopes in your program committee. 
Cooperation among our medical libraries is still an ideal, which eludes us even 
as we grasp at it. After seeing something of some of your great libraries during 
the past two weeks, I am even more conscious of the meagreness of our achieve- 
ment at home in this direction. 

Britain is a small country, smaller than many of your states, but with a large 
population and many large cities. Our capital, London, is one of the great cities 
of the world with a vast population. The Medical Register, which is the official 
roster of all qualified medical men and women throughout the British Isles, 
now lists some 80,000 names. In addition to these, our medical schools are 
overflowing with students, and we have a very large population of visiting 
postgraduate students, particularly those from Australia and New Zealand, 
and from all the middle eastern countries, especially from Egypt, Iraq, Pakistan, 


* Read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, in Denver, Colorado, 
June 28, 1951. 
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India, and Ceylon, so there is a very large potential of medical library users in 
Britain, and we have the libraries for them. London, in particular, is very well 
provided with medical libraries, and there are good libraries in all the large 
medical centers. But we are still not satisfied that we are providing the fullest 
service that these libraries might offer. Some of us believe that this service 
could best be organized and improved through cooperative effort. 

We are also worried by the incompleteness of our coverage of medical litera- 
ture. We do not think that an absolutely complete coverage is either desirable 
or feasible, in view of the restricted resources of our libraries. But we believe 
that only by cooperating can we determine what ought to be collected and 
where it can best be allocated. 

To recapitulate: The aim of our cooperation is to achieve better distribution 
of medical literature, better coverage of publications, and better service to 
readers. I have been speaking in generalities and should come to details. 

We have no national medical library in Britain. The British Museum, our 
national library, has an unrivalled collection of British medical publications, 
through the copyright deposit. But it is not generally realized that it has also 
a very rich collection of foreign medical books and periodicals. These are, 
however, virtually dead as far as current service to the medical practitioner is 
concerned—so much so that Mr. F. C. Francis, keeper of Printed Books, has 
expressed himself publicly as personally in favor of the creation of a national 
medical library. We have two national scientific libraries, both sponsored by 
the Government, the Patent Office, which is a public reference library, and the 
Science Museum Library, which operates a large scale loan system, particularly 
for industry. Both of these cover the biological sciences, but not clinical medi- 
cine. In present conditions the formation of a national medica] library seems 
remote, which makes cooperation among the existing medical libraries all 
the more necessary. 

Just before World War ITI began, the Rockefeller Foundation made a survey 
of London’s medical libraries, with special reference to the provision of service 
to the research worker. This survey was carried out by my good friend Miss 
Beatrice Simon, of McGill University Library, during the summers of 1938 and 
1939. Although the war postponed the achievement of her proposals, some good 
results have been effected. In the first place the authorities controlling five 
important libraries in the London area approved the formation of a cooperative 
group by their librarians. These libraries are those of the London School of 
Hygiene, the Medical Research Council, the Roya! College of Surgeons, and 
the Medical Sciences Library of University College. Each of these is a special- 
ized library, but we were much gratified to have the support of one of the 
largest and most active of the general medical libraries, that of the British 
Medical Association. ‘ 

T shall return to this group in a moment, but must mention another product 
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of the Rockefeller Foundation’s survey—a directory of the medical libraries of 
Great Britain and Ireland, which was published by ASLIB in 1946. This has 
proved extremely useful in promoting mutual knowledge and cooperation. 
Needless to say, it is not only out of print, but out of date, as many new medical 
libraries have been started since the war ended, particularly in hospitals and 
in connection with our new institutes of postgraduate teaching and research. 
I need not speak of the foundation of the Medical Section of the Library Asso- 
ciation, since Mr. Bishop described it so admirably last year, though without 
telling you that it was largely created by his own hard work. It is, of course, an 
association of librarians, not libraries, but it is flourishing and growing and does 
much to promote an atmosphere in which cooperation can thrive. It has also 
organized a cooperative pool at the Wellcome Historical Medical Library for 
disposal of duplicates, which works in with your splendid exchange and also 
serves British libraries and many continental libraries direct. 

To return to our London cooperative group, our most satisfactory achieve- 
ment so far has been the completion of a union catalogue of current periodicals 
in the five libraries of the group. This has been duplicated on cards and a copy 
is available in each of the five libraries, and in three other general libraries (Brit- 
ish Museum; National Central Library; Royal Society of Medicine). At present 
we are completing a supplement which can be interpolated into the original 
union catalogue. We intend to duplicate these supplements at frequent inter- 
vals, but shortage of staff in each Library has led to delay. A generous grant 
from the Medical Research Council made possible the production of the original 
union list. 

Our group consists, as I said, of the British Medical Association’s Library, 
which in view of its constitution as the library of the members of the Associa- 
tion cooperates through courtesy and without official commitment. This is of 
course a great general medical library, and beginning with 1946 has set itself 
the task of collecting, as far as possible, all serious medical journals. Secondly, 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, a postgraduate teaching 
and research institute affiliated to the University of London, whose scope is 
indicated by its title. Thirdly, the Medical Research Council, a government 
supported library, which provides an extremely efficient service for all the 
research projects sponsored by the Council up and down the country. A list of 
these will be found in Scientific and learned societies of Great Britain 1951. 
This library is concerned principally with the biomedical sciences. Fourthly, 
the Royal College of Surgeons, a postgraduate teaching and research institute 
devoted to the promotion of the sciences basic to surgery. Fifthly, the Medical 
Sciences Library of University College, London, a university faculty library, 
primarily dealing with non-clinical medicine. 

The group thus provides the nucleus for operating a limited, domestic 
“Farmington Plan.” In fact, we have determined, in a general way, the field 
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of each library’s subject specialization, and have made some block transfers 
of periodicals from one to another library to achieve a more logical location 
of holdings. Now we are trying to allocate appropriately certain important 
periodicals which are not at present available in any of our libraries. Here we 
are met by the financial difficulties of all our libraries in this period of the 
depreciation of sterling and the fact that the group has of course no authority 
over its individual members. 

The success of our work so far is attested by the adhesion to the group of 
three other important libraries. The libraries of the Pharmaceutical Society 
and the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons are the principal libraries in 
their respective specialities and usefully widen our scope. The famous library 
of the Royal College of Physicians, now almost entirely historical, has recently 
associated itself with our work. The other members of the group are particu- 
larly glad to have gained the support of this great and influential corporation 
for our cooperative effort. 

Standing outside our group, from the nature of its private constitution, is 
our greatest medical library, the Royal Society of Medicine. This library cor- 
responds rather closely to the New York Academy of Medicine, and gives 
wide and active service to its Fellows, who are (broadly speaking) the medical 
specialists throughout Britain. It has also made its own contribution to coopera- 
tive work. 

Immediately after the end of World War II the Rockefeller Foundation 
established under the care of the Royal Society of Medicine a Central Medical 
Library Bureau, which in essence was a large photo-reproduction unit, intended 
for the re-equipment of medical libraries which had been destroyed on the 
Continent of Europe during the war. This task was achieved with remarkable 
success by depositing in the destroyed libraries microfilms of long runs of 
periodicals ubtained from many British libraries. The suggestion that every 
British medical library should in the same way obtain complete sets of micro- 
film of its imperfect journals was not, I believe, generally followed up. It ap- 
peared to be an uneconomic ideal, since our long established and well developed 
inter-library loan systems readily provide access to periodicals in our own 
small islands. In addition to the clearing system operated by the National 
Central Library and the loan-network of the Science Library, most of our 
medical libraries lend directly among themselves. 

I understand that the future of the Central Medical Library Bureau is under 
consideration, now that its first purpose has been successfully concluded. There 
is no doubt that it could fulfil a very useful role. 

The question of cooperative cataloguing is frequently made with us but no 
practical scheme has yet been accepted. Mr. Bishop in his paper given to your 
Annual Meeting last year reminded you that a retrospective union catalogue 
of the larger medical libraries would be of interest chiefly to historians. The new 
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British National Bibliography provides a tool for recording holdings of modern 

‘British publications, but this is of course only a fragment of the problem. 

The establishment of a central depository, really a more urgent problem 

‘than a cooperative catalogue, has evoked very little enthusiasm. I hope that 

" your experience of the economic advantages of such a depository may provoke 
interest in Britain. 

It is, I believe, only a coincidence that the cooperative provision of psycholog- 
ical literature is being discussed in Britain and with you at the same time. I 
notice that Miss Helen Bayne will report on the New York scheme during this 
convention, in continuation of the paper by Dr. Ilse Bry in the last BULLETIN. 
With us interest in this question has been greater perhaps among psychologists 
than among psychiatrists. You will no doubt have seen the list of psychologic 
periodicals held by 62 British libraries published in the Journal of Documen- 
tation by Mr. J. W. Scott, librarian of Birkbeck College, a non-medical school 
of the University of London. 

In the past there was a tendency for the amalgamation of medical libraries 
in Britain. The Royal Society of Medicine, our best library, was formed from 
such an amalgamation of smaller societies’ libraries and outside London this 
scheme was followed in several cities, with most notable success at Manchester, 
where the Medical] Library is probably the finest in the country outside London. 
Now the tendency is in the other direction. Potentially important libraries 

have been formed in each of the new postgraduate specialist institutes of the 
University of London, a list of which appears for the first time in the Medical 
Directory for 1951. The undergraduate medical schools in London, which are 
now more closely affiliated to the University, are drawing together for mutual 
benefit through the Medical Section of the Library Association, and the Uni- 
versity is proposing to set up a central medical library for students. 

Every librarian must occasionally under the overwhelming mass of publica- 

‘ tions think enviously of the inquisition to which the priest and the barber set 
themselves in Don Quixote’s library. I would remind you that after most of 
his books had gone through the window onto the bonfire-pile, the inquisitors 
came on a book by Cervantes and decided to spare it because (said the priest) 
“He sets out to do something and concludes nothing. We must wait for the 

‘conclusion he promises. Perhaps with amendment he will win our clemency 
that is now denied him.” 
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A Survey of the Uses of Atomic Energy 
in Contemporary Medicine* 


By Raymonp R. Lanier, Pa. D., M.D. 


Department of Radiology, University of Colorado 
School of Medicine, Denver, Colorado 


Before we can discuss the medical uses of atomic forces, we must review some 
of the modern concepts of the atom and the sources of its energy. We will not 
do this in great detail for several reasons, and the chief of these is that I am 
not qualified to do so. Your program chairman probably knew that when she 
invited me to tackle this broad and extremely complex subject. I assumed that 
she wished me to discuss atomic energy and its biological and medical effects 
in general terms and by drawing familiar analogies, or I would have declined 
the invitation. Therefore, those of you who came for a comprehensive discus- 
sion with technical, mathematical substantiation of all the theories are urged 
to spend the rest of this hour in gentle slumber, or in absorbing atomic energy 
from our glorious Colorado sun. 

The best approach to our discussion is probably the historical one. 

Atomic medicine did not spring full grown, a Phoenix from the fires of the 
first atomic explosion, nor from the immediate researches that preceded the 
bomb. The general public has been led to believe that this is true. Atomic 
medicine was hatched, a very healthy chick, more than 50 years ago. It has 
been growing steadily ever since. It is true, however, that tremendous impetus 
was given by the developments of World War II. 

Just one year after Roentgen’s discovery of X-rays in 1895, while studying 
fluorescence in vacuum tubes, and as a direct result of Roentgen’s work, a 
Frenchman named Becquerel discovered the natural “phosphorescence” of 
uranium salts. It had been suggested that Roentgen’s rays were due to the 
fluorescence of the glass of the Crookes tube that he had used, and Becquerel 
was searching among known phosphorescent compounds for similar rays, pro- 
duced by the influence of sunlight. On a cloudy day, quite by accident, he 
found that a photographic plate placed in a drawer with a uranium compound 
had been fogged by the uranium. The uranium had not been recently exposed 
to the sun. This was the discovery of natural radioactivity. If any substance 
other than uranium, or actinium, or thorium had been used by Becquerel, the 
discovery might have been seriously postponed. 

Pierre and Marie Curie had married in 1895 and were at work on the photo- 


* Read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, 
June 29, 1951. 
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chemistry of color in an adjoining laboratory. Becquerel asked Marie Curie 
to find out what element in the uranium salt acted as the source of his invisible 
rays. The Curies undertook the task and in 1898 announced to the Paris Acad- 
emy of Science that the rays were from the disintegration of atoms of uranium, 
which produced new elements, discovered by the Curies and called polonium 
and radium. 

The excited Becquerel carried a sample of the radioactive uranium compound 
in his vest pocket in the year that followed as he went from place to place, 
demonstrating this newly found property of matter. The skin of his belly 
responded by an inflammatory reaction, which Becquerel, a true scientist, 
reported in 1901. The age of the study of atomic effects in biology and medi- 
cine was thus begun. Of course, Roentgen rays were by then widely employed; 
The Roentgen Society of the United States had been organized in 1900 in 
St. Louis. 

Not much was known about atoms at that time. Across the English Channel 
Lord Rutherford found that the Becquerel rays were not homogeneous. In 
1899 he showed that some of the rays could be stopped by a sheet of paper, or 
by a few centimeters of air. These he called alpha rays. Others penetrated 
several millimeters of aluminum, or had a longer range in air, and were called 
beta rays. Rutherford identified the latter as the small particles of negative 
electricity which J. J. Thompson had described in 1897 and called “electrons.” 

In 1898 Villard found a third type of emanation from uranium which, like 
the other two, blackened photographic plates, but which could penetrate as 
much as 20 cm. of iron, or several centimeters of lead. These were termed gamma 
rays. Villard showed that these rays were like those produced by powerful 
X-ray machines. 

In 1899 Giese] firmly established the concept of these three fundamental 
atomic constituents by causing them to be discharged from a uranium source 
into the magnetic field between two charged plates. The alpha rays, positively 
charged, were attracted to the negative plate; the beta rays, negative, were 
attracted to the positive plate, while the gamma rays, uncharged, were un- 
affected and continued straight through the magnetic field. 

Alpha rays were found to be the largest of these subatomic particles; beta 
rays were much smaller, but still particulate, while gamma rays behaved like 
light and had no detectable mass. 

With this background Rutherford began experiments to reveal the structure 
of the atom. He postulated positively charged particles, called protons, and 
negatively charged particles, the electrons, massed together without order 
like peanuts in a bag. To test this idea, he bombarded a thin sheet of gold foil 
with alpha particles from polonium. He expected most of the rays to be stopped 
by the atomic barrier of the gold foil but that some would slip through the 
small cracks between the particles. Instead, most of the alpha rays went through 
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the foil as if nothing were interposed. Some were deflected as if they had 
glanced like colliding billiard balls. A few others were stopped short and 
bounced backward as if they had struck a dense mass. This evidence indicated 
that atoms were mostly empty space, with small hard cores of matter at in- 
tervals in the empty space. 

A matherratical] study of this defection of the alpha particles by Rutherford 
and especially by Bohr in 1912 led to the modern concept of the atom. Atomic 
structure is described as a small central nucleus with a positive charge, like a 
miniature sun, with negatively charged planet-like electrons whirling in definite 
orbits around the nucleus. The diameter of an atom was shown to be 10 
cm., of the nucleus 10-” cm., of the electrons 4 x 10~"* cm. If these figures mean 
little, the comparative size of the nucleus to the atomic space is approximately 
that of a BB shot in the center of a room 30 feet in diameter and 30 feet high, 
while electrons in such 4 magnified atom would still be invisible specks. 

In arranging the natural elements in a definite order from the lightest, 
hydrogen, to the heaviest, uranium, it is now shown that Nature has formed 
the elements by combining protons with uncharged particles called neutrons, 
discovered by Chadwick, in 1932, to form the nucleus, and by adding electrons 
to the orbits or shells around the nucleus. For example, hydrogen, the lightest 
element, has a simple nucleus of a single proton, and one electron to balance 
the atomic charge, while uranium, the heaviest natura! element, has a nucleus 
of 92 protons (and usually 146 neutrons) and 92 balancing electrons. Elec- 
tromagnetic forces bind most of these particles tightly together or hold them 
properly apart as they spin about in space. 

The work of the Curies had revealed that atoms with fewer than 83 protons 
and 83 electrons were stable, while those elements with more than 83 protons 
and electrons were unstable. It is as if too many particles were crowded to- 
gether in the nucleus with insufficient binding forces to hold the particles in 
one compact mass. These restless, heavy atoms constitute the naturally radio- 
active substances which decay by the loss of particles and thereby become 
more simple elements. In the process, energy is lost which may be in the form 
of X or gamma rays. For example, over a period of millions of years uranium 
becomes radium, which in turn, and by steps. becomes inert lead. While decay- 
ing to lead, uranium and its daughters are radioactive. 

Something more of modern physical concepts must be mentioned before we 
can survey the uses of atomic energy in present day biology and medicine. It 
is necessary to know about artificial radioactivity, and once more we turn to 
the genius of the Curies and Frederic Joliot. In 1934 they were observing posi- 
trons knocked from the nuclei of aluminum by alpha particles from polonium, 
when they discovered that the positrons continued to be expelled from the 
aluminum after the polonium was removed. The aluminum had become arti- 
ficially radioactive—for a short time. Half of its activity was lost every three 
minutes. 
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Since that day over 500 artificial radioactive elements have been made, most 
of them resulting from bombardment of natural elements with particles from 
uranium and its daughters in the piles at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Chalk 
River, in Canada. Some isotopes have been similarly produced in cyclotrons 
and other instruments devised to shoot nucleons (atomic particles) into target 
atoms. The half-lives of these isotopes, that is, the time in which one-half of 
their induced radioactivity is lost, ranges from fractions of a second to millions 
of years. 

Almost all of the natural elements now have radioactive sisters, or isotopes. 
All of a group of isotopes are chemically identical since they have the same 
number of orbital electrons. Those isotopes which are excited or radioactive 
are in such a state because their nucleus has had neutron, or protons added, or 
the nucleus has been shattered by a collision with an alpha particle, etc.; any 
one of these events makes nuclear mechanics unstable. In returning to stability 
these disturbed atoms give up alpha and beta and gamma rays, and become 
more simple elements. 

The production of X-rays is semewhat similar. High speed electrons are 
fired at a tungsten target ina vacuum tube. These bullet electrons strike target 
electrons in the orbits of the tungsten atoms, disturbing their stability. In the 
resultant rearrangement, the disturbed atoms seek stability, and X-rays are 
given off. Unlike the active isotopes, X-rays have no half-life. That is to say, 
they are not produced after the current is turned off. X-rays produced by 2 to 
3 million volt machines are indistinguishable from certain gamma rays. Like 
gamma rays, and alpha and beta particles, X-rays blacken photographic film, 
and their chief usefulness in biology and medicine is the production of images 
of the internal structures of the body. An X-ray film of the chest is a familiar 
example. One of Roentgen’s first experiments with these penetrating rays 
was the production of a picture of the bones of his wife’s hand. Their first 
medical use was to reveal a fracture. 

We shall now consider the biological usefulness of these radiations beyond 
their employment in making film images. 

I believe the most valuable present use of radioactive material (in biology 
and medicine), perhaps more important than the bombs, to be their tracer 
function. Radioactive atoms give out clues wherever they go in the form of 
alpha or beta particles, or gamma rays. We have described how radioactive 
isotopes go by the usual chemical pathways through the body since they are 
chemica!ly like their normal sisters. They can be traced to specific sites in 
cells and tissues, unlike inactive isotopes, because of the film blackening effect. 
This is the technique of radioautography. A thin slice of tissue suspected of 
containing the radioactive element is placed on a sensitive photographic film. 
Black spots will be formed wherever there is contact with the deposits of radio- 
active material, and by matching these areas with the histologically stained 
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tissue slice the radioactive atoms can be localized. For example, radioauto- 
graphs may be made of the bones of a growing subject by giving P32. This 
isotope of phosphorus is localized in the active areas of bone growth. Other 
bony regions take up negligible amounts of P32. Repair of fractures can be 
studied in this way. 

Radioactive atoms on tagged molecules in the body tissues or fluids can also 
be detected and studied by special instruments called scalers or Geiger coun- 
ters. These instruments give signals, visible or audible, whenever particles or 
rays are made to pass through a specially constructed tube. Results are given 
in terms of counts of particles or rays passing through the tube in a given unit 
of time. Tracer studies of radioactive iodine, I1s:, are usually done in this way. 
A dose of Is: with a known number of counts (disintegrations) per minute is 
given the patient to drink. The Is; is selectively taken up by the thyroid cells 
or excreted in the urine. ‘The ratio of counts in the region of the thyroid gland, 
or in the urine, to the counts of the original material gives the information 
desired. The normal thyroid gland usually takes up about 50 per cent of the 
administered tracer dose in 72 hours. 

Hertz and his coworkers, 1938, were the first to employ radioactive iodine in 
studying thyroid function. A vast amount of work has been done since that 
time, chiefly with I,3:, the isotope of iodine that loses half of its activity in 8 
days. Drs. Nitowsky and Puck, in this institution, are developing more accurate 
methods of I,3; tracer techniques which promise to add to our knowledge of 
kidney function as well as thyroid physiology. 

Dr. Cosmo MacKenzie, head of the University of Colorado Department of 
Biochemistry, and many other chemists and physiologists are using radio- 
active carbon,, to study carbohydrate metabolism, enzyme metabolism, and 
the secrets of the vitamins and hormones. 

The fields are ripe for a harvest of information to be gained in this way, and, 
as you can testify, papers written on the technique or describing the results of 
its use appear in growing numbers. Of the 500 or more radioactive isotopes 
produced, the majority still await employment. The future will bring more 
and more journals and books on this subject to our already crowded medical 
libraries. 

We consider next the usefulness of radioactivity and X-rays in the treatment 
of disease. Since the days of the ““Becquerel Burn” the ability of rays and par- 
ticles to modify living tissue has been studied intensively. Voluminous as the 
literature has been in the past, it also is growing at a dizzy rate, and most of 
the facts here are also still to be learned and reported. 

How do rays and atomic particles modify living cells? The fundamental 
fact in answering this question is that alpha and beta particles, X-rays, neu- 
trons, deuterons, all the photons or particles now known, act in the same way. 
They act in the same way whether presented to the body by means of an 
X-ray tube, a radium needle, a cobalt plaque, an intravenous injection of 
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P32, or as described by that repulsive term, an atomic cocktail—i.e., an Is: 
or P32 drink. This effect, produced by ionization in the body’s fluids and tissues, 
is always destructive, never stimulative. It can sometimes be useful; it can 
always be harmful. The usefulness of ionizing radiations (we can now employ 
this term for all the rays and particles we have discussed) lies in the different 
susceptibility of the various body fluids and tissues to given amounts of radia- 
tion. Certain white blood cells (lymphocytes) and cells lining the blood vessels 
are most sensitive. Next are cells lining the gastrointestinal tract and the cells 
of the reproductive glands. More resistant are cells of connective tissue, bone, 
and muscle. Most resistant of all the body tissues is the nervous system. It 
has proved a happy fact that, in many cases, diseased tissue is more susceptible 
to the damage of ionizing radiation than normal tissue. We can, therefore, 
give a dose of radiation to certain cancers, or inflammations, and damage the 
pathological tissue to the point of no recovery, and leave a margin of healing 
potential in the nearby normal tissue. In too many cases the difference in sen- 
sitivity of normal and abnormal tissue is too slight, and if we destroy the 
abnormal, we also destroy the normal, and with it an essential function, or 
perhaps life itself. 

For two generations and more radiologists have been investigating factors 
related to the responses of cells and tissues to ionizing rays, chiefly to the end 
that abnormal tissue, especially cancer, may be made more sensitive, and 
normal tissue more resistant. This goal has not been attained to our satisfaction. 
I believe it is not to be attained by the discovery of bigger machines or new 
isotopes. With those we now have, and had before 1932, we can cure many 
types of cancers of the skin, mouth and tongue, larynx, cervix, and gonads. 
We can supply the best means of prolonging comfort and life in incurable dis- 
eases of the blood and lymph nodes. It is safe to say at this point that the newer 
artificial isotopes whether by X-ray machine, radium, cobalt bomb, betatron, 
or internally or externally administered isotopes, have not afforded a single 
new cure, nor really a new method of treatment of any pathologic condition. 
It is true that some artificial isotopes have given more convenient methods of 
treatment for both patient and doctor. Furthermore, new and dramatic cures 
probably cannot be expected from advances in radiation physics since we are 
close to the ideal in the rays and particles already available. 

This is what we need and hope to see: a carrier molecule to which we can 
attach one of the current isotopes, P32, Augs, or Ihs:, and send that isotope se- 
lectively to the abnormal cells we wish to attack. It would be ideal for the mol- 
ecules with the active atoms to be taken into the cells and yield their energy 
within the cells to be destroyed, leaving adjacent normal cells unharmed. 
Innumerable technicalities and difficulties remain to be surmounted in this 
approach to the problem, but the solutions are being obtained, and hopes are 
justifiably high. 

Mechanisms of antigen-antibody combination may serve to help us localize 
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ionizations where we desire them; Dr. Cann, of our Bio-Physics Department, 
may help us at this point. All radiologists, including your speaker, earnestly 
hope for success on the part of our research friends, that they soon give us 
techniques to apply to cases now considered hopeless. 

In the meantime physicists and chemists and radiologists should not, and 
are not, idly marking time. Avenues of synergistic action between chemical 
tumor inhibitors and radiation should be discovered. For example, tumors 
whose growth can be inhibited by chemical means might prove more sus- 
ceptible to the damage of radiation. Lower doses could then be used, to spare 
the normal tissues. 

Finally, we must consider the harmful effects of ionizing radiations. A 
generation ago, therapeutic attempts frequently ended in disaster for patients 
in the forms of burns, scars, strictures, fistulae, chronic ulcers, and radiation- 
induced cancers. Today there is no excuse for such complications; they are the 
result of accidents, or carelessness, or ignorance. 

The damage was not only to. the patient. Two generations of courageous 
physicians and investigators have had a toll of radiation injury to the skin of 
their fingers and face resulting in cancer. This was because they did not realize 
the accumulative harmful effect of radiations on epithelium and endothelium. 
This type of damage is now easily avoided. However, in spite of international 
agreement on what constitutes a safe or tolerable accumulative dose, radiolo- 
gists continue to die ten times more often of leukemia (blood cancer) than their 
colleagues in fields where radiation is not employed. 

It is probable that leukemia results from genetic mutations in the stem or 
parent cells of the blood-forming tissue in bone marrow, induced by low level, 
year in and year out exposure of radiologists, particularly during fluoroscopy— 
an example of occupational hazard. Protective gloves and aprons containing 
lead are now worn, and careful attention is given to physical and mechanical 
factors in the radiologists’ equipment to try to reduce this toll. 

Genetic effects, all harmful, have been produced in plants and animals by 
small doses of radiations. No proved cases have been observed in men, probably 
because such data are hard to prove. The children of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
will be observed with keen interest for generations. In the meantime exposure 
of the gonads in persons with reproductive potentialities should be kept to a 
minimum. 

New biological concepts have come into being with atomic warfare. On the 
one hand are experts who strive to inflict as much material and biological 
damage as possible by means of ionizing rays and particles, and on the other 
are experts (who we hope will be the more expert) attempting to diminish the 
damage of what will be, most prokably, total body exposures. The bombed 
Japanese cities have given us an adequate number of cases ranging from 
minimal doses to individuals all of whom recovered with no evidence of perma- 
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nent damage (to date), to supra-lethal doses to persons who died within a few 
hours after exposure. In general, persons who died within 30 days showed 
ulceration of the gastrointestinal tract, hemorrhages in the body cavities and 
connective tissue spaces, and large areas of necrosis in their lungs with pul- 
monary edema. Microscopic study showed necrosis of the bone marrow (blood- 
forming tissue) and of the intestinal epithelium and germinal cells. Deaths after 
30 days were almost all due to inability of the body to combat infections. 
Deaths due to irradiation did not occur in significant numbers in Japan after 
8 weeks. 


The best treatment available at this time for those patients with a chance 
at survival, usually those who received less than 400 r total body exposure, is 
prompt and repeated transfusion and adequate protective doses of antibac- 
terial drugs plus, of course, the supportive measures given any seriously ill 
person. 

It is necessary to bring this outline to an arbitrary close. The subject requires 
more than your good nature can endure for an adequate review. It requires 
more years and effort than I have spent so far for real comprehension. 

Radiology is the most exciting pursuit I know. You can see that the rewards 
of success are high; the punishments for failure are severe. Success may depend 
on awareness in many fields. This in turn depends on a rapid and easy inter- 
change of information between various specialists. It is your responsibility as 
custodians of the records to make this intercommunication of knowledge 


efficient and effective. You can do this better by understanding our problems. 
Therefore, the real reason for this discussion has been to make your con- 
tribution to scientific endeavor more efficient and more pleasant. 





Psychiatric Libraries in 
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By Vesta WALKER 


Librarian, Menninger Clinic 
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AND 
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Chief Librarian, Winter V. A. Hospital 
Topeka, Kansas 


“Psychiatry is a medical speciality, a professional discipline. It is a body of 
knowledge pertaining to the phenomena of disease pictures of certain types and 
to the effective therapeutic techniques applicable to these disease conditions. 
But psychiatry is more than that. It can be said to be a point of view in medical 
science, a point of view which contemplates the human being as an entity, 
subject to scientific study only if psychological and social factors are given a 
status equivalent to physical and chemical factors, and only if all of these 
factors are considered in their interacting and interrelated aspects.”! 

Psychiatry, as a specialized branch of medicine, is young; psychiatric libraries 
are younger. The three libraries in Topeka which are specifically dedicated to 
furnish resource material for this broad medical specialty are the Menninger 
Clinic Library, Winter Veterans Administration Hospital Medical Library, and 
the Topeka State Hospital Professional Library. 

The Menninger Clinic Library was started in 1930 to be followed in 1946 by 
the Winter Veterans Administration Hospital Medical Library. The Topeka 
State Hospital Professional Library was not started until 1950. 

Before we go more specifically into the libraries, we pause briefly to review 
the history of these three institutions. 

Quoting from Albert Deutsch’s ““The Menningers of Topeka” which appeared 
in Survey Graphic, September, 1947: “The Menninger Brothers are to Topeka 
what the Mayos were to Rochester, Minnesota. The Mayos brought surgical 
skill and a dream to Rochester, and the world beat a path to their door. The 
Menningers brought Freud to the plains of Kansas and made Topeka one of 
the world’s great psychiatric centers. Everybody in Rochester came to know 


* Published with the permission of the Chief Medical Director, Department of Medicine 
and Surgery, Veterans Administration, who assumes no responsibility for the opinions ex- 
pressed or conclusions drawn by the author. 

Read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, June 
30, 1951. 

1 From “Philosophy of the School,” a chapter in the Menninger School of Psychiatry 
catalog, May 1950. p. 3. 
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the Mayos as Dr. Charlie and Dr. Will. The Menningers in Topeka are Dr. 
Karl and Dr. Will. The Menninger Clinic, like the Mayo Clinic, was developed 
by sons of a pioneer country doctor, and like the Mayos, again, it represents 
the triumph of a modern therapeutic ideal: teamwork or group medicine. The 
Menningers have applied it as successfully to psychiatry as the Mayos did to 
surgery.” 

In 1908 after Dr. C. F. Menninger had spent a week in Rochester at the 
Mayo Clinic he returned to Topeka determined to start a group practice clinic. 
None of his colleagues were interested so he patiently waited for his sons to 
grow up. In 1923 Dr. Karl and his father started the Menninger Clinic. Dr. 
Will joined them in 1925. In 1941 the Menninger Foundation was incorporated 
as a non-profit organization with these four objectives as its functions: training, 
treatment, research, and prevention of mental illness. 

To carry out the educational objectives and to help meet the need for trained 
psychiatrists the Menninger School of Psychiatry was announced in the fall 
of 1945. In December of 1945 the Army vacated Winter General Hospital and 
the Veterans Administration took it over as a psychiatric teaching center, with 
the understanding that the Veterans Administration residents would be en- 
rolled in the Menninger School of Psychiatry. Dr. Karl Menninger gave up his 
clinical work at the Menninger Clinic in order to serve as Manager of the new 
hospital, simultaneously acting as General Director of the Foundation’s Edu- 
cation Department. Between January 2, 1946 and March 1, 1946, the first 
group of Fellows were selected and enrolled in the School of Psychiatry, most 
of them residents at Winter Veterans Administration Hospital. 

To start the Menninger Clinic Library Dr. C. F. Menninger and his sons, 
Dr. Karl and Dr. Will, gave many books from their private collections. These 
three continue to contribute many books to the library which now has grown 
to include some 7,500 volumes and receives currently 180 journals. 

The librarian serves as chairman of the library committee, which consists of 
three members of the professional staff, the Director of the Division of Pub- 
lications, and the librarian. They work together on library policies, on making 
book selections, and on the assigning of books for review in the Bulletin of the 
Menninger Clinic. These books are in turn property of the library. 

The Winter Veterans Administration Hospital Medical Library was estab- 
lished in 1946 in accordance with plans made by the Central Office of the Vet- 
erans Administration in Washington. Dr. Harvey J. Thompkins, Chief of Psy- 
chiatry and Neurology for the Veterans Administration, and Dr. Karl 
Menninger, Manager of Winter, spearheaded the drive to organize an effective 
medical library to meet the requirements of the Veterans Administration’s 
largest psychiatric training center. The War Department turned over to the 
Veterans Administration approximately 500 volumes which served as the basic 
book collection until additional medical and psychiatric material could be 
purchased. The Winter Veterans Administration Medical Library now houses 
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about 4,000 books with approximately two thirds of these in psychiatry or 
allied fields. It also contains 1300 volumes of medical journals and receives 
about 200 medical journals. Winter Veterans Administration Hospital, as we 
have said, is established as a medical teaching center. Specializing in psy- 
chiatry, with courses, field placements, or residencies for psychiatrists, psy- 
chologists, social workers, nurses, aides, and special therapists, the Veterans 
Administration Hospital has also offered residencies in neurology, surgery, and 
internal medicine. Nearly 300 physicians and approximately 2,000 other spec- 
ialists have been enrolled in these educational programs. 

The Veterans Administration Medical Library is operated by two medical 
librarians and the Chief Librarian, who is also responsible for reading service 
to patients as well as to staff and residents. A Medica] Library Committee 
serves as liaison between the library and the medical staff and advises the 
librarians in the selection of medical books and periodicals. 

The Topeka State Hospital was built in 1879 and went along for years, as 
did most state hospitals, isolated from and misunderstood by the public. In 
1948 the Topeka State Hospital was reorganized. An advisory committee 
appointed by Governor Frank Carlson, in making recommendations for im- 
proving the hospital, recommended that the hospital become a teaching 
institution. To implement this recommendation, a Committee on Education, 
composed of Dr. Karl Menninger, Director of Education at the Menninger 
Foundation, and Dr. Franklin Murphy, Dean of the University of Kansas 
School of Medicine, was appointed. 

As a result of the recommendations, a psychiatric residency program was 
established and eleven psychiatric residents appointed. A training program for 
fifteen medical externs was carried out in the summer of 1950. Five field trainees 
in psychology and eight trainees in social service were enrolled. Fifty students 
were enrolled in the Menninger Foundation School for Psychiatric Aides, an 
experimental program endowed by the Rockefeller Foundation to give in- 
tensive training for one year to selected psychiatric aides. In addition to the 
intensive training programs at Topeka State Hospital, a completely new pro- 
fessional staff was employed—psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, ad- 
junctive therapists, nurses, dentists, and other specialists. 

Because of the active programs at Topeka State Hospital, a centrally located 
library was imperative. The hospital superintendent appointed a Library 
Committee whose first task was to hire a professional librarian and formulate 
library policies and needs. The newly employed librarian worked with the 
committee from the beginning. On July 1, 1950, the Professional Library opened. 
Books and journals which had been in offices throughout the hospital were 
brought together in the Education Building where the class rooms were also 
located. Journal subscriptions were increased, and a comprehensive collection 
of new books was added to the library. One of the most important holdings of 
the Professional Library is the Journal of Insanity (now the American Journal 
of Psychiatry) which is complete from 1844 to 1877, and 1913 to date. 
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Because the professional staffs of these three hospitals are devoted to diag- 
nosis and treatment of nervous and mental diseases, teaching and research, the 
libraries contain books in this medical specialty. The fields in which it is neces- 
sary to maintain an extensive and up-to-date collection are: Psychiatry, 
neurology, neurosurgery, psychoanalysis, child psychiatry, psychology, mental 
hygiene, psychiatric social work, and the special therapies, such as occupational, 
recreational, educational, and music therapy. 

Related fields in which an attempt is made to maintain outstanding books, 
but not extensive collections are: anthropology, marriage, sex hygiene, sociology, 
social pathology, criminology, religion, mental deficiency, biochemistry, bio- 
physics, and hospital administration. A few standard up-to-date titles in the 
field of general medical practice and therapeutics meet most of the needs. 
Other medical specialities are covered in the journal collections rather than in 
book collections. 

Books in the Menninger Clinic Library and the Topeka State Hospital 
Professional Library are classified according to the Miller system, a classifica- 
tion worked out by Dr. Joseph S. A. Miller, Clinical Director, Rockland State 
Hospital, Orangeburg, New York. This classification was designed for a small. 
psychiatric library and was published in the April 1946 issue of the Bullelin 
of the Medical Library Association. The system has been expanded to meet the 
needs of the specific libraries. Printed Library of Congress cards are used in the 
card catalogs of these two libraries. Cataloging for Winter Veterans Adminis- 
tration Hospital Medical Library is done at the Veterans Administration 
headquarters in Washington. The Army Medical Library classification system 
is used for all Veterans Administration medical libraries. Vertical files supple- 
ment the book and journal collections. 

It is not the aim or the desire of the librarians to duplicate the holdings 
aside from the basic needs of each of the libraries. Through cooperation. we: 
hope to provide as many books and journals in our specialties and related 
fields as possible. 

To augment our own collections, we are fortunate in having a variety of 
libraries in Topeka. The Stormont Medical Library, a department of the 
Kansas State Library, is a living memorial to Dr. David W. Stormont. Interest 
from the original bequest made by Dr. Stormont’s wife and appropriations by 
the Kansas legislature provide the funds for the continuance and growth of the 
library. The Shawnee County Medical Society Library, the State Board of 
Health Laboratory Library, and the Burrow Nursing Home Medical Library 
meet the medical needs of the groups they serve. Their resources are available, 
as are ours, to the other libraries. In addition to these medica] resources we have 
the Kansas State Library of which the State Law Library is a branch, the State 
Social Welfare Library, the State Historical Library, and Washburn Municipal 
University Library. 
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In considering a Doctor’s views on what a psychiatric collection in a medical 
school library should coutain and what service the library should render, it seemed 
best to spend a few minutes in discussing together something about the philos- 
ophy which I think should underlie a collection of psychiatric books, since it 
is on the basis of this philosophy that I have considered the whole problem we 
are planning to discuss together. Hawkins,' in his article, On the philosophy of 
medicine, reminds us that “...the place of medicine among the sciences is 
both central and unique. In its original motivation, medicine differs from the 
other sciences, concerned as it is with matters very close to essential human 
anxieties. From the beginning the medical investigator has stood in a special 
moral relation to his society, a relation rather different from that of the engi- 
neer or the mathematician. It can be shown historically that the morality of 
science—in its unity and discipline in the search for truth, its determination to 
follow the truth lead where it may—has not come about automatically or 
accidentally, but through a struggle in which the example and influence of 
medicine has been a decisive influence. 

“The initial evidence for this thesis is contained in the Hippocratic writings, 
where we are made aware that no artificial barrier limits the physician to the 
study of intraorganic phenomena. The whole world is man’s home, and whatever 
happens in nature or society has a present or potential bearing on human health. 
He who is committed to the furtherence of life must take all science as his 
profession.” 

Considering a psychiatric collection in a medical school library from this 
standpoint, we can reach four major conclusions regarding our collection of 
psychiatric books: 

First, the books should bring to the student and the physician an awareness 
of the changing cultural, social, and economic order. The undergraduate or 
graduate student should be given a full appreciation of the extent and com- 


* Read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, 
June 30, 1951. 
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plexity of human problems, and should be exposed to ideas which have been 
accepted as part of our intellectual heritage. Those who become leaders in 
their respective communities particularly need the mature attitudes engendered 
by a deep knowledge of human behavior and a sensitive awareness of the needs 
and rights of all persons in the community.’ The library, the medical school, 
the physician, and the community should not be viewed as closed systems, but 
as continuously interacting, each influencing the other selectively toward 
change.” 

Moreover, not only does the library need to stress the various and varying 
aspects of society, it also needs to include the various schools of thought in the 
field of psychiatry itself. By listing books written from a different viewpoint, 
we are helping the student to develop not only the power of observation (or of 
the ability to read), but also the quality of critical judgment as well. 

We could say of books, and of psychiatry in general, what has been said 
relative to creative activity in general: that far more creative activity results 
from the bringing together of peoples (or books) with widely diverse back- 
grounds than is found when groups (or books) with similar backgrounds, be- 
liefs, and behavior combine. A further comment here might be in order: books 
can only bring to the physician an awareness of the changing cultural, social, 
and economic order when the physician reads them. 

I believe it is entirely possible to have an “overprotective” library or an 
“overprotective” librarian who does all the basic bibliography (even sometimes 
to the point of reading and abstracting the articles) for the medical school 
professor or for the practicing physician who wants “to read’’ in a certain 
specific area. This is over-protectiveness, actual over-indulgence of the in- 
dividual and it discourages growth, weakens the personality, and infantilizes 
the person. 

It has long been generally recognized that the best learning is that which 
includes active participation by the individual; this also could be applied to a 
medical library. The best library is one which encourages active participation 
of the reader. This participation is more likely to occur if the library shelves are 
open for browsing, if the reading room includes facilities for smoking, and if 
comfortable chairs are placed in an informal fashion about the room for the 
use of those who wish to read without note-taking. 

Further, as Karl Menninger has stated,® by including books “‘in ancillary 
fields which are of interest to psychiatrists, we have also hoped to be able to 
provide students and practitioners in these fields with an idea of the manner 
in which they can contribute to the broadening of the psychiatrist’s range of 
comprehension and to show them, by implication, what type of material per- 
taining to their respective fields chiefly interests psychiatrists or has been found 
useful by them.” Such ancillary areas that are particularly relevant are those 
of philosophy, psychology, anthropology, ethnology, social work, sociology, 
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religion, the various fields of the creative arts, social and cultural history, and 
education. 

“The psychiatrist who seeks to achieve the best possible results must sys- 
tematically familiarize himself with the specific nature of the various ancillary 
sciences and techniques which he uses.”* Menninger adds further that this is 
particularly true if one has a “conviction of the usefulness and importance of 
the therapeutic team in the management and treatment of the mentally ill.’’® 

I am personally interested in the use of creative literature, including the 
theatre, in providing vivid examples of mental dynamics in everyday life. In 
the anthology titled Psychology through Literature,’ the authors provide us with 
several striking examples from creative writing of the author’s portrayal of 
various factors which may enter into the formation of the personality. To illus- 
trate this, it is only necessary to cite some of the chapters in the book Psy- 
chology through Literature, together with some of the works from which Shrodes 
et al. chose their selections: 


The Formation of the Personality 
The Physical Heritage 


Somerset Maugham Of Human Bondage 
I III 05 Sis wie nals Obes ac cele oueeearece And Man 
Thomas Wolfe Look Homeward Angel 


The Influence of the Family 


Samuel Butler The Way of All Flesh 
Marcel Proust Swann’s Way 
Virginia Woolf To the Lighthouse 


Social and Economic Pressures 


Virginia Woolf The New Dress 
CEE Oe TTL An American Tragedy 
William Faulkner Dry September 
Romain Rolland Jean Christophe 


William Shakespeare Othello 

Thomas Hardy The Return of the Native 
Romain Rolland Jean Christophe 

William Ellery Leonard .......... 2.2.2 cccceeceeee . The Locomotive God 
MNT a5 5..6 hos <a ana Dee oc pcalescowae eee kien Native Son 


Adjustment and Maladjustment of the Personality 
Dreams and the Unconscious 


Millen Brand The Outward Room 
James Joyce Ulysses 
Marcel Proust The Guermantes Way 
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The Neuroses 


Madame Bovary 
Sons and Lovers 
William Shakespeare 
Somerset Maugham 


Paul’s Case 
A Mind That Found Itself 
The Brothers Karamazov 


Rome® writes, ‘the highly significant role that the theatre has played in 
western culture cannot be ascribed to its entertainment value alone. Its capacity 
to highlight life situations, its insight into human emotions, its capacity for 
caricature, in brief, its ability to teach the affairs of men and their foibles has 
been as true of ‘Oedipus Rex,’ as it is of ‘Death of a Salesman.’ Take for ex- 
ample the case studies in Euripedes’ ‘Medea,’ Shakespeare’s ‘Taming of the 
Shrew,’ Racine’s ‘Phaedre,’ Ibsen’s ‘Ghosts,’ and Williams’ ‘Streetcar Named 
Desire.’ Surely you will agree that as technically proficient psychopathologically 
consistent summaries of human behavior there are few ‘scientific’ productions 
that are their equal.” 

My second major point for our discussion is that the psychiatric collection in 
a medical library should be planned so as to be useful and meaningful to other 
specialty groups in medicine as a whole. The psychiatric collection should be 
part of the over-all goal of the establishment of an integrated library in which 
all aspects of medicine are considered from the standpoint of structure, develop- 
ment, function, and disease of a total person living in a society. Psychiatric 
books help to emphasize the adaptive process in both health and disease. More- 
over, in addition to the psychiatric collection a medical library should have 
duplicate copies of those psychiatric books which are particularly pertinent to 
other medical specialties included in the library’s collection of that specialty. 
To illustrate: In the orthopedic section of the medical library should be psychi- 
atric books written on such topics as the emotional aspects of crippling disease, 
the emotional factors in convalescence and rehabilitation, etc. 

A third point for our consideration would be the planning of a section within 
our psychiatric library of psychiatric books especially grouped in relation to 
the medical school curriculum in psychiatry, according to subjects covered in 
the various years. For example: there should be a Freshman section which 
would include volumes on psychiatry as a basic science, and books illustrating 
normal personality development as part of normal growth. 

In the Sophomore section we could include psychiatric books that deal with 
anxiety and the mechanisms of defense, those on the effect of emotions on the 
body, and some on the patient-physician relationship. 
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In the section for the Junior year our psychiatric books would include se- 
lected volumes on clinical psychiatry, psychopathology, psychodynamics, and 
methods of interviewing. 

In the section for Senior students we could include volumes on the relation 
of neuroses and character problems to psychosomatic disease, and books on the 
basic techniques of psychiatric therapies. 

In considering the establishment of these sections related to the medical 
school curriculum, we are aided in our task of which particular psychiatric 
books to choose out of the many by Menninger’s recently compiled Guide to 
Psychiatric Books.® 

Fourth and last, I feel that the psychiatric collection in a medical library 
should be community-minded. There are mainly two major communities for us 
to consider: 

1. The community represented by the medical profession. 

In order to keep their needs clearly before us, there should be a psychiatrist 
on the Library Committee; short reviews of new psychiatric books acquired by 
the Library should be distributed to the psychiatrists of the medical staff and 
posted for the medical students; the needs of both basic and advanced students 
must be considered in the purchase of books and subscriptions to journals; and, 
at best, one of the staff librarians should have a healthy interest in the field of 
psychiatry. 

2. The community as represented by the lay public. 

Part of the psychiatric collection of a medical school library should be de- 
voted to health education. Ministers, teachers, and all the others who have to 
help people with their job of every-day living in the community should be 
able to find books and pamphlets on marriage, the family, child-raising, social 
psychology, the community, industrial and occupational problems, recreational 
and occupational therapy, and creative therapies. Further, our community- 
minded psychiatric library should include volumes on psychiatric nursing and 
psychiatric social work. A large number of pamphlets (about 700) on mental 
health and mental illness have been published by various organizations and 
have been catalogued in the excellent list published by the U. S. Public Health 
Service.' Moreover, in the sense of total community service, the psychiatric 
section of our medical library should include pertinent material on the various 
social agencies and other community resources in its particular city. 

A psychiatric collection in a medical library which follows these four major 
points expresses the realization that: “As our knowledge of human personality 
increases, it becomes more and more clear that we are involved in the study 
of a network of relations which cannot be localized within the organism. The 
distinctive characteristics of human beings are associated with their tool- 
making abilities on the one hand, and their linguistic capacities on the other. 
The detachable and extra-corporeal nature of tools makes possible the social 
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continuum of technology, freeing its development from dependence on biological 
evolution. The development of language creates, in an analogus manner, a 
cultural continuum of knowledge and expression which grows with individual 
experience and does not die with it. On both counts man is a social animal, and 
it is only in the social context that what we call personality ‘lives and moves 
and has its being.’ 

“The adult personality exists only through his relations to the social and 
physical environment. When these relations are distorted, the personality is 
distorted. The richness of a personality is inseparable from the richness of its 
working connections with the world. A person who lacks dynamic relatedness 
with his environment is to that degree not much of a person.’’! 

This is the essential of the attitudes which I expect to find in a medical 
library, in the library’s collection of psychiatric books, and also in the philosophy 
of the librarian herself. 
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Just what would you do if you were asked to establish a psychiatric library 
with unlimited funds at your disposal? Would you not try to get some basic 
bibliographies and finding lists? We have taken this step for you and have 
examined the more important bibliographies in the field of psychiatric litera- 
ture—and here is our report. 

Besterman’s® World Bibliography of Bibliographies and Bohatta and Hodes’ 
include psychiatry. A check in the main medical and psychiatric libraries shows 
that their small lists are fairly complete. These twenty-five bibliographies 
themselves are somewhat limited, however. Those which refer to the 19th and 
20th centuries are devoted to special topics, such as hypnosis or war neuro- 
ses; §- 8 if they are more general, they are restricted to the literature of one 
country over a certain number of years," * or, if they are international in 
scope, they usually cover the yearly output.®: '': 7». 2° The only really com- 
prehensive bibliography is Laehr’s® 3-volume work, which spans the period 
from 1459 to 1799. The year 1800, however, is considered the beginning of 
scientific psychiatry. Already, at first glance, it seems as though our biblio- 
graphical resources are too little and too early. 

Besterman® indicates the number of items covered by each bibliography, 
with a total of approximately 100,000 for psychiatry alone. But we wish to 
warn you that these figures are totally misleading for those who would expect 
that each number refers to a separate bibliographical unit. Let us look more 
closely at some of these books and see what they will do for us in our attempt 
to build up a psychiatric collection. 

Laehr,* with 15,000 items to his credit, contains background material, much 
of which still seems surprisingly relevant. But it would need the eye of the 
expert to select what would belong in a psychiatric library of the 1950’s, and 


* Read at 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, June 
30, 1951. 
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then it is very doubtful that even that material could be obtained today. Be- 
sides, the bibliography is arranged by year and, therefore, awkward to use. 
This also applies to the earlier work of the same author, which is limited to 
the literature of the 18th century. 

Our sources include several bibliographies by Friedreich.: *°:*! From the 
entry” in Bohatta and Hodes, you might expect a bibliographical coverage for 
the years 1801 to 1836 in a book of 500 pages. Actually, there are six intro- 
ductory pages with 57 titles, which are extensively reviewed in the body of 
the book. 

Another work of Friedreich"” listed in Besterman contains 4126 numbers, 
but, upon examining this book, we found that it consists chiefly of very brief 
page references which are sketchily identified. A spot check showed that out of 
23 consecutive items, seven referred to various pages in the same source. These 
are difficult of verification because there is no one list giving the bibliographical 
information for the books and papers thus analyzed. These two works, there- 
fore, are bibliographies only in a remote sense. One is a collection of book re- 
views, the other is an analytical index, assuming familiarity with a literature 
which is now obsolete and esoteric. 

The Bibliographischer Semesterbericht, edited by G. H. Buschan," covers the 
years 1895 to 1899 on an international scale. It is carefully classified and an 
interesting reference work for that pre-psychoanalytic period. (As sometimes 
happens in these early contemporary bibliographies, the name of the founder 
of psychoanalysis appears as Sigmund Freund, German for “friend,” instead 
of the then less familiar Freud.) Unfortunately for our purpose, the great 
majority of the entries refer to articles in the periodical literature of that time. 
Upon examining several pages with about 25 references on each, we found an 
average of one book and one dissertation per page. Considering the brief 
period covered, it would not be worth your time to pick out books for your 
library from Buschan. The same holds true, if our sampling is an indication, for 
the whole type of serials known variously as Berichte,> Jahresberichte,”: * 
Fortschritte,” or Progress,*' which list or review the psychiatric literature of 
the year. We believe that 4 per cent is a generous estimate of the monographs 
distributed in these major bibliographical sources. This percentage includes 
dissertations as well as books. 

Rickman’s Index Psychoanalyticus, 1893-1926" \eads us only halfway through 
the literature of psychoanalysis which has kept growing in the 25 years since 
Rickman’s closing date. This index is being brought up to date under the 
title of The Psychoanalytic Index by Dr. Alexander Grinstein,” and will appear 
in about a year. The older work is arranged by author, but is not easy to use 
because it gives the publications in chronological order. As the title suggests, 
this is an index to the psychoanalytic literature, a basis for answering reference 
questions, but not for assembling a psychoanalytic collection. Not more than 
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a small fraction of the 4739 items are monographs. Our hypothesis of a propor- 
tion of 4 per cent at most is strengthened by the following figures. There are 
about half a dozen publications of Karl Abraham! in book form, but 137 items 
appear in Rickman under his name. Sandor Ferenczi'* wrote nine books, in- 
cluding translations, and yet Rickman lists 300 references. 

When we look more closely at some of the books given by Rickman, we note 
that they tend to fall into three categories: (1) collected papers, (2) reprints 
from the classic psychoanalytic journals, and (3) monographs in series, some 
edited by Freud, e. g., Neue Arbeiten zur dratlichen Psychoanalyse,® and Schriften 
zur angewandten Seelenkunde.** We will come back to this point later. 

You will find a similar difficulty in using bio-bibliographical works and other 
types of author bibliographies. There are historical works, which cover a 
group of psychiatrists and their writings.* An outstanding example is Seme- 
laigne’s book on pioneers in French psychiatry from the 16th to the 20th 
centuries.“ 

Others are limited to an individual psychiatrist, e.g., Jacobi’s book on C. G. 
Jung.” Such bibliographies may make some kind of distinction, for instance, 
between original publications and translations, or between general writings 
and book reviews, but on the whole the author’s books, contributions to books, 
periodical articles, and lectures and pamphlets (often consisting of reprinted 
articles) are listed in the same sequence. It would be a never ending task to 
identify the books in which we are interested for our psychiatric library. 

Quite a number of such author bibliographies are available. They may be 
appended to posthumous editions of the authors’ works (Abraham,! Ferenczi,'® 
Freud!*); to Festschriften (Réheim*); to autobiographical accounts (Jelliffe®) ; 
and to obituaries and articles of appreciation (Jelliffe;** Rorschach**). As you 
probably know, the journal Psychiatry publishes up-to-date bibliographies of 
the contributors to each issue. 

An interesting example of a compilation of the literature devoted to one facet 
of the subject is the monumental Gasiorowski bibliography of military psy- 
chology,” comprising 6382 titles, 90 per cent of them between 1900 and 1933. 
Only two copies of this work are in this country, one at Brown University and 
the other in the Library of Congress. H. L. Ansbacher,* who described the 
bibliography, also made a subject index in English, which appears in the positive 
microfilm copies on sale at Brown University. From our point of view, this 
highly specialized treatment is not what is needed as a corner stone for the 
building of our collection; it will be valuable as a final check on the holdings. 

We will keep these sources in mind for our future reference collection, but 
for the present we may as well forget about them. Do not misunderstand us. 
We are not criticizing these bibliographies as such; we are criticizing the 
assumption that they could serve as convenient bases for the establishment of 
a psychiatric library. And while we are on the subject of the difference between 
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bibliographies for research use and finding lists, we should like to mention two 
modern bibliographies which are indispensable for the research worker: Hunt”® 
and Fenichel.'® In these, also, references to journal articles predominate, re- 
flecting the fact that in psychiatry, as in all science, the essence of the work 
in hand appears in periodicals. We have tried to illustrate our points with the 
less familiar bibliographies whose titles, at first blush, would intrigue you into 
thinking that here is your answer. You will find it easy to apply our comments 
to your own working reference collection—The Index-Catalogue, Psychological 
Abstracts, and the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. 

Even though these bibliographies chiefly cover periodical literature, they 
cannot be used as a guide to our subscription list, drawing, as they do, on titles 
too general, such as state medical journals, The Lancet, or Science. Moreover, 
what you would want in selecting the periodicals for your library is not a bibli- 
ography of periodical articles, but a list of journals relating to psychiatry. 
Such a list is being compiled by the Psychoanalytic Collections Conference of 
New York City, with Miss Janet Doe as Acting Chairman. 

As the ideas and the work of this group of seven librarians who have psy- 
chiatric collections in their charge have been set forth in a paper just published 
in the April, 1951, issue of the Bulletin of the Medical Library Association,° 
we need not take your time here to tell you about it in detail. We should just 
like to draw your attention to the first bibliographical project sponsored by 
our cooperating institutions. 

In brief, each of us took a section of the Union List of Serials and went through 
it title by title, checking every entry which had anything to do with psychi- 
atry, psychoanalysis, psychology, and the allied medical and social sciences, 
journals as well as monographic series and reports. From the estimated 5,000 
titles thus assembled we mean to construct a master list of serials in these 
fields. Miss Laura Cummings, Senior Cataloger, Columbia University Libraries, 
has accepted the editorship on a voluntary basis. In fact, the entire under- 
taking has been a labor of love. It is hoped that Miss Cummings herself will 
report on the results of her editorial work in the near future. This list repre- 
sents the first attempt to bring together the periodical literature of interest to 
psychiatrists and members of associated professions without any limitations as 
to time, place, language, or intrinsic merit. 

To what, then, shall we turn in our search for a buying list for books? We 
have examined four bibliographies which limit themselves to monographs, but 
they also would have to be used with caution. 

The Catalogue of Library of the Royal Medico-Psychological Association” 
allegedly lists 1150 items. Although dated 1928, fully two-thirds are references 
to 19th century material, including reprints and hospital reports. The classic 
psychiatric literature is represented by important selections, yet the biblio- 
graphical entries are often inadequate; place and publisher are not given, and 
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many titles are inverted in order to put the key word at the beginning. In 
spite of its limited scope, this list might suggest the historical nucleus for a 
psychiatric library. 

We could supplement the Ca/alogue with the Tunnell list based on the 
outstanding psychology collection at Columbia University and with the biblio- 
graphy appended to Nicole’s Psychopathology; a Survey of Modern Approaches.” 
It deliberately excludes books published prior to 1900 and thus picks up where 
the Catalogue leaves off. It is further limited to works of authors mentioned in 
the text and only to those written in, or translated into, English; also without 
indicating place and publisher. On the other hand, it is almost too inclusive in 
some respects, for instance, in the direction of educational psychology. In this 
bibliography we get a fairly good sampling of the 20th century authors who 
should be represented in our collection, although, again, this is not a convenient 
buying list. 

The author states that the purpose of his bibliography is to guide the reader. 
He blithely takes it for granted that someone has already guided the librarian, 
who would have assembled all the furnishings for such a reader’s field day. The 
same applies to other compilations of books only. Two recent ones are: the 
annotated Harvard List of Books in Psychology,™ and the Guide to Psychiatric 
Books, by Karl A. Menninger and George Devereux.** This idea.of recom- 
mended readings accounts for certain characteristics which are an aid to the 
reader but less helpful for psychiatric book selection: (1) the wide margin 
allowed for background reading, for which the psychiatrist should turn to the 
more general library of a university; (2) the classified arrangement, which 
distributes the works of an author under different headings, and frequently 
duplicates entries; and (3) the listings by individual title of monographs pub- 
lished in series form, with or without identification of the series. 

This leads us to the prominent role which monographic series play in the 
psychiatric and psychoanalytic literature. 

We are at this point left without the props which we had thought we had in 
the form of bibliographical aids. To be sure, we cannot abandon the problem at 
this stage of defeatism. An organization of the literature more adequate for 
book selection and book ordering is needed. This is a challenge for us as li- 
brarians, as we cannot expect the research workers or other specialists in psy- 
chiatry to compile their bibliographies in the form which will suit our job of 
building a psychiatric library. 

The spade work toward our solution of the problem has been done by the 
cooperating psychiatric libraries of New York City, with the Master List of 
Serials which we have already described to you. In the course of examining the 
bibliographies for this paper, another idea has occurred to the writers, which 
we hope to present to the New York group for their consideration. In order 
to carry out such a related cooperative project, it would further be necessary 
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to appeal to every one here and to all other interested members of the Associa- 
tion who are not present for their help. Although the following is as yet only a 
proposition and not an accepted project, we wish to outline to you briefly a 
plan for a check list of monographic series in psychiatry, psychoanalysis, and 
allied subjects. 

You will all have observed the frequency of series titles in the books and on 
the printed catalog cards with which you work every day. The Menninger- 
Devereux Guide* is a case in point. It is Number 7 of the Menninger Clinic 
Monograph Series.*® This form of publication has been especially widespread 
on the Continent, and it is on the increase in this country, witness the Psycho- 
somatic Medicine Monographs,” the Research Monographs of the American 
Orthopsychiatric Association,” and the very recent appearance of Number 1 
of the Austen Riggs Foundation Monographs,‘ the work of Dr. David Rapa- 
port,** who has previously contributed to the monograph series of the Men- 
ninger Clinic. 

We believe we have an explanation for the wealth of publications of this 
type. In Europe they often are the outlet for dissertations which are required to 
be printed as well as for other scholarly writings of limited appeal. The standing 
orders of libraries for the series as a whole make it possible for the publisher to 
print such works which otherwise would be too great a financial risk. 

In our estimate, at least 200 such series exist in our field. Some of them 
include up to a hundred titles or more. Taking 30 per series as a fair average, 
we would have a potential collection of 6000 books, many of which represent 
basic work in this subject, at least contributions of historical interest. In most 
instances the Union List shows spotty, if any holdings, and yet we know that 
some libraries which have failed to report the title at all actually have the 
books, but not serially cataloged. It would be difficult indeed to locate in our 
libraries the complete information as to (a) what these series cover and (b) 
what of the series is owned. 

Monographic series are often confused with journals. We, therefore, propose 
to compile first a list of all the series titles of relevance to psychiatric libraries. 
Innumerable outstanding monographic works are masked by such unassuming 
titles as: 


Arbeiten Forschungen 
Beihefte Monographien 
Bibliothek Publications 
Biicher Sammlung 
Collection Schriften 
Erginzungsband Studies 


Add to this list the variations in form and in language, for example, Neue 
Arbeiten, Research Monographs, and Travaux, and you can visualize the 
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extent of the as yet scarcely tapped resources. One of the bibliographies in our 
field, Heuss,”* doubtless lies buried in many a library as a Beiheft, although 
almost half a century’s psychological literature from Switzerland is contained 
therein. 

Already we have identified over one hundred pertinent series titles from 
catalog cards and the books themselves. This list could be expanded by going 
systematically through the Master List of Serials of the Psychoanalytic Col- 
lections Conference, and further supplemented by psychiatric librarians who 
may be willing to cooperate. Miss Myrl Ebert, recently of the New York 
Academy of Medicine Library and now Library Associate at New York Uni- 
versity-Bellevue Medical Center, has volunteered to assume the preparation 
of this project. 

For each series we should like to compile the individual titles in their numer- 
ical sequence, as far as-this is possible with the resources in metropolitan New 
York. We have reason to believe that there will be many gaps. Where the Union 
List shows that a library has a complete set, we shall hope that this library 
will fill in our preliminary check list with the numbers and titles of which we 
have no information. In cases where no library has reported complete holdings, 
or where the title does not appear in the Union List at all, the only recourse 
would be to circularize the psychiatric libraries in the country, in the hope 
that between them we can arrive at completion. 

Such a check list would have the following advantages: 

1. It would reveal hidden treasures in our libraries by bringing out serial 
connections heretofore overlooked. The deplorable practice of putting 
the series information almost anywhere except on the title-page has led 
to much unintentional neglect. 

. This would be, for a change, the list of recommended books for the 
librarian and would form a sound basis for a buying program to build 
or round out a psychiatric collection. 

. Since some libraries and most bibliographies treat these monographs like 
books, whereas other libraries treat them like serials, individual titles are 
often not identified in both ways. Our proposed check list would bridge 
that gap. 

a. It would preclude long and fruitless hours of searching by the cata- 
loger as well as the reference librarian. 

b. It would be a guide and a technical aid for librarians in deciding how 
a series should be brought out in the catalog. 

. It would oil the creaking machinery of inter-library loans. 

. The scholar, whose incomplete information may be taken from motley 
bibliographical sources, could be led more directly to the literature on 
our shelves. 

. By identifying certain publications as continuations, the library could 
apply the efficient techniques developed in our serial departments, such 
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as standing orders and claiming, thus avoiding the frustration of finding 
the stock exhausted by the time an individual title is needed. 

5. Better knowledge of these serial connections would give pause to all of 

us in weeding seemingly expendable titles. 

We realize, of course, that even after buying all the monographs which have 
been published in series form we do not have a complete psychiatric library. 
We will, however, not only have a great deal more than we could get from the 
existent bibliographies, but we would have it within a more reasonable time 
and with less effort and expense. 

A further step might be to pool the catalogs of outstanding psychiatric li- 
braries in this country and abroad. This, however, is just on the horizon, and 
perhaps next year, in another symposium, we may be ready to explore such a 
desirable goal. 
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The Denver Bibliographical Center’ 


By Mrs. EvLaLtiA DouGHERTY CHAPMAN 


Director, Bibliographical Center 
Denver, Colorado 


Today I hope I have some new thoughts to bring you about streamlining 
your research work through the services of the Denver Bibliographical Center. 
The first part of this paper will bring out the highlights of the development 
and the historical background of our vast research organization. These points 
have been taken from a history written by Dr. Malcolm Wyer, Librarian 
Emeritus of the Denver Public Library, who inaugurated the Bibliographical 
Center for Research fifteen years ago, the first of its kind in the world. The 
Center is recognized everywhere and written of “as a masterful piece of 
pioneering effort in library cooperation and co-ordination not only in this 
country, but the world over.” 

It was with pride that the members of the Bibliographical Center received 
word recently that Dr. Wyer, the founder of the Center, had been awarded 
the Outstanding Achievement Award of the University of Minnesota. Among 
the distinguished achievements for which Dr. Wyer received the award was 
his establishment of the Bibliographical Center for Research. 

The second part of the discussion will bring a high-spot tour through the 
Center. It will aim to show the result of Dr. Wyer’s pioneering effort and to 
sum up the activities of the Bibliographical Center as it serves as a great 
clearing house for library resources of every type. An attempt will be made 
to demonstrate what the staff does to give brittleness to every weak reference 
through a fine collection of reference tools and the Union Catalog, and to tell 
the human interest stories of research in the lives of the people who contact 
the Center. 

The objectives of the Center, as outlined in the beginning, included the 
following: 

1. To assemble and maintain bibliographical collections, resources, aids, 
and materials essential for planning research and scholarly investigations; 

2. To maintain a union catalog of the member libraries and of other libraries 
which would increase and expand the service of the union catalog; 

3. To develop a center and bureau of information for interlibrary loans 
between member libraries in this region and also to assist outside libraries to 
locate western and regional materials in the libraries of this region; 


* Read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, 
July 2, 1951. 
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4. To maintain a close relationship with the Library of Congress and its 
Union Catalog; 

5. To further cooperation and co-ordination of resources and services among 
the libraries of the Rocky Mountain Region. 

Dr. Wyer, in his article about the early history of the Center, has said, “One 
of the distinguishing characteristics of librarians has been their interest in 
working cooperatively on projects too large for one library to take over. Many 
of the most valuable bibliographical and library science aids have resulted 
from joint efforts.”” He continues, “The larger libraries of the state have been 
very generous in extending cooperation to the smaller libraries through the 
loan of books and library materials. From time to time many suggestions 
were made of projects which, if carried out jointly, would benefit all libraries. 
In 1913, Mr. C. Henry Smith, Librarian of the University of Colorado, sug- 
gested the advisability of developing a central union card catalog of the 
holdings of the important libraries of Colorado. Another project which was 
helpful was the publication in the organ of the Colorado Library Association 
of detailed accounts of important holdings of the larger libraries in the state.” 

Dr. Wyer continues to point out that after discussing library cooperation 
at state library conferences and at informal meetings, it became evident that 
plans which were proposed were too comprehensive and involved too many 
subjects and too many individuals to secure favorable reception. Where a 
comprehensive plan had failed, one which was limited to a single subject 
essential to all libraries might succeed. 

It was a simple matter to discover that no library in Colorado had a biblio- 
graphical collection to meet the needs of research in the years of growth 
ahead. A central bibliographical collection built up on a cooperative plan would 
not only be valuable in itself but would lead easily to further forms of coopera- 
tion in library development and services. 

It is a romantic story Dr. Wyer relates as he tells of his discussions with 
Dr. George E. Vincent who showed great enthusiasm for the proposal from his 
experience as president of the University of Minnesota and the Rockefeller 
Foundation. Dr. William W. Bishop, Librarian of the University of Michigan, 
wrote, “I am perfectly certain that it is only by means of such regional co- 
operation that research in America can overcome the difficulties and obstacles 
caused by great distances.” 

To Dr. F. P. Keppel, President of the Carnegie Corporation, he outlined the 
project for a comprehensive plan for expansion of Denver as a regional library 
center. This was of great interest to Dr. Keppel since the plan pointed out a 
new and unique form of regional library cooperation. 

With the encouragement of these men and Dr. Putnam of the Library of 
Congress who called it an “example of the reasonable cooperation desirable in 
all parts of the United States,’ Dr. Wyer believed that his dream would have 
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successful results only through the support of the administration and the 
faculties of the various colleges and universities. Therefore, he secured the 
backing of the presidents of the Colorado School of Mines, University of 
Colorado, University of Wyoming, Colorado State College of Education, 
Colorado A. & M. College, and others. A conference of faculty representatives 
was held at the Denver Public Library, and all representatives unanimously 
endorsed the plan, suggesting only one change: namely, that the Bibliographical 
Center Collection be located at the Denver Public Library. 

In addition to the endorsement by the educational institutions, many 
organizations, such as the Medical Society of the City and County of Denver, 
gave official approval to the plan. 

After many months of planning, the project was submitted to the Carnegie 
Corporation for a pioneer grant of $75,000 to establish a bibliographical center 
in Denver at the Denver Public Library for the benefit of scholarship and 
research in the Rocky Mountain Region. Eleven institutions signed the request 
to the Carnegie Corporation. 

In December, 1934, the Carnegie Corporation informed Dr. Wyer that their 
treasurer was authorized to make payments of $5,000 in 1934, and $5,000 on 
Feb. 28, 1935. Following this first grant additional sums of $10,000 were 
allocated to the Bibliographical Center for 1936 and 1937. 


Hicu Spots In BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CENTER WORK 


Let us now go on our high-spot tour of the Bibliographical Center. It is 
nine o’clock in the morning and the mail basket is crowded with correspondence. 
I pick up a letter from the Canadian Bibliographic Center in Ottowa. It reads: 
“Thank you for your letter. It is most pleasant for newcomers like ourselves 
to be welcomed by established centers like your own.”’ The Canadian Center 
was started recently and will be one of the big sources to which we plan to 
turn in solving requests about Canada. Marie Tremaine, Director of the 
Bibliography Project, Arctic Institute of North America, visited our Center 
in 1948. At that time we had a long discussion about “Bib” Centers and the 
situation in Canada. Miss Tremaine must feel very happy that Canada has 
established its own new center. 

A letter from the University Library, Cambridge, England, tells us they are 
enclosing their official forms of application for photographs and scale of charges. 
This is just one of the 150 questionnaires which have been returned in answer 
to letters sent by the Center requesting information on the availability of 
microfilms and photostats and their respective costs. This information will be 
particularly valuable in serving the region. For example, on the Director’s 
desk is a copy of “Elizabeth is Missing,” an 18th Century mystery about 
Elizabeth Canning written by a Colorado author. The Center assisted Miss 
Louise Kampf, Librarian of Colorado College, in locating and having made 90 
rare photostats, part of the fine piece of research done as a background for the 
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mystery. It would have been much easier to have secured the photostats men- 
tioned if we had possessed the answers now being gathered from the question- 
naire. 

In the mail is a request from Nebraska. It is addressed to Madam Chapman’s 
Research Center and written on the back of a grocery slip. It says, “T’ll deposit 
$50 if you will send that rare book. Your Center is safer than a bank these days.” 

In order to streamline our work the Center uses the request forms, examples 
of which were given to you as you entered. We would be pleased if you would 
let us help you with one courtesy loan. As you see, there is no fare for the first 
ride on our streamline train! 

Speaking of a charge for service—for many years the expenses of the Center 
were taken care of by more or less voluntary contributions, the members pay- 
ing amounts varying from $5 to $3,000. Since this was not a satisfactory plan, 
a study was made which provides for a membership fee based on the population 
for public libraries and on the student enrollment for college and university 
libraries, and an additional service charge based on the active use of the Center 
made by each library. We are pleased to say that this plan has been endorsed 
by our member libraries. 


TWENTY TONS OF INFORMATION 


When patrons come to the Center, we are proud to show them the Union 
Catalog which was started in the early planning days of the Center. The 
most important bibliographical tool in the United States is the depository 
card catalog of the Library of Congress. Dr. Wyer realized the importance of 
such a tool as there was no copy of the catalog in the Rocky Mountain Region; 
thus, the L. C. depository set was purchased for the Denver Bibliographical 
Center as a basis for location of bibliographical materials and information. 
The cards now weigh over twenty tons and list by author books, pamphlets, 
periodicals, and other printed matter owned by 50 leading libraries in the 
Rocky Mountain Region. In addition to the depository catalog, the record 
includes the holdings of the John Crerar Library, Princeton, Harvard, Folger 
Shakespeare, and many locations gained from circularizing all over the United 
States and Canada. When a book is not located at the Center, the item is 
usually sent to the Union Catalog, Library of Congress, and if not located 
there it is referred to other large catalogs in Philadelphia, Seattle, Cleveland, 
Lincoln, and Sacramento. 


Keys TO BIBLIOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 


A unique feature of the Bibliographical Center is the reference collection of 
more than 10,000 volumes. The important national and trade bibliographies 
of such countries as Germany, France, Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, United 
States, and many others are included. To serve the interests of the South West, 
rich in historical and cultural ties with Mexico, we secured the Monograficas 
Bibliograficas Mexicanas, 1925-1948, in 33 volumes with 8 volumes of supple- 
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ment. The set consists of bibliographies of Mexican authors, resources, and 
history, including the important Archivo de Indias. The Center also possesses 
Leon Nicolas Bibliografia Mexicana del Sigle XVIII in 6 volumes. This is the 
extensive bibliography of Mexican 18th Century imprints and contains many 
rare and historically important works. In the days before we owned the British 
Museum Catalogue of Printed Books I remarked to Dr. Wyer that I would rather 
have it than a raise in salary, and he purchased the set and it was a long time 
before I received that raise. 

There are many fine subject bibliographies at the Center, including the 
International Catalog of Scientific Literature, International Bibliography of His- 
torical Sciences, and Annales de Geographie. There are drawers full of catalogs 
of booksellers, second hand dealers, and book sales of many rare books in 
medicine. We have Robert Watt, Bibliotheca Britannica, or a General Index 
to British and Foreign Literature ...1824 and the Subject Index to Books 
before 1880 by R. A. Peddie. It was very fortunate that the Center owned 
such valuable sources when Dr. Waring of the University of Colorado had his 
rare book collection cataloged. We also have ready access to the Brookhaven 
Laboratory publications. 

We spend many hours looking for references which sound like medical sub- 
jects and in the end are found in institutes of technology. Let us take for ex- 
ample the item—McCulloch. “Hixon symposium, why the mind is in the 
head.”’—a lecture. After hours of searching, the California Institute of Tech- 
nology sent us this answer: “The Hixon symposium material has not been 
published, and exists so far only in the form of stenotype transcriptions. It 
will be published by John Wiley under the title: Jeffress, L. D., editor, ‘Cerebral 
mechanisms and behavior: the Hixon symposium.’ The McCulloch lecture will 
be included in the volume.” 

Let me give you a few examples of the items sent to us by medical libraries: 

A librarian of a patients’ library in a hospital asked for Buckingham, “De 
shootinest gentleman.” It was finally located after circularizing and writing 
to five libraries. It was sent by the Library Company of Philadelphia. The 
librarian smiled when she told me that five doctors read it after it arrived. 

For Dr. Nolie Mumey we wrote all the libraries listed in the Union List of 
Serials for a photostat of Fort Bridger in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. 

We sent the Topeka State Hospital “Thirty years among the dead” and six 
volumes of American Journal of Nursing. 

The University of Nebraska Medical Library has sent us many serials, and 
the Army Medical Library and the Veterans Administration, Washington, 
D. C., and John Crerar Library have been very cooperative. 


INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 


One of the hardest requests was the location of a reference in a volume of 
the works of the German philosopher, Hegel. We wrote 32 letters on this request. 
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During the course of our search Dr. Phil. Franz Goetting, Director of Der 
Nassauischen Landesbibliothek in Wiesbaden, Germany, spent two weeks 
observing the Center and doing actual work in order to familiarize himself 
with the services of the Bibliographical Center. His visit was sponsored by the 
State Department under the Exchange of Persons program to observe libraries 
and library practices. We asked his assistance with the Hegel item, and he 
examined all of our German bibliographies and was unable to verify or correct 
the reference. After returning to Germany, he consulted the set and sent the 
correct information. 

Considerable use of the Center is made in connection with writing books. 
For Lynn Montross, author of “Reluctant Rebels,” the Bibliographical Center 
located and borrowed 300 books from all over the United States. 

A resident of the small town of Delta, Colorado, found it was not necessary 
to go to New York to write her book. She wrote the Center, “It is hard for a 
mother with three children, one with rheumatic fever, to go to a big city to 
get material. Your Center is such a help.” 

Some of the most appealing requests come from the Veterans Administration 
Hospital Libraries. A soldier wished to finish a book he had started in another 
hospital and the Center searched until a copy was secured. 


ENDORSEMENT OF THE MOUNTAIN PLAINS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The greatest accomplishment of the last year has been the endorsement of 
the Bibliographical Center by the Mountain Plains Library Association. This 
lays the foundation for the comprehensive program planned for the future. 
Among the suggestions proposed by the Committee on Library Resources and 
Coordination of the Mountain Plains Library Association were the following: 

A study should be made of the oustanding special collections in the libraries; 

A survey should be made of the most essential source materials not available 
in the region; 

A union list of microfilm materials would be useful; 

Some plan for the joint purchase of microcards would be advisable and there 
is need for a central deposit library. 

Plans for carrying out these suggestions are to be discussed at the Mountain- 
Plains Section at the A.L.A. meeting in Chicago next week. 

In this connection it was interesting to read in Stechert-Hafner Book-News 
for May, 1951, the statement made by Keyes D. Metcalf, Director of Harvard 
University Library. He says, “I think it is fair to say that libraries must, 
among other things, do what they can to make available better tools, particu- 
larly those that will locate books that are needed and are not in their libraries; 
that they must cooperate with other libraries in book purchases, making one 
copy of a little used book care for a great many more institutions; and they 
must take advantage of the savings that come from cooperative storage.” 

In closing I ask you to help us with the future development of the Center. 





Report from the Army 
Medical Library* 


By FRANK B. ROGERS 


Lt. Colonel, M.C., U. S. Army, Director, Army 
Medical Library, Washington, D.C. 


Army MeEpicaL Lrprary SuByEcT HEApING StuDy 


In order to secure a sample list of AML subject headings for critical examina- 
tion by medical librarians, reprints of the subject index to the 1950 Author 
Catalog were obtained. (The subject index includes every subject heading as- 
signed to material classified within the scope of the Army Medical Library 
Classification during 1950.) Copies of the reprint were made available to li- 
brarians who were willing to study the headings and report comments. Be- 
cause the participating libraries have supplied such a wealth of suggestions, 
criticisms, and lists of various kinds, it will take the AML Catalog Division 
months to complete the study. This brief preliminary report is an attempt 
to express the Library’s appreciation for the help it has received and to men- 
tion a few items which may be of general interest. 

A brief statement on the AML subject catalog will provide information for 
better understanding of the AML subject headings. The subject cards are 
filed in a catalog by themselves. With the name catalog (which includes cards 
for main entries, added and series entries, titles, and name subjects) it consti- 
tutes the public catalog. The name catalog is designed to be a complete and 
permanent catalog. The subject catalog includes only cards for medical publi- 
cations of the previous twenty-five years. Because of the subject catalog’s 
time limitation, it should have more modern headings and fewer subdivisions 
than catalogs aiming at complete coverage. The number of entries being limited 
will make changes in headings easier to accomplish and will obviate complica- 
tions usually encountered with old publications. The smaller number of entries 
will mean shorter runs under big subjects. . 

Although every library reporting has disapproved or questioned particular 
subjects or subject forms, no library has registered a blanket disapproval of 
the 1950 subject list. The lists of supplementary headings show why: the 
reporting ‘libraries differ among themselves as much as they differ with AML. 
Seventeen libraries report general approval of AML headings and subheadings, 
although some prefer satisfactory, well chosen, adequate, or reasonable as their 


*Summary of report read at the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, 
Denver, Colorado, July 2, 1951. 
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reporting term; one library states its preference for more specific headings; 
three libraries made no answer to this question. 

Answers to the question ‘““Have popular headings been used where technical 
or scientific headings would be preferable, and vice versa?” are so varied that 
they defy attempts to summarize them briefly. Comments range from ‘“Tend- 
ency ... to use popular headings” to “AML follows pattern of accepted usage” 
to “Scientific headings exceed popular.” Subjects are being selected at AML 
on the basis of the terminology used in English language publications, and such 
usage is determined by examination of the literature. Most replies from the 
reporting libraries indicate approval of the balance between scientific and 
popular headings. 

In reply to the question on the use of a dash to set off all subdivisions, with 
consequent interfiling, some libraries registered objections to the simplified 
punctuation although they approved of the straight alphabetical arrangement 
of subdivisions. Some reports stressed the need to segregate geographical sub- 
divisions; others expressed decided preferences for standard punctuation to- 
gether with a classified arrangement of headings, subdivided headings, and 
modified headings. 

In addition to questioning AML’s strictly alphabetical arrangement of geo- 
graphical subdivisions, some medical libraries are concerned over the apparent 
inconsistency in direct subdivision by name of place and the indirect subdivision 
by name of place under the country (e.g. . .. —Berlin; . .. —Germany—Wies- 
baden). This practice follows Library of Congress precedent as outlined on 
preliminary page VII of the 5th Edition of its Subject Headings. The questions 
which have been received will be carefully studied in order to determine the 
desirability of modifying this practice, particularly in the case of foreign place 
names. 

The matter of direct versus reversed headings shows the widest possible 
difference of opinion among the reporting librarians. We are reminded of Rule 
175 presented in Cutter’s Rules for a Dictionary Catalog (1904, p. 72): “Enter a 
compound subject name by its first word, inverting the phrase only when some 
other word is decidedly more significant or is often used alone with the same 
meaning as the whole name.” Cutter adds: ‘It must be confessed that this 
rule is somewhat vague and that it would be often of doubtful application . . .” 

AML’s policy is designed to implement its interest in developing an alpha- 
betically arranged catalog to supplement its book classification. There is no 
wish at AML to provide classified arrangement of headings within the alpha- 
betical arrangement. A blanket rule to cover the direct versus reversed head- 
ing decisions does not seem feasible. Rather, it seems that each library has to 
determine the grouping it desires. 

The study was not aimed to include non-medical headings, but the many 
comments received warrant a reply. Certain non-medical headings represent 
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an approach to medical practice not otherwise possible. An example is Catholic 
Church—Discipline. The three titles appearing under this heading are treatises 
on medical and nursing ethics in relation to the Catholic Church. Two of the 
titles have the additional headings Medical ethics, and one has Nursing ethics. 

One misconception in regard to the subject index to the 1950 AML Author 
Catalog should be mentioned. See also references were deliberately omitted from 
the subject index, although they appear in generous numbers in the AML sub- 
ject catalog and Subject Authority File. 

A total of twenty-nine copies of the reprint of the index were sent out for 
study. To date twenty-one reports have been received. It is not too late for 
other libraries to participate in the study, a few of the reprints still being avail- 
able from the Catalog Division. 


QUESTIONNAIRE ON Current List 


When the new Current List of Medical Literature had been in existence 
for almost a year, it was thought that it would be desirable to sample the 
opinions of some of the users of the publication as to how well the Current 
List was meeting needs. The Current List has a total circulation of about 
4,500 copies. A large portion of these go to the three Armed Services, and over 
1,500 copies are sent abroad on exchange. The remaining copies go to hospital 
libraries, medical school libraries, association libraries, research foundations, 
laboratories, and pharmaceutical, chemical, and life insurance companies, 
as well as to a relatively small number of individual subscribers. It was decided 
that the easiest way to tap a large body of opinion was to send questionnaires 
out to medical libraries. This was done and there has been a fairly good re- 
sponse; about thirty per cent of the 350 librarians circularized returned the 
questionnaire. The general comments received covered a very wide area, 
ranging from such remarks as “It is not what we want but better than nothing” 
or “Its use is time-consuming and nerve-racking” to the other end of the spec- 
trum with such comments as ‘‘May I go on record as saying the Current List 
is indispensable to us” or ‘‘Wouldn’t know how to function without the Cur- 
rent List.” 

The answers to some of the questions which were propounded were almost 
impossible to summarize. It became obvious that the question concerning 
percentage of use of the Current List as compared with the use of other 
indexes was almost impossible to answer meaningfully. The only conclusion 
which can be drawn is the obvious one that the Current List is used almost 
exclusively for the recent literature which at the present time is listed almost 
exclusively in it. 

One question to which there was a general consistency of answers was the 
one concerning the relative frequency of use of the various sections of the 
Current List. From the replies, it is judged that the Register portion alone 
and independently is used perhaps something less than ten per cent of the time, 
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that the indexes are used to obtain subject references about seventy per cent 
of the time, and that the indexes are used to select articles by author about 
twenty per cent of the time. This is useful knowledge to have as possible future 
changes in the present format of the Current List are considered. A closer an- 
alysis of this area seems to reveal that the breakdown by journal in the Register 
section is used more frequently by workers in specialized fields, such as den- 
tistry, veterinary medicine, or biometrics. 

Running like a refrain throughout most of the replies was the thought that 
the QCIM format was by all odds the best format yet devised for a medical 
index. Most librarians would like to see the Current List change to this for- 
mat. The question still remains, however, as to how to achieve the objectives 
of currency and economy and still get the advantages of the strictly dictionary 
arrangement. 

Another refrain which ran throughout the replies received was that the 
librarians generally would like to see indication of the language in which an 
article was written appear in the subject index. 

The frequent comments about non-inclusion or inclusion of obituary notices 
in the Current List indicate that there is considerable confusion in the minds 
of medical librarians concerning the present policy of the Current List in 
this respect. Actually, obituary articles are being taken, and have always been 
taken, for inclusion in the Current List. These are indexed under the name 
of the man who is being written about, in contrast to the system used in the 
QCIM where all obituaries are gathered together under a single form subject 
heading. 

It seems probable that beginning with the issues for the year 1952 at least 
some of the recommendations made by medical librarians in this questionnaire 
will be put into effect. AML may revert to its old practice of bringing out 
semi-annual volumes, with semi-annual cumulations, beginning with 1952. 
Some simple scheme for indicating in the index the language in which the arti- 
cles appear will also be devised, and the details will be announced in due time. 

Every effort will be made to improve the quality of subject heading work. A 
complete revision of the Current List subject authority list is presently under 
way, and it is probable that the new list will be in the hands of the subject 
headers as they consider material for inclusion in the January 1952 issue. Con- 
currently, an attempt will be made to improve the system of cross references. 

Some larger questions arise out of a study of these questionnaires. It appears 
beyond doubt that at the present time the Current List is an extremely 
valuable publication, and that failure of the Current List would be a great 
loss to the medical library profession. But it also appears that the value of the 
Current List derives from the fact that QCIM is not up to date. If it is as- 
sumed that at some time QCJM will be brought up to date, will the Current 
List then have any reason for continuing in existence? In attempting to answer 
this question a great deal depends upon concepts of how wide the coverage of 
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a medical indexing service should be. If medical indexing service is to be wide 
in scope, including, for example, the ancillary or preclinical fields, such as bio- 
chemistry and bacteriology, as well as core medical subjects; and if the coverage 
of such a medical indexing service is to be as deep as the reasonable exercise of 
our best judgment will allow us to make it—for purposes of argument, to cover 
2,500 out of the existing 5,000 medical periodicals; and if treatment of the 
materials found in the selected journals is to be as comprehensive as possible 
to include editorials, letters to the editor, and similar items when they pertain 
to scientific, in contradistinction to political and administrative problems; and 
if a multiple subject approach to each article is an absolute necessity; and if 
cumulative features are of first importance; and if all this information is wanted 
promptly and conveniently at the time when dissemination of the information 
can have a profoundly beneficial impact upon our society, rather than many 
months or years after the event when notice becomes largely of academic and 
historical interest, then we are forced to the conclusion that no single medical 
indexing service can fulfill all our needs and that we must somehow work out a 
method for division of effort between the two large medical indexing services 
in this country. 

The Surgeon General’s Committee on Indexes has considered this problem 
but has made little headway. One of the ideas proposed has been to divide 
material on the basis of clinical material and research material. This sounds 
reasonable at first blush but it is believed that as a practical matter it would be 
exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to effect any separation with this cri- 
terion as a basis. The possibility of trying to arrange for a division of fields 
purely on the basis of language has been suggested, with QC/M covering English 
material and the Current L's! covering all the rest. This is an attractive 
solution because it would divide the field almost exactly in half, and because 
the criterion for division is so readily at hand and few fine points would arise 
for debate. A review of these questionnaires once again raises this possibility. 
Another possibility might be division of effort on a geographical basis, with 
QCIM covering the western hemisphere and the Ci rrent L’st covering the 
rest of the world. These possibilities are offered for consideration. 

The large and significant findings which emerge from this questionnaire 
may be enumerated as follows: 

1. Currency was unanimously and emphatically appreciated in spite of 
some of the obvious defects which the drive to maintain currency brings in its 
wake. 

2. Scope, except for a few minor suggestions, was considered adequate. 

3. Coverage was generally considered adequate for the core of medical 
literature. 

4. Format and consistency in indexing policies are probably the most de- 
fective aspects of the publication, and it is to this aspect that AML will have 
to devote its major attention. 





Evaluation of a Three-year Program of In- 
ternational Cooperation in Medical Librari- 
anship* 


By Mrs. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 


Professor of Medical Library Science and Librarian 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Nashville, Tennessee 


In 1947-48, the Medical Library Association set up a Committee on In- 
ternational Cooperation which studied various ways in which the Association 
might be useful to the medical profession of other countries. 

It soon became evident that one of the things we could do was to help build 
up collections of medical books and journals, especially in countries where 
medical libraries were not yet well developed or in areas devastated by war, 
and we could try to bring librarians from other countries for periods of study 
and observation in the medical libraries of the United States. The Rockefeller 
Foundation became interested in our plans and helped us put them into effect. 


PROGRAM OF FELLOWSHIPS FOR FOREIGN MEDICAL 
LIBRARIANS 


This plan was made possible because of a generous yearly grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to the Association, which has been administered by 
the Committee on International Cooperation. The Committee consisted of 
Miss Janet Dee, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Mr. Scott Adams, Mrs. Sarah Mayer, 
and me. Miss Doe acted as Chairman for the first year, and since her 
resignation I have acted in that capacity. The program could never have been 
initiated and carried out had it not been for the untiring enthusiasm of the 
Committee members who have worked with me to make it successful and have 
given so much of their time, personal interest, and thought since its inaugura- 
tion. The Rockefeller Foundation has expressed its continued interest and 
approval of the program by renewing its grant to the Association for the 
next three years or until June, 1954, instead of on an annual basis. 


OBJECTIVES AND TERMS OF AWARD 


The third year of our fellowship program is now drawing to a close and it 
seems a good time to restate the objectives which we are striving to achieve, 
and to evaluate results on the basis of these years of experience. 


* Read as the Report of the Committee on International Cooperation, 195C-51, at the 
50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Denver, Colorado, July 2, 1951. 
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1. Our chief aim is to improve and strengthen medical libraries throughout 
the world especially in areas where they have not been fully developed in the 
past. Therefore, no fellowship awards are granted except to persons working 
in a medical library or for the express purpose of education for medical librarian- 
ship when it seems certain this knowledge can be applied in their own country. 

2. Assurance must be given by a responsible party, e.g., the Dean or Director 
of the institution where applicants plan to work, that opportunity for employ- 
ment will be assured them on returning to their native country. 

3. It is understood that those accepting this grant will feel themselves 
obligated to work in their own country toward promoting medical librarianship 
for a minimum period of two years and that, unless they are willing to fulfill 
this obligation, they should not apply for the grant. 

4. We feel it is especially desirable to give aid to new medical libraries or 
medical library centers and medical school libraries that are in course of con- 
struction or reorganization. We are particularly interested in medical school 
libraries and their development, because we believe that every aid should be 
given the medical student whose hands hold the future of the profession. 

5. Applicants usually contribute transportation to this country either from 
their own means, from special travel grants provided by their institutions or 
government, or from Fulbright funds. 

6. Applicants are selected with the greatest care. They must fill out applica- 
tion forms furnished by the Institute of International Education. They must 
present a statement by a teacher acceptable to the Institute indicating that 
they can read and speak English fluently enough to attend courses in English. 

When two candidates from the same place or institution are applying, we 
try to select the one with the best preparation, e.g., a college degree and previous 
library training or experience. Letters of recommendation are required from 
institutions in the applicant’s country, from U. S. Officers of Information, 
representatives of the Institute of International Education, and other pro- 
fessional North Americans working in that country or area, as well as com- 
patriot librarians from the applicant’s country. Such letters are evaluated 
very carefully. It has not been possible to undertake personal interviews 
because of the distances and lack of travel funds, though a first-hand knowledge 
of the applicants and their libraries would undoubtedly help to avoid certain 
inevitable misunderstandings. 

7. The individual needs of each applicant are studied as carefully as possible 
for the purpose of arranging a program best fitted to them individually, and 
to the requirements of their country and institution as far as they can be 
determined from: 

a. Requests contained in the applications of the fellows themselves 
b. Letters of recommendation from officers of the institutions in which 
they work 
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c. Reports of North Americans who are working in the field in the 
country of the applicant’s origin. 

8. We also try to arrange a program which will dovetail with scheduled 
meetings of the Medical Library Association, and with courses available in 
medical librarianship, and which will also fit into the scope of an allotted 
travel budget. 

9. Because itineraries and plans have been individually tailored, it was not 
thought advisable to follow any set program. However, we have usually tried 
to arrange combinations of fairly long periods of study, either in libraries 
willing to take students on this basis or in library schools where courses in 
library science can be combined with study in a medical library. Such con- 
siderations have had to determine, to some extent, where the individuals were 
sent and it has frequently been difficult to attain all objectives. 

10. We have found by experience, and from reports sent back by the fellows 
as well as their verbal statements, that foreign students frequently get on 
better if placed in library schools in cities of moderate size rather than in 
some of our larger cities. In smaller schools they feel at home more rapidly 
and find conditions which are closer to those they will encounter on their 
return, and they can therefore visualize better the application of what they 
learn. We have found that visits to the large cities seem more successful if 
scheduled toward the end of each program, when the visitor has become more 
accustomed to our libraries and methods. 

During the past year we have organized Hospitality Committees in the 
larger cities. Those who have acted as Chairmen are: Miss Isabelle T. Ander- 
son, University of Utah School of Medicine, Salt Lake City; Miss Louise 
Darling, University of California Bio-Medical Library, Los Angeles; Mrs. 
Jacqueline Felter, Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied Diseases, New 
York City; Miss Bertha Hallam, University of Oregon Medical School, Port- 
land; Miss Anna Holt, Harvard University Medical Library, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts; Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, 
Baltimore, Maryland; Miss Clara Manson, Stanford University, Lane Medical 
Library, San Francisco, California; Miss Mary Louise Marshall, Tulane Uni- 
versity Medical School Library, New Orleans, Louisiana; Miss Gertrude 
Minsk, University of Chicago Bio-Medical Library, Chicago, Illinois; Miss 
Marion Murphy, Washington University Medical School Library, St. Louis, 
Missouri; Mrs. Janeiro B. Schmid, Pan American Sanitary Bureau Library, 
Washington, D. C.; Miss Ruth Yarger, Temple University School of Medicine, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

This arrangement has worked out nicely, and the Committee is deeply 
grateful to those who have helped to give our visitors a pleasant time, because 
persons traveling alone in a strange country are apt to feel lost in a big city. 
The duties of the Hospitality Chairmen are: 

a. Arrange living quarters for duration of visit. 
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b. Coordinate a schedule of visits to libraries. 

c. After meeting the visitors and finding out their interests, aid them by 
suggestions for utilization of free time through visits to museums, 
attendance at scheduled concerts, or directions to places of interest 
nearby. 

. Work out plans with local committee so that if possible some social 
activity can be arranged so the fellow can visit in an American home 
in each city. Try to avoid overcrowding the schedule for a visit; it is 
best to leave a free day now and then interspersed between visits to 
libraries. 

Nothing is specifically required of the chairmen except to arrange for housing 
and for visits to libraries. We want the social part of the program to be spon- 
taneous and not to constitute too heavy a drain on the resources of a very 
busy group of people; therefore c. and d., “outside activities,” are optional 
for each local group to work out for itself. 

The chairmen can have as many or as few people associated with them as 
they wish. In appointing members to their local committees they should make 
it clear that serving in such a capacity is entirely voluntary; frequently it 
might be convenient for a given librarian to undertake such an activity one 
year and not the next. 


WHat Is BEING ACCOMPLISHED? 


In an undertaking of this type it is impossible to expect 100 per cent suc- 
cess. We hope that most of the fellowships will be immediately useful as planned. 
However, we are living in a world of political unrest, and because of unexpected 
turns of the wheel of fortune, the recipients of fellowships may not always 
continue to work under the circumstances we had hoped they would when the 
award was made. Nevertheless, experience with scholarships and fellowships 
has shown that frequently one which looks as though it were a complete loss 
several years later has again become exceedingly useful and the recipient is 
found organizing a medical library or a technical library in the same country 
or some other area close by. 

There is also the “hazard” of matrimony. One of our fellows married a 
Latin-American friend of long standing while in this country, but she did her 
part by returning to her own country for a year to help reorganize a library. 
Undoubtedly she would have preferred to remain in the United States with 
her husband and we feel she is to be commended for fulfilling this obligation 
for the fellowship received. She still hopes to use her training in international 
library work and plans to continue her professional career. 

The reports received from former fellows and from representatives of founda- 
tions working in the international field have been very interesting. Such com- 
ments are carefully studied by our Committee members and helpful suggestions 
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utilized in planning the program. The chief of the International Division of a 
foundation who has previously not been associated with our program writes: 

“Our Foundation has programs and projects with almost all of the principal 
medical schools of the Latin American countries. I spend much of my time in 
the various countries working directly with the medical schools and faculty 
members. .. I have talked with several of the medical school librarians who 
have keen trained under your program. They are making excellent contributions 
in their cwn countries. Our Foundation is providing financial help to a number 
of the medical school libraries. One of the requisites for such help is a trained 
medical librarian.” 

I wish I could quote at length from the reports of the fellows themselves, 
but space permits only short excerpts. Miss Alicia Izquierdo of the Central 
Library of the Medical School in Santiago de Chile writes: 

“How valuable and useful has been to me the library training I had in 
your country. As soon as [ arrived in Chile I started with te cataloguing of 
a gift to our library of around 30,000 volumes. By now this collection is almost 
entirely classified. Along with this job I also handled the work of the National 
Committee for the University Medical School in Chile. Afterwards I organized 
the Library of the Institute of Biochemistry, using the pattern of one of the 
Arrerican medical libraries, that is periodicals in alphabetical arrangement, a 
card catalog for the back numbers and a Kardex visible file for the current 
numbers. This Library, as the others, had never been completely organized. 
In addition to my job at the Medical School Central Library, I worked in 
my spare time for the libraries of the Institutes of Physiology and Department 
of Biology where I used the same procedures as in the Institute of Biochemistry. 
The Professors of these different Departments seemed pleased with the or- 
ganization. 

“At present I am working only for the Medical School of the University of 
Chile as the Head of the Bibliographic and Reference Department under the 
new Director’s supervision. I organized this service which we think is the most 
important of the Library as we have not had a service of that kind before in 
Chile; I also do some book selection. In general I enjoy my present work and 
I find it pleasant and interesting. I am still attending English classes.” 

Miss Ileana Johannsen and Mrs. Erica Kupfer also in Chile write: 

“We studied different medical classification schemes with the Librarian 
of the Instituto Bacteriologica and decided on the one we felt was the best 
suited to our needs. Now we are assigning subject headings to the pamphlet 
and reprint collection which had so far not been available. Reprints are kept 
because many belong to journals that are not available in the Library. We 
are making author and subject cards for them in simplified form. We are work- 
ing on Chilean bibliographies in the field of public health, preventive, and 
social medicine. The training we had in the United States has been exceedingly 
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useful to us. We learned about the different medical classifications, about the 
medical reference tools and how to use them and what is perhaps most im- 
portant, we were able to observe how things are done in different libraries and 
to see the advantages and disadvantages of each method. We profited from 
obtaining practical training instead of only the theoretical training of library 
schools. We also obtained many personal advantages, a broader outlook on 
life, the acquaintance and friendship of many charming and interesting people, 
some of whom have become very dear to us.” 

Miss Lydia Pazos writes: 

“Since my return to Cuba I am happy to report some of the things that have 
been accomplished in the Library of the School of Medicine. 

1. Journals for the last ten years have been installed in the reading room. 

2. Pamphlets and reprints have been separated from the books, have been 
installed in folders and filed. 

3. The loan of books and journals to the members of the staff of the faculty, 
to students and also to any doctor with residence in the city has been the most 
exciting and successful change in the Library. People outside the Library 
considered this the most important and revolutionary change that we have 
made. 

“T have been trying to make the change of our deficient classification system, 
but so far have not succeeded. This is the most difficult point in my job be- 
cause our catalog for the public is just a shelf card catalog and for that reason 
is limited with no sufficient headings and subheading entries, but now just 
recently, the whole problem is being discussed with the Director. . . . In October 
of this year the Library will be reclassified. For that work I am in conversation 
with members of the Library School and they will be sending us some of their 
graduates to cooperate in the work. I have finished the translation of the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus headings and subheadings and now it 
is being revised by Dr. Perez de Los Reyes, our Director. 

“Finally our Library is improving, perhaps not as fast as I wish it would, 
but little by little, ‘just as children grow’.” 

Another fellow, Mrs. Maria José da Fonseca, writes: 

“Last year there was a preliminary congress in library science teaching at 
Sad Paulo. Several states were represented and specialized courses were in- 
cluded. I reported on what I had seen in the United States in the medical 
field and a proposal has been accepted to start summer courses as soon as we 
feel the need for them. The University Central Library is working on a project 
for a union list of periodicals of Sa6 Paulo and later on all Brazil. [am a member 
of a Committee which works on that subject. 

“Since I left the Medical School Library I am organizing the central bureau 
of the Unesco Commissaéo do Instituto Brasileiro de Educacao, Ciéncia e 
Cultura (IBECC). We are now working on some of the many activities it 
involves; in our field, we will prepare Brazilian special bibliographies; publish 
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some papers on library use; on the advantage of indexes and how to use them; 
to distribute among students and graduates, descriptive lists of reference 
periodicals on several subjects, with special emphasis on medical and allied 
subjects. This is part of an educational project. 

“Before leaving the Medical Library, I left there trained girls who do their 
best to maintain the same level they had been taught. Three of them got 
their degree and one is still attending the Library School. The Librarian, Dr. 
Jorge de A. Maia, is interested in indexing Brazilian medical periodicals for 
the last years, which we lack awfully. I have never stopped urging him to go 
on with this project.” 

From Uruguay reports indicate that plans for the new Hospital de Clinicas 
library and for a reorganization of the central medical library are developing, 
but it is too early to make a report at the present time of what part our fellow, 
Mr. Juan Carlos Secondi, might play in them. 


FOREIGN VISITORS AWARDED FELLOWSHIPS FOR THE PERIOD 1950-1951 


Mr. Manmohan Vinayak Kamat, Librarian, Haffkine Institute for Medical 
Research, Parel, Bombay, India, arrived in December, 1950. Mr. Kamat holds 
a B.A. degree from St. Xavier’s College, Bombay, having majored in English 
and French. He is also a graduate of the Bombay Law College, Bombay Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. Kamat became interested in the possibilities of librarianship as an 
important educative medium. Since no library school facilities existed in 
India at that time, he studied the Dewey Universal Classification, and read 
extensively at the Central Library of Baroda where there is a good collection 
of books on library science. 

He became the Librarian of the Haffkine Institute for Medical Research, 
Parel, Bombay, where he has been working since 1927. Since 1942, as part of 
his interest in social service, he has been working in his spare time at the 
Bombay Subarban Sevapremi Mandal Library. 

From January to June, 1951, Mr. Kamat studied at the George Peabody 
College, School of Library Science; during the winter and spring quarters he 
took courses in ‘Intermediate and Advanced Cataloging and Classification,” 
“Library Backgrounds,” and “Bibliography of the Sciences,” and he also 
audited some of the lectures on “Non-Book Materials.’’ During the spring 
quarter he did special problems in medical librarianship at the Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine Library under the supervision of Dr. William 
FitzGerald, Director of the Peabody School of Library Science, and Mrs. 
Eileen Cunningham, Professor of Medical Library Science and Librarian of 
the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Library. 

The Indian Government has aided in financing the trip for Mr. Kamat by 
furnishing his transportation to this country. 
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Mr. Kamat will visit libraries in Chicago, Denver, Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and New York before returning to India in September. 

A young Austrian, Dr. Hildegard Primus, of Vienna, received a Medical 
Library Association travel fellowship for 1950-1951 and a Fulbright travel 
grant which paid her passage from Vienna to the United States and return. 

Dr. Primus attended a private school in Vienna, received her B.A. at the 
University of Vienna, and entered the Vienna University Medical School in 
1942, receiving her medical degree in 1948. She worked in the St. Josef’s 
Hospital in Vienna and in the Wiener Stadtische Poliklinik in 1948-1949. 
More interested in the theoretical than in the practical side of medicine, she 
decided to utilize this interest as a medical librarian rather than a doctor; 
thus, she joined the Vienna University Library staf as Science Librarian and 
has been directing the medical section of that Library since 1949. Dr. Primus 
arrived in the United States on May 11, 1951. 

From May 17th until the 25th of June, Dr. Primus studied and observed 
the methods in use at the Vanderbilt Medical L‘brary in Nashville and also 
in the various other university libraries there. 

Dr. Primus will attend courses at the summer school session of the School of 
Librarianship at the University of Denver and after that will visit libraries 
in the Northwest, Midwest, and East before returning to Vienna early in 
1952. 

The Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and the Denver University 
School of Librarianship are acting as Dr. Primus’s sponsors during her period 
of study and observation in medical libraries in this country. 

Miss Jessie B. Webster is our third fellow for 1950-51. 

Miss Webster is a graduate of George Watson’s Ladies’ College, Edinburgh. 
She received her M.A. from the School of History of the University of Edin- 
Burgh in 1930, having specialized in British and European History. She became 
an Associate of the Library Association (British) in 1934. 

She worked in public libraries in Edinburgh 1930-32, from 1933 to 1943 
in the Edinburgh Historical and Topographical Library. In 1943 she became 
Librarian of the Medical Library of Queen’s University of Belfast. 

In the building now being erected for the teaching hospital a new library is 
being planned. This will become the medical library center for Northern 
Ireland serving the Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority, the members of the 
Ulster Medical Society, and the staff of the Medical School and Hospital. 
In connection with this development, Miss Webster in 1947 worked two months 
in the Royal Society of Medicine Library and visited various other medical 
libraries in London. 

Miss Webster reached the United States March 17, 1951. After a brief 
visit in Washington, she went to Chicago where visits were arranged for her; 
in St. Louis she visited Washington University Medical School. She then 
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spent several weeks at the University of Utah Medical School, where a new 
medical center is being planned. 

After brief visits to Oregon and Seattle, Washington, Miss Webster spent 
several weeks studying libraries in San Francisco and Los Angeles. She will 
visit libraries in the eastern cities before returning to Ireland toward the end 
of September, 1951. 

We have arranged to have all three of our fellows attend the meetings of 
the Medical Library Association, and Miss Webster and Mr. Kamat will take 
the course in medical librarianship being given by Miss Estel'e Brodman at 
tke Columbia University School of Library Service in July and August, 1951. 
Dr. Primus will not take this course because of her late arrival in this country, 
and will study at the Denver School of Library Science instead. 

The Institute of International Education requested our aid for Mr. Erich 
Lang, a young medical student from Vienna who wishes to work in the library 
of the Gesellschaft der Aerzte and to help in organizing a library for the 
Arbeits Gemeinschaft der Mediziner in Vienna while continuing his work 
toward his medical degree. He received his tuition at the Columbia University 
School of Library Service for 1950-51 and part of his living stipend through 
our grant. 

Mr. Lang graduated from the Real Gymnasium in Vienna with honors in 
1947. He has specialized in languages and in 1945 worked with the City Council 
as interpreter. In 1947 he enrolled at the Vienna University, specializing in 
medicine. 


OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


Early in 1951 Mr. Dan Lacy, Deputy Chief Assistant Librarian of Congress, 
reported that the President’s Program of Technical Assistance to Under- 
developed Countries includes plans for library development and requested the 
aid of the Medical Library Association’s Committee on International Coopera- 
tion in developing the medical library aspects of the program. The Library of 
Congress has been asked to aid in organizing and planning, and Mr. Lacy is 
in charge of this project. 

Your Chairman conferred with Mr. Lacy in Washington and, because of 
unsettled world conditions, found that the program is developing more slowly 
than had at first been expected. It was decided that the only contribution which 
our group could make at present was to prepare an information file of persons 
who combine medical library training or experience with aptitude for languages 
and interest in foreign service. Because of the rapid increase in the size of the 
Association it was felt this information could be more rapidly obtained by a 
questionnaire. Answers are still coming in, but a comparatively small number 
of replies were received: 


Women 34 
Men 4 
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Almost all persons replying had a college degree or its equivalent. Almost all 
have had practical experience in medical libraries. 


Number having a B.S. degree in library science 17 
Number having courses in medical librarianship 4 
Number having reading knowledge of foreign languages 35 
Number having speaking ability in foreign languages 26 
Number expressing interest in work in foreign countries 29 
Some unusual language abilities were disclosed and names of new persons 
have been added to the roster of those already known to have special aptitude 
for this type of work. The file will be held and names released to the State 
Department or other Government programs where medical specialization is 
needed. 
No effort is made to place persons in positions and no recommendations are 
made except with the approval of the Committee and the Executive Board. 
The study was for informational purposes only. 


INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERIODICALS AND BooKsS 


It has already been noted how important this phase of our work is, and how 
many requests for aid we have had from other countries. Last year we an- 
nounced the receipt of a grant of $5,000.00 from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
Division of Medical Sciences, which was given to the Association to finance 
a joint project with the U. S. Book Exchange for gathering material left over 
from our own Exchange, or of a type not needed by our own libraries. This 
grant was made in order to fill requests for material for certain foreign in- 
stitutions approved by the Committee on International Cooperation and the 
Rockefeller Foundation. We had a wonderful response from libraries, but, as 
we had expected, a great deal of material was received for some titles, prac- 
tically none for others. The project was more difficult to get under way rapidly 
than we had anticipated; but already by the fall of 1950 the Foundation was 
sufficiently encouraged by the results to extend the period of the initial grant 
until February, 1953. The two main projects this year were: 


Makerere Medical College Library, Kampala, Uganda, East Africa (a college for 
natives) 
Items collected, 9,625 
Japanese medical libraries designated by the Council on Medical Education in Japan 
(American journals for the war years) 
Items collected, 12,706 
Total number of items, 22,331 
Total cost (administration, transportation, etc) $832.60 
Approximate average cost per item, 4 cents. 


This astonishing average, however, was due to a great extent to the large 
number of consignments for Japan; it could not have been attained for other 
projects because for this it was often possible to use Army transportation 
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facilities, as carriers were going automatically to those areas, and this has held 
down the total cost. Miss Ball in her letter of transmission which accompanied 
the financial statement says: “I have been most pleasantly surprised and 
gratified at the self-sustaining character of the program; we have been very 
busy answering second and third offers from many medical libraries, and in 
incorporating into the program offers from individuals and other libraries 
not on the Medical Library Association list.” 

Congratulations are due Miss Ball on her efficient management, and thanks 

go to her and to her staff for their interest and the hard work they have put 
in on this project, which has proved to be one of those rare experiences, a 
cooperative venture which seems to have resulted in an increased mutual 
respect and affection on the part of all concerned in the experiment. 
WR Some libraries have continued to cooperate with UNESCO but this year 
the number of lists and the amount of material allocated through the Clearing 
House for Publications has decreased very much. For the period of July 1, 
1950, to May 15, 1951, UNESCO reports only three lists were received from 
American medical libraries with a distribution of 223 bound volumes and 336 
single issues, a total of 559 items sent to 36 libraries in 20 countries. We are 
not sure why there was such a big decrease from last year but believe our U. S. 
Book Exchange project did have an effect; we also believe that more lists have 
been sent than are included here, some being in process of being allocated. 
Mr. H. C. Campbell is now Head of the UNESCO Clearing House for Pub- 
lications, succeeding Mr. Zuckerman. The Clearing House hopes medical 
libraries will continue to cooperate and if the Smithsonian Institution refuses 
to accept shipments, or if you are unable to pay for shipping costs to Washing- 
ton, hold the packages and notify UNESCO at once, indicating the approximate 
cost of transportation involved, the number of pounds, and the names of the 
recipient libraries. A small sum has been set aside to help defray such transpor- 
tation charges during 1951. 

Librarians may select the agency through which they wish to dispose of resi- 
dues from offerings to the Medical Library Association Exchange or material 
not wanted by them, but do not throw away material without listing it with 
some of them; it can probably be used. 

I want to stress once more that this program is entirely voluntary on the part 
of the libraries participating, that it utilizes material either left over from our 
Exchange offerings or material that experience shows is not needed by mem- 
bers, and that it is material which would otherwise be lost to the medical 
profession. 





The Marcia C. Noyes Award of the 
Medical Library Association 1951* 


Two years ago in Galveston, Texas, the first Marcia C. Noyes Award was 
presented to Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. It is our pleasure and privilege now 
to honor another worthy member of our Association. The committee, consisting 
of Mrs. Edith Dernehl, Miss Frida Pliefke, Miss M. Edna M. Poole, Miss 
Louise Williams, and Miss Elisabeth D. Runge, with due consideration, chose 
one who has devoted over half a century to medical librarianship with high 
effectiveness, success, and leadership. 

Mr. James Francis Ballard was born in Saranac, New York, but has lived 
most of his life in New England. He began his library services as a messenger 
in 1892 and in a surprisingly short time reached the top as Director of the 
Boston Medical Library. He says pure luck and a facility for languages were 
a great help in his work. 

Mr. Ballard’s length of service and his interest in the welfare and advance- 
ment of the Medical Library Association have been unflagging. He developed 
the Boston Medical Library as a regional medical center so that it now con- 
tains an outstanding collection, especially of incunabula. He spent much time 
in Europe purchasing old and rare medical books. 

Mr. Ballard has been a helpful contributor to library periodicals and is the 
author of several pamphlets pertaining to medical libraries and medical history, 
including the famous Boston Med:cal Litrary Class ‘ficat-on. 

His many offices include the Presidency of our Asscciation, and he has served 
on various committees, not only in our Association, but in other organizations. 
He is a member of local, state, national, and international medical ‘and library 
organizations. He has been a gracious host to three of our conventions—in 
1921, 1938, and 1950. 

So to Mr. Ballard, who has given freely of his talents and energies to the 
activities of the Medical Library Association and to Medical Librarianship as 
a whole, we present in appreciation this coaster, ash tray, placque or for what- 
ever use he may decide to put this silver tray. We hope that he may long use 
it with happy memories of the great regard in which he is held by his colleagues. 


To James F. BALLARD 
The Second Marcia C. Noyes Award 
For a Half Century’s Great Service 
In Medical Librarianship 
Presented at Denver, Colorado 
June 29, 1951 





* Presented at the Annual Banquet of the 50th Annual Meeting, Medical Library Asso- 
ciation, Denver, Colorado, June 29, 1951. 
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Annual Reports of 1950-51 Committees 
of the Medical Library Association* 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Under the new By-laws it is mandatory that the Report of the Board of 
Directors be an item of business at the Annual Meeting. I, therefore, consider 
it a privilege to bring you information about the state of the Association and 
to review briefly the work of the year, Since the reports of the Secretary and 
of the various Committees will include details of the Association’s affairs, I 
will mention only one or two projects briefly. 

Two new committees were contemplated this year. The Committee on 
Subject Headings for Atomic Medicine was not formed until very late in the 
year, while the Committee on Health Books for the Layman has not yet been 
selected. All the other committees, as you will hear from the reports, have 
been busy all year. 

The Certification program has progressed more rapidly than was expected 
and, asa result of requests for Certification, some questions have arisen which 
will require action of the Association. The Subcommittee on Certification has 
wrestled with several knotty problems, which, of course, might be expected 
in a brand new project of such importance. No doubt it will be necessary to 
make changes in the code to meet the practical needs of Certification. It was 
impossible to anticipate all of the questions which might arise. 

The BULLETIN and the Exchange together have been, these many years, the 
backbone of the Association. Both functioned as efficiently as usual but both 
are feeling the pressure of the greatly enlarged membership and are looking 
for ways and means of keeping up with the times. The problem of overworked 
committee members and officers is still with us and as usual the Board of 
Directors is concerned with finding financial ways of easing some of the burden. 
The Medical Library Association, as many other societies, has been built up 
through volunteer effort, but the time has come when the amount of work 
involved has become too burdensome for people who are also regularly em- 
ployed. 

The membership status will be reported by another committee but I should 
like to request the members to stand as I read the names of those who have 
passed away during the year. 

* These reports were read at the annual meeting in Denver, June 28 to July 2, 1951. 


It was not poss ble to edit the proceedings and meet the publisher’s deadline. Therefore, 
the transactions of the meeting will appear in the January 1952 issue of the BULLETIN. 
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Honorary member Active members 
Dr. George Dock Miss Caroline E. Robinson 
Miss Janie Turner 


The Medical Library Association has been represented at several national 
meetings and has cooperated with other organizations of similar character. 
Our society has been particularly interested in a federation of library associa- 
tions and I hope that you have already received the report of the Council of 
National Library Associations on Federation and that you will be ready to 
act upon it later. 

Although one always wishes for greater achievement, the Board feels justified 
in reporting another successful year in carrying forward its program in the 
interests of progressive medical librarianship, and in promoting good fellowship 
and cordial relations with medical libraries in the country and with the pro- 
fession which these libraries serve. 

Marjorie J. DARRACH, 
» President 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 1950-1951 


This report will summarize the activities of the Medical Library Association 
during the past year. As in previous years, the notes of progress are clear and 
gratifying. That undertones of serious problems, requiring the thoughtful 
consideration of every member, accompany this, cannot be denied being heard 
also. 
The advancement of medical librarianship was again one of the primary 
interests of this association during the past year. 

The Committee on Standards for Medical Librarianship has announced 
the opening of a new course entitled Medical Libraries at Emory University 
from July 19th to August 24th, with Miss Mildred Jordan in charge. The 
course Medical Literature will again be given by Miss Estelle Brodman in the 
summer session of this year at Columbia University. Funds provided by the 
Eli Lilly Company totalling one thousand dollars per year have made possible 
the granting of scholarships to worthy applicants for admission to these courses. 
Last year, two candidates, Miss Patricia M. Berkeley and Miss Dorothy Long, 
were selected for these honors. This year, three students, one of whom will be 
registered for the course at Emory University, will be similarly honored. 

Within the international field, medical librarianship has again been gen- 
erously supported and advanced by the Rockefeller Foundation. A grant of 
thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for fellowships for a three-year period begin- 
ning June 1, 1951, has been provided by the Foundation. Three foreign fellows 
have been sponsored by the Medical Library Association through the aid of 
the ten thousand dollar grant of the Foundation during the past year. They 
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are Mr. Manmohan Vinayak Kamat of India, Miss Jessie Webster of Belfast, 
Ireland, and Dr. Hildegarde Primus of Vienna, Austria. 

Certification has proceeded at an intense pace. The statistical report of the 
Subcommittee on Certification eloquently substantiates this. 

The Subcommittee on Curriculum has made recommendations whereby the 
classification of candidates in the three grades of certification will be clarified. 

The Subcommittee on Internship made a preliminary study of the appli- 
cability of the standards considered necessary for libraries approved for intern- 
ship. Startling facts were revealed. As a result, the committee is considering 
the possibilities of a personal survey by the Medical Library Association of 
libraries interested in offering training to interns. 

This year, the Subcommittee on Recruitment was active in bringing the 
opportunities of medical library work to the attention of students on the high 
school level. 

The Committee on Criteria for Medical School Libraries has worked hard 
in compiling revised and shortened lists of books and journals and a library 
questionnaire as a basis for surveying the resources and facilities of libraries 
of medical schools. Completion of these criteria is anticipated within the next 
year. 

Since the approval of the American Library Association and the Special 
Libraries Association is desirable for standards for hospital, medical, and 
nursing school libraries, the Joint Committee on Standards for Hospital and 
Nursing School Libraries met with representatives of these associations during 
the year. A draft of Tentative Objectives and Standards for Hospital Medical 
Libraries was compiled and has been presented to the Association for final 
approval. 

The Public Relations officer has worked diligently at publicizing the Medical 
Library Association within and beyond the periphery of its membership. Of 
especial note within was the distribution of a newsletter, an experimental 
venture, concerning which an expression of the reaction of the membership is 
very much desired. 

The treasurer has reported a balance of one thousand seven hundred seventy- 
three dollars and four cents ($1,773.04) in excess of expenditure on hand at the 
close of the past year (1950). 

The Finance Committee has drawn up an estimated budget of income and 
expenditures for the current year. 

A campaign for sustaining memberships in a selected group of twenty-five 
foundations and approximately seventy-five publishers of books in the field 
of medicine and related sciences was undertaken by the Committee on Grants 
and Gifts. The committee regrets the inactivity of the Association in presenting 
a constructive program of approved projects for which the funds needed are to 
be secured by the committee. 
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For fine quality of content, the Association may again take justifiable pride 
in its official journal, the BULLETIN OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Costs of publication problems, however, have taxed the Publications Commit- 
tee and the editorial staff. To offset these, the advantages and disadvantages 
of several solutions have been carefully considered. 

During the year, through the assistance of the editor of the BULLETIN, the 
Dir.ct ry and a new edition of the Association’s information folder came off 
the press. 

Miss Pauline Duffield, custodian of this association’s Archives, has dis- 
tributed five hundred and ninety-seven (597) back issues of the BULLETIN to 
members in this country, Canada, and foreign countries. 

The activities of the Placement Service continued at a high level throughout 
the year, although a decrease in the number of positions available and the 
number of persons applying was noted. Information accumulated by the Sub- 
committee of the Survey in 1947-48 still continues to be useful to the Place- 
ment Advisor. However, in response to numerous requests for detailed in- 
formation concerning present-day salary levels, the Subcommittee is asking 
for the approval of this association for a formal follow-up study of the original 
survey within the next year. 

The Exchange Committee, comprised almost entirely of a new membership 
during the past year, undertook an objective study of the functioning of the 
Exchange. As an outgrowth of this, a number of recommendations have been 
submitted for consideration in the continuation of the service of an exchange 
committee to this association. 

On the basis of statistical returns, the Exchange has reported one hundred 
of the one hundred and sixty-three libraries contributing material during the 
past year have shipped duplicate items equivalent in amount to the full ca- 
pacity content of a library of four thousand eighty-three (4,083) feet of shelves. 

The Extension Work in Medical Libraries Committee has made a study of 
library facilities used by rural doctors. The results are giving a more realistic 
conception of the extent to which the doctor, inconvenienced by distance, 
finds it possible to solve his problem of improving his patient care by adding 
depth to his knowledge, and in keeping up with the current literature. 

In response to an appeal from the Library of Congress for assistance in 
developing the library activities of the President’s Point Four Program, the 
Committee on International Cooperation circulated an explanatory letter and 
personnel form to the medical library profession for the purpose of establishing 
a record of persons interested and adequately prepared for service in the foreign 
medical library field. 

The Committee on Periodicals and Serials Publications has reported the 
completion of several projects begun in the previous administrative year. In 
addition, in a joint meeting with the Committee on Abstracting and Indexing 
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held in New York City on April 7, 1951, a plan for the development of a 
finding list for medical periodicals was outlined. However, before proceeding 
further, an enthusiastic expression of opinion for, or distinct expression of 
opinion against, this project is desired by these committees from the member- 
ship of the Association. 

The regional groups have reported active participation and gratifying re- 
sponses of growing interest on the part of the medical librarians within their 
respective areas. Two groups, the New York Regional Group and the Mid- 
west Regional Group have met the standards for affiliation with the Medical 
Library Association. 

Mr. Scott Adams again served the Association by acting as its representative 
in the third annual meeting of the United States Book Exchange held in 
Washington, D. C., October 13, 1950. Mr. Adams will serve on the Nominating 
Committee of the United States Book Exchange for the next year. 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey represented this Association at the annual meeting 
of the American Documentation Institute in the Library of Congress on 
February 15, 1951. His report mentions citations to papers soon to be published 
or presented concerned with aspects of problems in bibliography which will 
be of interest to all of us. 

Dr. William J. Wilson represented the Medical Library Association at the 
meeting of the Microcard Coinmittee in Cleveland July 19, 1950. After this 
meeting, Miss Charlotte Coffman became chairman of the Microcard Com- 
mittee of this association. She has indicated the Microcard Committee of the 
American Library Association is interested in securing the cooperation of the 
Medical Library Association in the production of microcards in the field of 
medicine. 

The Centenary Conference of the Library Association of 1950 met in London 
on September 18 to 22, 1950. Mr. Cyril C. Barnard of the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine Library was asked to represent this associa- 
tion at this meeting. 

Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham and Miss Janet Doe attended the meeting of 
the American Committee on Arrangements for an International Library Con- 
gress in 1951, held in New York City on November 24, 1950. 

Mr. Scott Adams, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Miss Estelle Brodman, and Miss 
Mabel McLaughlin were our representatives at the Second National Con- 
ference on Occupied Countries held in Washington, D. C., November 30 
and December ist, 1950. 

The Council of National Library Associations met upon two occasions during 
the past year for the purpose of developing and bringing to the attention of 
all national library associations in this country a plan of reorganization into 
a Federation of National Library Associations. At these meetings, held on 
November 26, 1950, and on May 19, 1951, in New York City, Dr. Sanford V. 
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Larkey presided as chairman, and Miss Janet Doe and Miss Marjorie J. 
Darrach attended as representatives of this association. A mimeographed copy 
of the statement of federation as approved by the Council has been circulated 
to every member of this association for thoughtful consideration and an ex- 
pression of individual ideas and opinion. 

The Joint Committee on Library Education of the Council of National 
Library Associations met upon three occasions during the past year. On July 
16th, a meeting was held during the American Library Association conference 
in Cleveland, and on November 18th and 19th, 1950, and May 4th, 5th, and 
6th, 1951, meetings were held in New York City. Mrs. Eileen R. Cunning- 
ham represented this association at these meetings. Miss Mary Louise Mar- 
shall and Dr. Sanford V. Larkey also were present in several sessions. 

The Subcommittee on Education for Special Librarianship of the Joint 
Committee on Education held two meetings, on November 18, 1950 and May 
5, 1951, respectively, in New York City. Miss Mary Louise Marshall and Dr. 
Sanford V. Larkey of this association are members of this committee. 

The American Standards Association Committee Z39 held a meeting in 
New York City on April 6, 1951. Miss Janet Doe presided as chairman of this 
meeting. Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Miss Ruth 
MacDonald, and Mr. Harold Oatfield also were present. 

During the year, one hundred and six (106) new members joined the Medical 
Library Association. 

CAROLINE RIECHERS, 
Secretary 


REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Again this year there has been no active membership campaign but we 
have had a large number of new members and many inquiries. An article in 
one of the UNESCO publications telling about the Exchange brought a number 
of letters from foreign libraries. 

The Committee on Grants and Gifts under Mr. Keys has started a campaign 
for Sustaining Members but at present there are no new ones to report. 

The membership application blanks for all classes of membership have had 
to be revised due to the changes in the Constitution last year but have not yet 
been reprinted as we had a large supply on hand. 

The Manual of Procedure has been very helpful again this year but I would 
suggest to my successor that, as a time saver, a card file with colored signals 
be substituted for the Day Book. 

Before I give brief statistics of the year’s new members I want to express 
my gratitude for their cooperation to the members of the Committee: 


Miss Anna P. Kennedy of the Alameda Co. (Calif.) Medical Assn. Library 
Miss Gertrude G. Minsk of the University of Chicago Bio-Medical Library 
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Miss Lora-Frances Davis of the Florida State Board of Health Library 
Miss Clara A. Robeson of the Mass. College of Pharmacy Sheppard Library 
Miss Theresa Sears of the McGill Medical Library 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey of the Welch Medical Library 


I think Miss Robeson, especially, deserves my thanks as she has had such a 
large number of applications. Also, I want to thank Miss Post for her excellent 
notes on material turned over to me. 

The following is a brief outline of the 1950-51 membership statistics: 


New Members: 
Institutional members 
Active members 
Associate members 

Deceased: 

Active members........ 
Honorary members.......... 

Resigned or Delinquent: 
Institutional members 
Active members........ 
Associate members 

Gain of: 
Institutional members 
Active members 
Associate members 
Loss of: 
Honorary members 
Total Membership 


Chairman 


NEw MEMBERS 
1950-51 


Institutional Members 
34 


Junin 959 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


American Pharmaceutical Association Li- 
brary 

2215 Constitution Avenue 

Washington 7, D. C. Biblioteca do Instituto Butantan 

Caixa Postal 65 


Aviation Medical Acceleration Laboratory San Dain, Senet 
? 


Library 
U. S. Naval Air Development Center 


Johnsville, Pa. Biblioteca 


Faculdade de Medicina de Universidade de 


Asociacion Odontologica Argentina Biblio- 
teca 


Sao Paulo 
Av. Dr. Arnaldo 
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Caixa Postal 2921 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. 
Medical and Scientific Libraries 
Station Street 

Nottingham, England 


Borgess Hospita! Medical Library 
1521 Gull Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 


Boston College School of Nursing Library 
126 Newbury Street (5th Floor) 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 


Brooklyn College of Pharmacy Library 
600 Lafayette Avenue 
Brooklyn 16, New York 


Fargo Clinic Library 
807 Broadway 
Fargo, North Dakota 


Hospital of Saint Raphael Medical Library 


Chapel Street and Sherman Avenue 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 


Misericordia Hospital Medical Library 
54th St. and Cedar Avenue 
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania 


Mount Sinai Hospital 
Memorial Medical Library 
4300 Alton Road 

Miami Beach 40, Florida 


Nepera Chemical Co., Inc. Library 
21 Gray Oaks Avenue, Nepera Park 
Yonkers 2, N. Y. 


New Britain General Hospital Medical Li- 
brary 

92 Grand Street 

New Britain, Connecticut 


New Rochelle Hospital 
J. Marshall Perley Medical Library 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


P. O. Box 501 
New Rochelle, New York 


Newton-Wellesley Hospital Library 
Newton Lower Falls, Mass. 


Ortho Research Foundation Library 
Raritan, New Jersey 


Topeka State Hospital Professional Library 
Topeka, Kansas 


United States Naval Hospital Medical Li- 
brary 

Bldg. 1, 

Great Lakes, Illinois 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

42nd Avenue and Clement Street 

San Francisco 21, California 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 
Coral Gables, Florida 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
John C. Nelson Library 
Marion, Indiana 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Bedford, Massachusetts 

U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Dearborn, Michigan 


U. S. Veterans Administration Medical 
Library 

54th St. and 48th Avenue 

Minneapolis 17, Minnesota 


U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 


U. S. Thayer Veterans Administration Hos- 
pital Medical Library 

White Bridge Road 

Nashville 5, Tennessee 
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University College of the West Indies 
Library 

Nona, St. Andrew 

Jamaica, British West Indies 


University of Florida 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Library 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Building 
Gainesville, Florida 


University of Kentucky 
College of Pharmacy 
Gordon L. Curry Library 


104 West Chestnut Street 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 


University of North Dakota 
Harley E. French Medical Library 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 


University of Saskatchewan Medical Library 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 


Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic 
3811 O’Hara Street 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


Active Members 


Barrett, Myrna A. 
Medical Technical Library 
Fitzsimons Army Hospital 
Denver 8, Colo. 


Berman, Mrs. K. Kathryn 
328 South Peters 
Norman, Oklahoma 


Bindarup, Miss Catherina Lorraine 
147 Worthington Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Bonacia R(odriguez), Elba 
Cuidad Universitaria 
Caracas, Venezuela 


Cabral, Miss Anna G. 
4561 172nd Street 
Fiushing, New York 


Cassidy, Miss Eva, R.R.L. 

South Shore Hospital 

Medical Library & Medical Record Library 
8015 S. Luella 

Chicago 17, Illinois 


Colburn, Mrs. Edna Walker 
Glendale Sanitarium and Hospital 
1509 East Wilson Avenue 
Glendale 6, California 


Cole, Miss Lucy Ellms 
Medical Library 


V.A. Hospital 
2601 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Collins, Mr. Aeneas P. 
Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Library 
Hamilton, Montana 


Cooper, Miss Beulah 
Box 684 

Tuskegee Institute 
Tuskegee, Alabama 


Corcoran, Mrs. Ruth J. 

National Institutes of Health Library 
4614 Chase Avenue 

Bethesda 14, Maryland 


Cowles, Mrs. Barbara 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy Library 
10 Museum Road 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Cutter, Richard S. 

Army Medical Library 

7th and Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Doherty, Miss Margaret 
1021 Greenleaf Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 


Douglas, Mrs. Florence C. 
584 West Ferry Street 
Buffalo 22, New York 
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Dumke, Mrs. Lillian B. 

The Charles Denison M.D. Memorial 
Library 

University of Colorado Medical Center 

4200 East Ninth Avenue 

Denver 7, Colorado 


Dunkel, Miss Beatrice V. 
The Seton Institute 
Baltimore 15, Md. 


Ellerman, Mrs. Helene V. 

San Diego County Medical Society Library 
1410 Medico Dental Bldg. 

San Diego 1, California 


Fahrney, Miss Roenna 
Technical Library 
Camp Detrick 
Frederick, Md. 


Finkel, Miss Lucy 
Hahneman Medical School Library 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Fisher, Marshall H. 
224 Highland Blvd. 
Brooklyn 7, New York 


Fortune, Miss Jane 

Smith, Kline & French Laboratories 
1530 Spring Garden Street 
Philadelphia 1, Pa. 


Frisbie, Miss Katharine K. 
155 Van Wagenen Avenue 
Jersey City 6, New Jersey 


Gist, Mrs. Ida Lee W. 

Oklahoma Medical Research Institute and 
Hospital 

825 N.E. 13th Street 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Gould, Mrs. Edith C. 

Victoria Medical Society Library 
Royal Jubilee Hospital 

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 


Hall, Miss Florence B. 
National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda 15, Maryland 


Harris, Miss Ernestine 

Veterans Administration Hospital Library 
Will Rogers Field 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Harris, Miss Hilda F. 

Harvard University 

School of Medicine and Public Health 
25 Shattuck Street 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Hasting, Miss Eleanor R. 
3601 Wisconsin Ave., N.W. 
Washington 16, D.C. 


Held, Miss Rosalie H. 

St. Louis University 
School of Medicine Library 
1402 S. Grand Blv’d 

St. Louis 4, Mo. 


Johannsen, Miss Erica 
Escuela de Salubridad 
Correo 9 

Nunoa 

Santiago, Chile 


Johannsen, Miss Ileana 
Escuela de Salubridad 
Correo 9 

Nunoa 

Santiago, Chile 


Klotter, Miss Alva S. 
Patton State Hospital 
Patton, California 


Koumans, Dr. Frederik Petrus 

Medische en Pharmaceutische Bibliotheek 
Zuidwal.83 

’s-Gravenhage, Netherlands 


Leonard, Miss Agatha 
University of Toronto Library 
Toronto 5, Canada 


Loomis, Mrs. Vera 
Fargo Clinic Library 
807 Broadway 
Fargo, North Dakota 
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McLean, Mrs. Louise L. 
433 Creston Avenue 
Kalamazoo 34, Michigan 


Menninger, Miss Ruth Lewis 
Mount Sinai Hospital 
Memorial Medical Library 
4300 Alton Road 

Miami Beach 40, Florida 


Miranda, Miss Altagracia 
P.O. Box 7048 
Santurce, Puerto Rico 


Mohrhardt, Foster 

Library Service, Special Services 
Veterans Administration 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Parker, Miss Sheila Margaret 
Mayo Clinic Library 
Rochester, Minnesota 


Peeke, Mrs. Mary Edie 
144-23rd Avenue 
San Francisco 21, California 


Powell, Miss Evelyn 
St. Anne’s Hospital 
Medical Staff Library 
4950 W. Thomas 
Chicago 51, Iil. 


Price, Mrs. Avis C. 

Standard Oil Development Company 
Medical Research Division, Library 
P.O. Box 51 

Linden, New Jersey 


Rafter, Mrs. Sharlene Garlough 
P.O.Box 7548 

Benjamin Franklin Station 
Washington 4, D.C. 


Reilley, Jeanne M. 
Stoneleigh Court Apt. Hotel 
1250 N. Stone Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Riechers, Miss Caroline 
Library of Rush Medical College 


1758 West Harrison Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Robinson, Mrs. Thelma Pheanis 
7908 Sleaford Place 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Rose, Mrs. Ruth 

Hertzler Research Foundation Library 
Hertzler Clinic 

Halstead, Kansas 


Rumsey, Mrs. Clark H. 

Library 

State University of New York 

Medical Center at Syracuse University 
Syracuse 10, New York 


Schultz, Mrs. Claire K. 
Glenalden, Pennsylvania 


Shank, Georgene Kay (Mrs. Wesley I.) 
1303 Poe Street 
Berkeley 2, California 


Stipa, Miss Helen Rita 
McNeil Laboratories, Inc. 
2900 North Seventeenth Street 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. 


Sutherland, Miss Elizabeth 
Library 

Halloran V.A. Hospital 
Staten Island 1, New York 


Swofford, Miss Lorna L. 
U.S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Topeka, Kansas 


Taylor, Mr. Kanardy L. 
245 Dale Drive 
Silver Spring, Md. 


Thompson, Arthur E. 

The Dr. Ralph L. Dourmashkin Library 
Fordham Hospital 

Fordham Rd. 

Bronx 58, New York 


Tincovich, Miss Mary 
Western Psychiatric Institute & Clinic 
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3811 O’Hara Street 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


Trombley, Ivan C. 
2212 Longview Street 
Austin, Texas 


Vaillancourt, Miss Pauline Mariette 


89-14 34th Ave. 
Jackson Heights, New York 


Brunner, Robert 

Psychiatric Book Dealer 
1212 Avenue of the Americas 
New York 19, N. Y. 


Ferraro, Louis R., M.D. 
Chairman, Library Committee 
St. Francis Hospital Library 
Poughkeepsie, New York 


Wallgren, Miss Anne Patricia 
Graduate School of Public Health 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


Wiedeman, Miss Gertrude Adela 
University of Texas 

Medical Branch Library 
Galveston, Texas 


Associate Members 


Stenn, Frederick, M.D. 
1811 W. 47th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


Taylor, Miss Betsy 
2 North Shore Terrace 


Danville, Illinois 


Wilcox, Wayland D. 


600 S. Washington Square 


Hudson, Henry Lea Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


600 S. Washington Square 


Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
meen G, Oe Wright, Arthur W., M.D. 


Albany Medica! College 
Department of Pathology 
Albany 8, New York 


Loesecke, Hildegarde 
92 Monroe Place 
Bloomfield, New Jersey 


Young, Dr. Raymond L. 
207 East Palace Avenue 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 


Spahr, John Febiger 
600 S. Washington Square 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


I have the honor to submit herewith t'1e consolidated report of the financial 
condition of the Medical Library Association for the year ended 31 December 
1950. 

The income of the Association exceeded the expenses in the amount of 
$1,773.04. This increase of $1,773.04 in the net worth of the Association com- 
pares favorably with the average increase of $1,457.52 in the previous four 
years although in one of those years, 1948, the excess of income over expendi- 
tures was only $85.26. The total net worth of the Association on 31 December 
1950 was $20,694.10. 

Eli Lilly and Company contributed the major gift of the year—$1,000.00. 

The financial condition of the Association continues to be good and although 
expenditures are steadily increasing, it is anticipated that the increase in 
dues for 1951 will, to a large measure, offset the increased expenditures. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 1950 


Income: 
Dues: 


Library members ($20.00) 
Professional members ($5.00) 
Professional members ($3.00) 
Supporting members ($5.00) 
Sustaining members ($100.00) 


Total dues received 
BULLETIN: 
Subscriptions 
Advertising 
Back numbers and extra copies 
Reprints 
Other BULLETIN income 


Total BULLETIN income (exclusive of dues) $2,215.66 
Interest on savings accounts : 133.10 
Interest on securities 217.00 
Handbook royalties 111.50 
Registration and other receipts from annual meeting 496.58 
Contribution—Eli Lilly and Company 1,000.00 
Income from certification 135.00 
Miscellaneous income. ............0.0ccc000 002 16.88 


Total income for year........ $14,394.72 


Expenses: 


Association Exchange: 
Salaries 
Other expenses 1,202.56 


$4,202.56 
BULLETIN Cost: 

Regular issues and reprints 5,882.42 
President’s expense 73.78 
Secretary’s office 228.25 
Treasurer’s office 189.65 
Special committees 844.97 
Auditor’s fee 150.00 
Summer school scholarships (application in part of 

contribution of $1,000.00) 300.00 
Annual! meeting 200.54 
Miscellaneous expense 549.51 


Total expenses for year.............. 12,621.68 


Excess of income over expense......... $1,773.04 
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STATEMENT OF CasH ACCOUNTING FOR THE YEAR 1950 
Cash Balance, January 1, 1950 


Treasurer’s Checking Account: 
General Fund 
Rockefeller Foundation—scholarship fund 


$9 610.52 
Savings accounts in Baltimore banks... . 5,976.97 


Total balance, January 1, 1950............. $15,587.49 


Cash receipts—1950 
Total income. 14,394.72 
Rockefeller Foundation—scholarship fund 


Total receipts $17 ,394.72 
Less interest on bonds—not received in cash 


Cash receipts 17,177,72 


Total January 1 balance plus receipts $32,765.21 


Cash Disbursements—1950: 
Total expenses 12,621. 
Less withholding taxes for 1950—not paid December 31, 1950. . 106. 


$12,515. 
Plus withholding taxes for J949—paid in 1950...... Malailtes 94.7 


Total disbursements—General Fund patie $12,610.22 
Cash disbursements—Rockefeller Fund ea 5,941.55 


Total disbursements. . i $18,551.77 
Cash balance, Besser 31, 1950 sist $14,213.44 


Consisting of: 
Treasurer’s checking account—The New Haven Bank, New 
Haven, Connecticut: 
General Fund ; $4,924.23 
Rockefeller Foundation scholarship fund , .. 3,179.14 8,103.37 


Savings accounts 
Eutaw Savings Bank of Baltimore 
Metropolitan Savings Bank of Baltimore. . saat ta Tae 
Union Trust Company of Maryland (Baltimore)... ‘ 6,110.07 


Total as above ee ee ro $14,213.44 


FREDERICK G. KILGour, 
Treasurer 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 


In accordance with the function assigned to the Finance Committee by the 
Medical Library Association By-laws as amended in 1950, the Finance Com- 
mittee prepared a budget for the Medical Library Association fiscal (calendar) 
year 1951. This estimated budget was presented to the Board of Directors, 
received its approval, and is in force at present. It forms a portion of this 
report and, as such, has been distributed to those present at this business 
session of the Medical Library Association. 

Such a method of distributing this information gives very incomplete cover- 
age for the membership as a whole. Many members have no access to it until 
the minutes of the meeting are published in the BULLETIN. Therefore, this year 
as an experiment, and through the. kindness of Mildred Naylor, the budget 
has been sent to the Institutional members with the June Exchange List, with 
the request that the recipient call it to the attention of others who may be 
interested. Your comments on this plan are desired by the Finance Committee. 

This committee has given consideration to methods for expediting budget 
preparation so that the Board of Directors may have it for study well ahead 
of the beginning of the fiscal (calendar) year. Two aids toward this end are (1) 
the inclusion of less detail and (2) the initiation of budget preparation at an 
earlier date. To give these a trial, an estimated budget for 1952 has been pre- 
pared and transmitted to the President and the Board of Directors by the 
present Finance Committee. 

At the suggestion of the Treasurer, a breakdown of Medical Library Associa- 
tion expenditures giving data on the amounts spent for supplies, equipment, 
postage, salaries, wages, and other details has been assembled for the informa- 
tion of the Board of Directors and others who may request it. 

Reference to the budget will show that estimated income and expenses 
balance with no allowance for savings. In contradistinction to this, the final 
analysis may show a balance for the year on the Treasurer’s books. Plans and 
their fulfillment often differ. Perhaps, projects have been delayed or, strange as 
it may seem, cost less then expected. 

Reference to the budget will show the listing of grants and gifts. It is hoped 
that all moneys which are expended under the administration of the Medical 
Library Association through its officers or committees are mentioned in this 
budget and it is thus descriptive of the work done by the Association and of 
the money which passes through its hands. Some of these grants are spent on 
behalf of other organizations and any balance left after the expiration of the 
grant reverts to that organization. 

In the past, attention has been called to the “token” allowance in the budget 
of $10.00 for petty items for each committee. Upon accession to an office or 
a committee chairmanship each individual receives from the Finance Commit- 
tee and the Treasurer a letter explaining that this is available and that further 
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money may be assigned for Medical Library Association work upon request to 
the Board of Directors. Much of the committee work entails no expense, but 
it may not be amiss to repeat that this arrangement is made so that none need 
feel that expenses incident to Medical Library Association work must be paid 
by a library or an individual. 

The Finance Committee has suggested no changes in Medicah Library As- 
sociation investments since the 1950 annual meeting. However, consideration 
has been given to the financial state of the Association in relation to rising 
costs and Association projects. The Finance Committee has recommended to 
the Board of Directors that recourse be made to Medical Library Association 
reserve moneys should the present income fall short of covering those current 
expenses which the Board considers urgent. Accumulation of the reserves was 
begun years ago with the hope that they might eventually produce income 
sufficient to pay the costs of a central Association office. This is a dream which 
seems unlikely to be realized in the near future. On the other hand, furtherance 
of Medical Library Association work by some of this reserve money mizht 
lead to the Association producing results which would bring gifts or grants 
for continuance of its work. 

The members of the Finance Committee, Anna C. Holt, Frederick G. Kilgour, 
and Bertha B. Hallam, appreciate the fine cooperation they have received in 
their work with the officers and committee chairmen of the Medical Library 


Association during the past year. 


Berta B. Haram, 
Chairman 


APPENDIX I TO FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 1950-51 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUDGET, 1951 
(as approved by the Board of Directors) 


Estimated receipts for 1951 usable for budget purpose (this omits interest on savings 
accounts and securities and returns on Revolving Fund moneys, such as Handbook royalties) , 
Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted 
neral Grants & Grants, 
Income Gifts Gifts & 
Revolving 
Funds 
Dues 
Institutional members ($25.00) (estimate 370)..... $9,250.00 
- Sustaining members ($100.00) 300.00 
Associate members ($5.00) (estimate 100)......... 500.00 
Active members, receiving BULLETIN ($7.00) (esti- 
mate 280) 
Active members, not receiving BULLETIN ($5.00) 
(estimate 160) 
BULLETIN— 
Subscriptions, non-members, ($5.00)... .. 
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Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted 
General Grants & Grants, 
Income Gifts Gifts & 

Re. ol. ing 
Funds 


Sale of back numbers.......... 100.00 
Advertisements 900.00 
Sale of reprints 75.00 
Army Medical Library, Honorary Consultants (for 
printing transactions) 200.00 
Annual meeting registration fees ($2.00) 400.00 
Certification fees 500.00 
Miscellaneous income 
Lilly Grant balance for 1949, 1950 
Lilly Grant 1951 
Revolving Funds from Savings Accounts 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for Foreign Scholar- 
ships & Visitors (administered for Rockefeller 
Foundation by M.L.A. Committee on Inter- 
national Cooperation) 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for Internationa! Ex- 
change of Medical Literature (administered for 
the Rockefeller Foundation jointly by M.L.A. 
Comm. on International Cooperation and the 
U. S. Book Exchange over a period of 3 years 
beginning in 1950)... ...........6... 5,000.00 


tei en beemicres =~ S $16,010.00 $2,390.00 $16,200.00 


Estimated Expenditure for 1951 
Exchange 


Officers’ Expenses 
Se rere Be cee ee 
Secretary, incl. M.L.A. stationery 
Treasurer, incl. bond 
Other special officers, as public relations 
Special Committees—20 at $10.00 each for petty 


Annual audit 
Annual meeting (incl. committee expense).......... 
Certification 
Miscellaneous (as dues in library organizations, repre- 
sentation at meetings of other organizations)... . 
Special Projects & Committee Work authorized by 
Board of Directors 
Grants & Gifts—Promotion 
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Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted 
General Grants & Grants, 
Income Gifts Gifts & 
Revolving 
Funds 
Membership Comm.—Promotion. . . . : 50.00 
Placement Officer Projects. ces Shang 50.00 
Survey of Medical School Libraries........ . 100.00 
Recruitment. Ga aR a AEE tees 100.00 
Abstracting & Sadeiien.. 5 50.00 
News Sheet, 1951...... 500.00 
Other authorizations to be made in 1951 or held 
over from 1950................ “cy 285.00 
Scholarships (Lilly Fund)..... $2,390.00 
Directory (reimbursable to MLA Savings Accounts). . 
Checklist of periodicals (reimbursable to MLA Savings 
Accounts) 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for Foreign Scholar- 
ships and Visitors, (incl. 3% overhead) (adminis- 
tered for the Rockefeller Foundation by M.L.A. 
Committee on International Cooperation) 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for International Ex- 
change of Medical Literature (administered for 
the Rockefeller Foundation jointly by M.L.A. 
Comm. on International Cooperation and the 
U. S. Book Exchange over a — of 3 years 
beginning in 1950)... ne 5,000.00 





Total... ecedechscuceaie $16,010.00 $2,390.00 $16,200.00 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 


Again in 1950-1951 the Committee’s greatest problem has been rising pub- 
lication costs. The Waverly Press whose work on the BULLETIN has been wholly 
satisfactory was forced, together with other publishers, to increase prices in 
1951. Although the Committee has been well pleased with the Press and 
hesitated to seek elsewhere for perhaps cheaper work, it seemed necessary to 
reconsider the matter. The Editor suggested a revolutionary change which 
might help solve the problem. 

The cost of printing the BULLETIN has risen 31 per cent during the past 
year, to make a total increase of 46.3 per cent since 1948. Thanks to the efforts 
of Mr. MacWatt, the Business Manager, the BULLETIN’s income has also 
risen—30 per cent in the past year. Nevertheless, because of the comparatively 
small actual dollar value of our income as compared to the comparative 
large dollar value of our printing costs, the BULLETIN has been costing the 
Association more and more to publish. Even though we feel that the As- 
sociation is getting a better BULLETIN than it did two or three years ago, we 
still have felt the necessity of examining our method of publication more closely. 
This examination took two forms—getting bids from other printers, and 
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exploring the possibility of using some method of publication other than 
printing. 

As yet we have not received the requested estimates from other printers, 
and we do not expect that bids by printers of the same high quality as Waverly 
will be much lower. Since we are entirely satisfied with the Waverly Press and 
its work, we have no desire to change printers unless a real saving can be 
effected. 

Photo-offset publication of our BULLETIN is another matter. This would 
cost much less than printing, to be sure, but there are hidden factors which 
make it unsatisfactory for a volunteer organization. Photo-offset requires 
typing the material in exact form on sheets of specified size and in specified 
detail. Without a typewriter which can justify its lines and without a varityper 
which can vary its type-faces, a photo-offset printing job is a dull thing indeed. 
Such a typewriter costs $1800 and there is a six months’ wait in the Defense 
Department to obtain it, so presumably civilians have to wait even longer. 
Even if we had such a typewriter, we would still need a typist, and a good 
typist costs money. 

Many photo-offset concerns will do the typing for their customers—but at 
a price which makes the cost of printing seem less astronomical. Under these 
circumstances we have given up the idea of photo-offset. 

What remains? There are several alternatives. We can publish fewer pages. 
We can enlarge the numbers of letters on a page by using smaller type and 
providing smaller margins. We can try to charge more for our advertising, 
although we think this a shaky proposition, since the cost of advertising in 
our journal is now almost as much as the cost of a direct mailing to our mem- 
bers. Or, finally, we can attempt to raise advertising revenue by issuing the 
BULLETIN more frequently and getting the same number of advertisers, say, 
ten times a year, rather than four times. This is what we propose to the As- 
sociation. 

It is obvious that if prices of advertising in the BULLETIN were raised, the 
result might well be a loss of some accounts. However, if the BULLETIN came 
out more often, it is probable that the advertisers would welcome the oppor- 
tunity of having their ads more often before the eyes of potential customers. 
The Committee, therefore, suggests the consideration of bringing out ten 
issues a year, each issue consisting of about thirty-two pages. The cost of 
printing would be little more, the income from advertisements much more. 

There are both advantages and disadvantages to be discussed. The Associa- 
tion’s newsletter which the Public Relations Officer has mimeographed and 
distributed to members might easily and more cheaply be incorporated in the 
BULLETIN whose frequent appearance would prevent the long delay in pub- 
lication now necessitated by the BULLETIN’s being issued quarterly. The 
printing of the transactions of the Annual meeting presents a difficulty, how- 
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ever, but it could be overcome by bringing out one longer issue each year— 
perhaps of sixty-four pages. 

There is no doubt that getting out ten issues a year would mean more work 
for the editors. For their help the Committee would like to make another 
recommendation. Since the number of members of the Committee has been 
limited by the By-laws, the Committee advises the appointment of an Editorial 
Board. This could be composed of members of the Committee plus others 
whose aid the Committee would welcome. Thus the Public Relations Officer 
might be a member if the Newsletter is included in the BULLETIN. Also, it 
would then be possible for an additional person to be appointed to take care 
of book reviews, relieving the Associate Editor of a time-consuming chore. 
Such a body would facilitate the work of the Committee. Furthermore, there 
are publications of the Association not the responsibility of the editors of the 
BULLETIN, such as the Dircct-ry or the Handbook. If the editors of such 
publications were members of the Editorial Board, there would be closer 
cooperation in seeing them through the press. 

It is with regret that the Committee must announce the resignation as 
Business Manager of Mr. J. Alan MacWatt who has worked diligently in the 
last two years to raise the income from advertisements. His resignation was 
prompted by his feeling that a change in Business Managers every other year 
would result in more efficient service. It is his opinion that it might be wise 
to limit that office to two years’ duration. A further suggestion was that the 
member of the Committee who had been taking care of the mailing list should 
at the end of the two-year term assume the position of Business Manager. 
The Committee recommends this to the Board of Directors. 

During the past year the editors have seen through the press the Directory 
and the Association’s information folder. 

There have been 4 issues of the BULLETIN since the 1950 meeting of the 
Association: 

Date Size Cost 
July 1950... | Sutehensiers 60 pp. $707.01 
October 1950.............. 134 pp. 1239.28 


January 1951....... 74 pp. 979.30 
April 1951....... vinenss oe 1189.00 


SS sist nn nk 369 pp. $4105.59 


Cost of publishing BULLETIN: 


Printing 4 issues and index............ = . $4105.59 
Printing ad card and wrappers.......... ; ! 67.00 
ES occ Gk pawpalcnes sedeneng ese ess ates 75.00 
Stationery 41.96 
ere es eee a ET 
Miscellaneous... ene re weld asa 38.31 


Total... euadseanins .... $4427.86 
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Income: 


Advertising wy ee $785.56 
Honorary Consultants, AML 200.00 
Authors’ photographs........ 25.00 
Subscriptions at $5.00* 1000.00 
Subscriptions at $2.00T 506.00 


2516.56 $2516.56 
Total cost to Association........ ee . $1911.30 
* Non-members 
t Members 


For the high quality of the BULLETIN the editors are entirely responsible. 
Miss Brodman’s talents are well known to the Association, and we are happy 
to report that both she and Miss Mildred E. Blake have agreed to remain for 
another year. Miss Blake has done yeoman service in seeing that the issues 
come out on time and in correct form. She has been completely responsible for 
book reviews and news notes, and has aided immeasurably in selecting and 
editing the papers printed, in proofreading, and in the writing of editorials. 
To Mr. MacWatt, mentioned above, and to Mr. Salant who has kept the 
mailing list in order, we are also grateful. 

GERTRUDE L. ANNAN, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVES CURATOR 


The Medical Library Association Archives are housed in the Library of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Building, 1211 Cathedral Street, Baltimore 
1, Maryland. They are in three steel letter files and a two-door steel cabinet 
which are the property of the Association. The BULLETINs of the Medical Library 
Association are shelved in the basement stacks of the Library. (A complete 
list of the available BULLETINS accompanies this report.) 

The following numbers are needed. Will any member having duplicate 
issues please mail them to the above address. 


Vol. 7 #1; Vol. 11 #1-4; Vol. 13 #3-4; Vol. 14 #2-3; Vol. 25 #*3-4; Vol. 31 #4; 
Vol. 32 #1, 2, 3; Vol. 33 #2; Vol. 37 #1. 


Very little material has been received for the Archives this year. 

There has been a great increase in the number of BULLETINs returned to the 
printer, which in turn are sent to us; we have had as many as twenty issues 
returned at one time. 


FIscAL REPORT 


From January ist to December 31st, a total of 597 BULLETINS were mailed 
to members in the United States, Canada and Foreign Countries. The dis- 
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tribution was as follows: 


Czechoslovakia......... 
Belgium. . . ae aatee 
eS Ee eee 
England... 

Ireland...... 

Israel . . é 
Philippines. ... 
Switzerland... . 

Denmark. . 


Russia. 
Denmark. . 
Japan... 
France. 
Canada... 
Italy.... 
Argentina. 
Cuba. . 


— be eK OO st BH 


Total Foreign. . 
Total U.S..... 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Balance on hand January. 1, 1950 
Received from M.L.A. March 25, 1950 
Received from M.L.A. August-23, 1950...... 


Total........ eee 
Postage—M.L.A. BULLETINS. . 


Balance on hand December 31, 1950 


PAULINE DUFFIELD, 
Archives Curator 


BULLETINS OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


79 Vol. 10 1-2 
115 3 
93 4 
96 Vol. 11. #1-4 
121 (one issue) 
100 Vol. 12 #1 
80 2-4 
7 Vol. #% 1-2 
59 3-4 
Vol. #1 
80 2-3 
4 
Vol. 15 #1 
2 
3 
4 


Number of each issue on 
hand April, 1951 
Vol. 1 #1 40 
251 
132 
147 
137 
120 
104 
130 
136 
163 
160 
160 
173 
187 
181 
156 
85 


we 


* 
% 
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#1 
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135 
177 
217 
214 
143 
231 

29 

62 

28 

27 

24 

22 

48 

(none 

printed) 
54 

60 

62 

20 

34 


0 Vol. 33 #1 
0 


we 


2 

3 

73 4 
77 : # 

45 2 

48 3 

70 4 

83 ; #1 

25 2 

66 3 

85 a 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 
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40 ; # 
18 
29 
95 
15 ‘ # 
18 |- 
41 
21 
59 : % 
53 
86 
75 
22 Vol. 39 # 
0 2 
0 Issue # 1—January 
0 2—April 
0 3—June 
58 4—October 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 


In the past year news releases and answers to requests for information have 
been sent to appropriate individuals, journals, and institutions, concerning 
the 1950 Annual meeting, the certification program, serial checklists published 
by the Association, and the summer school courses in medical librarianship 
offered in 1951. 

The Midwest Regional Group has been given the opportunity to publish 
a series of articles on the hospital medical library and the nursing school 
library in Hospital Topics. These began appearing with the April issue. To 
give them wider scope, the aid of librarians from both the east and west coasts 
was enlisted. The articles are directed primarily at hospital personnel, not 
overlooking the administrator. 

Newspaper and radio publicity for this meeting was handled by the De- 
partment of Personnel and Public Relations of the University of Colorado 
Department of Medicine. 

The decision to start a newsletter in the year 1951 was made by the Board 
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of Directors at its meeting last June and thereafter was presented to the un- 
suspecting Public Relations Officer. The first steps toward publishing such a 
letter were taken last November, when chairmen of committees were asked to 
send in news items. To those who responded generously goes deep gratitude, 
as well as apology for the apparent neglect of contributions. There were two 
stillborn newsletters before one was finally sent out on May 10, 1951. 

The slowness with which this experiment has gotten under way is due to 
difficulties in the collection and clearance of news, questions of scope and 
function of the letter and of this office, and problems of production and dis- 
tribution, some of which are still to be dealt with. On many points discussion 
would be helpful, and suggestions are invited. The cost of a newsletter would 
be approximately $25.00 per issue. 

HELEN G. FIELD, 
Public Relations Officer 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS 
FOR MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


This year the Standards Committee and its Subcommittees have proceeded 
along the lines established by the preceding committees, and have attempted 
to solve some of the new problems that have arisen. 

The selection of two recipients for the scholarships to the summer course in 


Medical liierat. re at the Columbia University School of Library Service, given 
in the summer session, 1950, was made during the Boston meeting. 

From a group of eight applicants, Miss Patricia M. Berkeley, librarian of 
the Vancouver Medical Association Library, and Miss Dorothy Long, for- 
merly with the Veterans Administration, were selected to receive a scholarship 
of $150 each. The funds were made available to the Medical Library Associa- 
tion by the Eli Lilly Company. 

This year three scholarships will be awarded, two for the course at Columbia, 
and one for the course at Emory. Twenty-six inquiries concerning the scholar- 
ships have been received. It is hoped that it will be possible for the Standards 
Committee to make the selection of three recipients during this meeting. 

In addition to the course, Medical lileralure, which is offered at Columbia 
and taught by Miss Estelle Brodman, another opportunity for librarians to 
obtain medical library training is now available. A course titled Medical 
libraries is to be taught by Miss Mildred Jordan, at Emory University, Division 
of Librarianship, Atlanta, Georgia. This course, with a credit value of 5 quarter 
hours, will meet ten hours a week, July 19 through August 24. 

While all the Subcommittees have had an active year, a tremendous burden 
of work has fallenon the Subcommittee on Certification. Miss Margaret Palmer 
is the chairman of this subcommittee, and will report on the accomplishments, 
and the problems in detail. 
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The Subccermmittee on Internship, guided by Miss Marjorie Darrach, has 
further studied the problem of internships and has recommendations to make. 
Dr. FitzGerald, chairman of the Subcommittee on the Curriculum, will report 
on the progress of his committee. 
Mrs. Ella Crandall will tell of the activities of the Subcommittee on Recruit- 
ment. 
I wish to thank all the Subcommittee members for their good work. 
Marion A. Murpuy, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION 


The Subcommittee on Certification has spent an extremely busy year, which 
can be condensed into the following figures: 


176 applications were sent out upon request. 

60 of these were completed and returned to the subcommittee. 

56 were evaluated by the members of the Subcommittee and sent to the Standards 
Committee for final decision. 

4 are still in process of being evaluated. 

44 copies of the Booklet of Information were sent to people who requested only that 
material. Library schools, vocational guidance counsellors, and officials of other 
organizations considering certifcation were interested in Medical Library Associ- 
ation’s program and wanted information supplied by the Booklet. 


MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM 


As a result of numerous discussions and communications of various forms 
concerned with the curriculum for medical librarianship, the Subcommittee 
recommends that: 

1. Candidates for certification at grade 1 should have completed either V. A., 
Columbia, or Emory courses in the field (especially since these are approved 
and, in the last two courses, assisted by M. L. A.). 

2. All other candidates who feel qualified as a result of “Special Libraries” 
and “Science Bibliography” courses, etc., should apply for an examination, as 
suggested in Number 5, Article C of the Code (Special Certificate). 

Wiiuiam A. FitzGerap, Pu.D., 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNSHIP 


The Subcommittee on Internship last year drew up certain qualifications nec- 
essary for libraries approved for internship. It seemed, then, that the first thing 
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to be done this year was to find out how many libraries meet these requirements 
and would be willing to take on the responsibility of training an intern. 

A questionnaire was sent to 16 libraries as a spot check to find some libraries 
which meet the standard set by the Subcommittee and which might be willing 
to accept a student and to test the questionnaire. Twelve replies were received 
and these replies revealed some serious flaws in wording the questionnaire. 

Surprising facts were brought out. Of some 155 full time staff members in the 
13 libraries reporting, 77 were eligible for certification, and 62 had library school 
degrees. Apparently some libraries with comparatively large staffs are content 
with clerical workers while others have no staff members designated as clerical. 
Of the 12 libraries reporting 2 did not have 2 staff members with 5 years’ experi- 
ence in a medical library. 

Since the quality of the book collection and the quality of the staff as well as 
their teaching ability are really more important than the number of volumes in 
the library, it has seemed to this committee that, in order to induce students 
to spend a year of their time in internship, we must be sure that we are offering 
them something of real value. Probably no library offers an opportunity to ob- 
serve all the activities carried out in every library, but even without such 
differences, there is a great variation in opportunities offered. 

Therefore, if we can finance it, it would seem wise for the Medical Library 
Association to make a personal survey of the libraries desirous of offering in- 
ternships so that we would have a list of internships acceptable for certification. 
It probably cannot be undertaken immediately but the committee would like 
an expression of opinion from the members of the Association. If the Association 
agrees, then we would have to find some way to finance it. This, of course, is a 
radical proposal for libraries but it has long been thé custom in the medical 
profession. It would no doubt do much for the libraries, especially medical school 
libraries, for it would help the rating of the school with the accrediting bodies 
if the library as well as the hospital were acceptable for internship. 

MARJORIE J. DARRACH, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON RECRUITMENT 


Special stress in this year’s recruiting has been to students on the high school 
level. Subject specialization is becoming more and more important in the library 
world, and students need to enter college with a definite program and profession 
in mind, in order to get the necessary subject training. Since the Medical Li- 
brary Association is trying to raise the standards of the profession through 
special courses, internships, and certification, the recruitment at high school level 
becomes more and more important. 

During the year many of the larger high schools were contacted, and inter- 
views with vocational guidance counselors in the schools gave the medical 
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librarian, in several instances, an opportunity to talk to groups of students. A 
great deal of interest was shown and many of them asked for more information 
and literature. To many the course seemed long and drawn out. The students 
were looking for a training that would prepare them for a profession in much less 
time than the library career seemed to offer. 

As librarian in a large general hospital, I have an opportunity to meet many 
of the high school seniors and the junior college students. On days when they 
have their field trips, those interested in nursing, medicine, or any of the tech- 
nician courses want to visit the hospital. As they make a tour of the institution 
and are taken to the library, the librarian generally has a chance to speak to 
them briefly about library work and to discover those who display strong in- 
terest in the subject. This past year probably two hundred students have been 
reached in this way, of whom six called back for personal information. This 
gave added opportunity to give them literature available, and to paint a better 
picture for them of medical librarianship. 

The nursing school on three occasions sent applicants to get information on 
library training, as they did not qualify for the nursing profession. Their reason 
for not being able to undertake the nursing profession was that they were not 
physically able to stand the strain, and to most people library work is much less 
strenuous. 

The library schools were contacted this year much as they have been the 
previous years. From the committee members reporting, eighteen library 
schools were contacted. Eight recruitment talks were given. No talks were given 
at the other places for various reasons. Speakers could not be arranged for, 
or they were too busy to follow through, student interest did not seem great 
enough to the director to warrant talks, schools did not answer replies, or were 
contacted so late in the year that there was no opening available. One speaker 
had made his own arrangements to meet with the school, but because of death 
in the school the talk scheduled was canceled, and the speaker had to forego his 
speaking engagement. Another speaker could not arrange an hour when she 
could speak with the entire group, but the director sent four students to her 
library for an entire afternoon. Each then wrote a long, detailed, and good paper 
on the inner workings of the library. The librarian corrected the papers and 
was given a carbon copy of each for her files. She said that she was very grateful 
for these papers and will bind them for historical purposes. 

Three hundred Journal of the American Medical Association reprints, sixty- 
three Medical Library Association brochures, twenty-one Mademoiselle re- 
prints, thirty “Why be a librarian” posters, and fifty-six Medical Librarianship 
articles were distributed. 

Our chief difficulty was that of trying to run a committee through the mails. 
The Committee did not have the opportunity of meeting for discussion and 
planning—a procedure so essential to good team work. Our committee was 
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late in getting started, and before we realized it, school schedules were crowded, 
and students had already decided their careers and had made definite plans 
early in the first semester. 

The committee needs more publicity material, and it needs the help of per- 
sons who have a flair for writing and who can get articles published in lay, voca- 
tional, and professional journals. A special fund for printed material would be 
most helpful. More publicizing of our profession would, I believe, make less 
recruiting necessary. Students would then come with knowledge and training 
mingled with enthusiasm. 

Miss Louise Lage, the incoming chairman, has worked most diligently and 
contributed a great deal to this report. To her and the other members of the 
committee, Mabel McLaughlin and Robert B. Austin, and to all those who have 
participated, my sincere thanks. 

- Etta CRANDALL, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION REPRESEN- 
TATIVES ON THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY EDUCA- 
TION OF THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


Three meetings of the Committee were held this year, the first in Cleveland 
on Sunday, July 16, 1950, immediately preceding the American Library Asso- 
ciation meetings; the second meeting on Saturday, November 18, 1950, in 
New York, and the third on Saturday, May 5, 1951, in New York. In addition 
almost all the members gathered for an informal luncheon discussion in Chicago 
during the American Library Association Midwinter Meetings, 1951. The 
Medical Library Association has been represented at all these conferences by 
both Miss Marshall and Mrs. Cunningham or by one of them. 

From the standpoint of our Association the most important step taken dur- 
ing the year was the establishment of a Subcommittee on Education for Special 
Librarianship under the Chairmanship of Mr. Edward T. Waters. The mem- 
bership of this Subcommittee was announced in the Bulletin of the Medical Li- 
brary Association 39: 164-165, April, 1951. Medical librarianship is well repre- 
sented since Mary Louise Marshall and Sanford V. Larkey are both members. 
This Subcommittee has met several times, usually preceding the meetings of 
the Joint Committee. In order to obtain as well rounded a viewpoint as possible, 
representation was not limited to special librarians but includes professors 
from library schools in different parts of the country. 

A preliminary report by Irene Strieby, Mary Louise Marshall, and Edward 
T. Waters and a document by Professor Leon Carnovsky, ‘“‘Education (prepara- 
tion) for Special Librarianship” formed the basis of discussion of the first 
meetings. The six proposed steps of the Strieby-Marshall-Waters Report (un- 
published) were later integrated into a revised version of the Carnovsky Report 
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(unpublished) which formed the basis for subsequent discussion. This report 
suggested, as a point-of departure, accepting the Cunningham-Shores* division 
of special libraries into four major classifications with some amplification. 

The application of the American Library Association Task Analysis to medi- 
cal libraries as a guide to setting up requirements for teaching special librarian- 
ship was discussed. It was evident that most of the Committee felt that this 
Task Analysis, from the point of view of the special libraries, gave negative 
results, i.e., that it was primarily an analysis concerned with the basic proce- 
dures which are common to all libraries, regardless of subject, and, therefore, 
served chiefly to establish these common denominators and was useful to define 
where special training should begin, rather than as a guide as to what is required. 

Mr. Melvin Vo'gt in a very thoughtful letter to the Chairman of the Sub- 
committee had also stressed the point that the differences in subject librarian- 
ship do not lie in the operation processes per se, but rather in the material 
serviced, the knowledge of subject content and special tools and bibliography, 
plus the special techniques needed to service a special clientele. 

Replies received by the Chairman in response to letters sent out to constitu- 
ent member Associations of C.N.L.A. showed again the two points of view, 
already established at the Princeton Conference—the recognition of the need 
for training in special librarianship by those working in the special subject fields, 
and a disinterest in the matter on the part of those not working in these fields. 

Professor Leon Carnovsky proposed that the Committee proceed immediately 
with a study which would pool opinions as to what would constitute an ideal 
curriculum for education in special librarianship in those subject fields where 
there seemed to be the most acute need for it. It was decided to begin with six 
subject areas, with one person responsible for gathering material in each. The six 
decided upon were Science-Technology, Melvin Voigt; Music, Leon Carnovsky; 
Law, Julius Marke; Theatre, George Freedley; Finance, Eleanor Cavanaugh; 
Medicine, Mary Louise Marshall. 

The Report of the Consultants to the Subcommittee on Examinations and 
Standards will be published in slightly revised form in the July, 1951, issue of 
the Library Quarterly, and 1,000 reprints will be made available for wide dis- 
tribution in order to obtain as large a sampling of opinion as possible. Further 
activity will depend on the comments received. 

The Report of Mr. Shaffer’s Subcommittee on a Placement Bureau is not in 
final enough form for comment at this time. 

The question of liaison with the American Library Association’s Board of 
Education for Librarianship was discussed and some disappointment was ex- 
pressed that a closer relationship with that group had not been achieved. It 
was also felt that while the ‘“Tentative Standards for Accreditation,” presented 


* Cunningham, E. R.: Library school undergraduate curriculum. Special Libraries 31: 
15-20. 1940. 
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by the Board, American Library Association Bulletin, June, 1951, represented 
a fine piece of thoughtful work, it was a pity, from the view point of specialized 
training, that the only statement concerning it in the section on “Curriculum” 
was negative in character. 
Mary Lovuis—E MARSHALL 
EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 
Representatives 


REPORT OF THE PLACEMENT SERVICE 


Last year’s Placement Service report stated that there was some evidence 
of a drop from the recent peak of available medical library positions. This sug- 
gestion of change has been borne out by the placement figures of 1950-51, a year 
during which placement activities have slowed down somewhat in regard to 
both positions and applicants. There were 15 fewer positions and 19 fewer ap- 
plicants listed during 1950-51 than in the preceding year. 

The following figures show the extent of placement activity since the Boston 
meeting : 

Positions Applicants 
Number remaining on the lists from 1949-50 43 
Number added 1950-51 5 45 
Total on lists 88 


Number removed 1950-51 38 . 
Number remaining June 1951 50 


During the year covered by this report, 475 letters and notices were sent out 
by the Placement Service. This correspondence resulted in filling 12 positions 
and placing 12 applicants—a smaller number than in the preceding year. Of 
the other positions listed, 31 were filled through other placement agencies or 
library contacts; 4 failed to materialize (either from lack of expected funds or 
forced change of plans); and 2 were removed from the placement list for lack 
of sufficient information. One other position still on the list offers a salary so 
far below the accepted minimum that there seems no chance of filling the 
vacancy. 

Besides the 12 applicants placed by this placement service, 10 others were 
placed in medical library positions through other agencies or personal contacts. 
Six candidates accepted non-medical library positions, presumably offering 
higher salaries or some other personal advantage. After looking over the field, 
4 applicants decided to remain in their present positions. Illness removed 2 li- 
brarians from the list; 2 more were withdrawn after continued failure to pro- 
vide information necessary for effective placement. One applicant left the 
library fold for the field of marriage. 

Of the 50 applicants now remaining on the list, 9 will consider positions only 
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in one definite city of their choice; and 10 others specify a narrowly limited 
geographic area. Restrictions of this sort naturally decrease the ready chance 
for successful placement. 

In addition to the positions and applicants listed for active placement, there 
are each year various requests for information and advice on matters pertaining 
to medical library placement. This year 10 librarians and libraries were ‘‘ad- 
vised” from the facts at hand, thus enabling the Placement Advisor in some 
degree to justify her title. 

One problem has presented itself several times this year, and not for the first 
time. Librarians write to the Placement Service requesting that applicants be 
directed to them. The Placement Service sends notices to qualified applicants; 
these applicants write to the prospective employer, as instructed—and receive 
no answer of any kind. Applicants then appeal to the Placement Advisor for an 
explanation of the complete blankness which results from their inquiries. We 
are all well aware of how busy, and often hard-pressed, librarians are; but, 
frankly, I can find no convincing and no tactful explanation to give to appli- 
cants whose letters are thus ignored. Good business demands that letters be 
answered, whether in the affirmative or negative. If library administration is 
not considered on a business basis, then mere courtesy, I believe, equally re- 
quires an answer to sincere letters of inquiry which have been solicited through 
the Placement Service. 

It is gratifying that each year libraries and applicants do improve in the 


matter of providing the Placement Service with adequate information. The 
number of entries removed from the lists this year for lack of information was 
much smaller than in preceding years. 
My final refrain this time is the same as in the past: placement is a most re- 
warding work and never fails to give a feeling of effort well-spent. 
Iba Marian ROBINSON, 
Placement Advisor 


REPORT OF THE PLACEMENT SERVICE SUBCOMMITTEE 
FOR THE SURVEY 


Although the Subcommittee for the Survey again this year carried out no 
specific survey project, it continued to provide material, on request, from the 
original survey and from the follow-up report. Various libraries on the place- 
ment list asked for information on salary standards and other personnel trends, 
and in almost every instance later reported that the figures supplied by the - 
Subcommittee had proved effective in influencing administrative authorities. 

Most of the requests for information were concerned with salary levels, but 
some other interesting questions arose also. One librarian asked if we could give 
her the number of staff members (divided into professional and non-profes- 
sional) in medical college libraries of various sizes, so that she might convince 
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the administration of her justified need for more personnel. Although no figures 
on this subject had been published in the survey, it was possible to work them 
out from the detailed questionnaires which are still kept on file. This is merely 
an example of the type of service which the Subcommittee is able to give. 

There have been numerous requests in the past year for another formal 
follow-up on the original survey, to show in detail the changes in salary levels 
to date. Because such a follow-up would give more extensive and more specific 
figures than those computed through information which comes intermittently 
to the Placement Service, the Subcommittee feels that a new study would be 
desirable in 1952. With the approval of the Association, such a study will be 
planned. If librarians wish to have other pertinent points reviewed, besides 
salaries, their early suggestions will be helpful in determining the exact form 
of this follow-up. 

Each year this report mentions the Roster of Medical Librarians, on the 
chance that new Association members may need to be informed of its exact 
nature. It is a confidential file concerning details about the training and experi- 
ence of medical librarians, the only record of its kind assembled in one place. 
It is not intended for placement use, but rather as a record and source of sta- 
tistics about people working in libraries of the medical sciences. It has proved 
of value repeatedly to the Association and to individuals in specific situations. 
Filing a form with this Roster is entirely voluntary, but to be encouraged. 
Forms are available here or may be obtained by mail at any time. 

It has been gratifying to the Subcommittee, as in past years, to be able to 
give helpful information from the basic survey material. We look forward to 
extending the usefulness of the records through the proposed project for the 
coming year. 

Ipa MarRIAN ROBINSON, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE EXCHANGE COMMITTEE 


At the beginning of its term of service the Exchange Committee was advised 
that there was “‘need for a study of the functioning of the Exchange in order to 
determine (1) whether the ‘Principles upon which it is used apply to the present 
day situation,’ and (2) new methods and means... whereby the efficiency of 
its operation might be improved...” 

_ The Exchange Committee held two meetings, at each of which four members 
were present, and carried on the remainder of its business by correspondence. 
A reexamination of the principles upon which the Exchange is based has led 

the Committee to recommend the addition of a Preamble and a Chapter III 

to the regulations approved by the Forty-Eighth Annual Meeting of the Asso- 

ciation as published in the BULLETIN (37: 354, October 1949) and distributed 
to the institutional members. 

1. The Preamble. The Exchange has been a vital force in the growth and 
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effectiveness of the Medical Library Association throughout its history. This 
vitality has been the result of the great generosity of the members of the Asso- 
ciation, who have continuously offered more material than they could expect 
to receive. It shall be understood, however, that neither the By-laws of the 
Association nor the Rules of the Exchange as they are written now shall be 
construed as attempting to control a library’s right to dispose of any library 
property in any manner it may choose. 

2. Chatter III. Alternate Procedure. It is recognized that libraries may use 
alternate methods of disposal for material which they feel cannot be offered on 
the Exchange. In order to insure the most equitable distribution of such mate- 
rial, libraries which are obliged to choose alternate means of disposal are urged 
to publicize their plans in the BULLETIN, the MLA Newsletter, or the MLA 
Exchange list. (The announcement of those plans could indicate the type of 
material being offered and the terms of disposition. Inquiries could be di- 
rected to the offering library, which would be responsible for the ci-tribution 
of the material.) 

In considering briefly ‘“‘new methods and means” of operating the Exchange, 
the Committee believes that the applicability of mechanical sorting devices to 
the distribution of Exchange materia] is doubtful. Inasmuch as time did not 
permit a thorough study of these devices, the present Committee recommends 
to the succeeding Committee the continuation of the study of them. 

Recognizing the fact that those engaged in any enterprise should evaluate 
constantly their procedures, the retiring Exchange Committee further recom- 
mends: 

1. A continuous study of the over-all activities of the Exchange, 

2. Comparison with comparable enterprises, and 

3. A receptive attitude toward any method which may increase the benefits 
of the Exchange to every member. 

JACQUELINE W. FELTER, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE MANAGER OF THE EXCHANGE 


I have the honor to report that another successful year for the Exchange has 
passed into history, despite some criticism and the increased membership. 

Out of 163 lots published, one hundred reported statistics. They add up to 
104,023 single issues and 4928 bound volumes and books. These numbers would 
fill 4083 running feet of shelving. 

Long experience and detailed study has convinced me that the present 
method of operating the Exchange is the best method we could use considering 
all the factors relative to the large domestic and foreign membership. 

To broadcast all duplicate material of all library members would be physically 
impos-ible. You have only to add the circulation figures of any ten publications, 
and take a percentage of the number which will find their way into some medi- 
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cal library to become a duplicate, to realize what an impossible goal this 
would be. 

It would seem that ten lists a year are the most that should be published. 
The time necessary to reach all members, the amount of work that librarians 
have to do on the lists, both in preparation and in the selection of material from 
the ten lists, not to mention shipping, make any further increased distribution 
impossible. 

Lists for broadcasting should be acceptable to the Manager. Librarians 
should learn to discriminate between useless and worth-while material. This is 
particularly true regarding books. Monographs and classical texts of any date 
are acknowledged as important. Material in foreign languages is desirable. The 
ordinary textbook, except in the latest edition, is hardly worth the money it 
costs to house and ship. Do not list reprints and imperfect material. If you list 
theses, be sure to include the university from which they originated. 

The word altruistic is a favorite one in talking about the Exchange. It is true 
our principles are altruistic but the Exchange is a give and take operation. It is 
not altruistic to give away one’s white elephants and receive much needed 
material in exchange. Altruism enters the picture in the time it takes to list 
and ship your unwanted duplicates. It is this form of altruism which makes the 
Exchange a success. 

I have many complaints about the cost of express packages, and more and 
more requests that material be mailed. The cost of living has risen nearly one 
hundred per cent. Railway express charges, and also mailing charges, have risen 
in proportion. I have stated before that no receiving library has the right to 
demand how its gifts shall be shipped. It must be done with the least drain on 
the donor, since the material is free except for transportation. At the high cost 
of single issues of journals when purchased from a dealer, express charges are 
negligible. It might help your budget to figure these costs from your purchasing 
fund, and not from petty cash, since transportation charges cover the purchase 
of this material. This particularly applies to government libraries. 

This is our record for the year. I hope it has been a good Exchange year for 
each one of you. 

MILDRED V. NAYLOR, 
« Manager 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PERIODICALS AND 
SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 


The Committee has completed the preparation of and issued the two check- 
lists begun (and described to you) last year.’’” For the balance of the year the 


1. Checklist of U. S. A. and Canadian Holdings of Austrian, Belgian, French, and 
Italian Medical and Dental Periodicals 1939-1948. $2.00 a copy; order from Treasurer, M.L.A. 

2. Selective List of Latin American Medical Serials. Gratis on request to Acquisition 
Division, Army Medical Library. 
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Committee has remained dormant, attempting to recharge its energies in pros- 
pect of a probably strenuous 1951-52 season. 

Periodical cost rises in relation to general inflation continue to be a problem, 
for medical libraries especially, unsolved except on individual bases. Willingness 
of the M.L.A. to cooperate with other library groups interested in this same 
question, notably the Joint Conference in Great Britain, the College and Re- 
search Libraries Association, and A.L.A. Periodicals Committee and Serials 
Round Table group, has yet to produce results. A suggestion has been thrown 
out again to consider the advisability of developing in the United States a plan 
for keeping regional subscriptions to the most expensive foreign publications, 
with otherwise general cancellation to ease the individual budget loads. There 
has been little response to the suggestion except from certain key publishers. 

The Committee met en masse jointly with the M.L.A.’s Committee on Ab- 
stracting and Indexing on April 7, 1951, in New York City. At this meeting one 
of the principal items on the agenda was the development of a finding list for 
medical periodicals. UNESCO and WHO are issuing a list of approximately 
4000 medical and bio-medical serial titles, Periodica Medica Mundi. It was 
thought that this list could serve as the basis for a Medical Union List when 
modified by suitable symbclic additions and be issued at reasonable cost to 
consumers. Its preparation might next year become a joint project of the two 
committees mentioned, but only should voiced Association interest and a genu- 
ine demand create the impetus. An inquiry has been directed to Excerpta Medica 
to ascertain its attitude toward the possible application. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my great appreciation for the continu- 
ing cooperation given by all members to the work of the Committee. 

HAROLD OATFIELD, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING 


The past year has seen considerable development and progress in our think- 
ing in regard to bibliographic problems. This has been due to a number of in- 
fluences: the University of Chicago Conference on Bibliography last summer, 
the publication of the UNESCO/LC Joint Bibliographic Survey, and finally a 
series of conferences on bibliographic planning which have taken place at 
UNESCO during the’ past few months—the most notable being the Conference 
on the Improvement of Bibliographic Services, November, 1950. 

Confusion caused by the multiplicity of names of committees dealing with 
the several closely related bibliographic problems—of which abstracting and 
indexing are but two, though important ones—has led several groups, among 
them the Association of Research Libraries, to adopt such simpler and more 
accurate names as “Committee on Bibliography” or ‘(Committee on Biblio- 
graphic Planning.” Your committee has asked the Medical Library Association 
Board of Directors to consider the advisability of making a similar change in 
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the name of this committee. I am sure they will give the situation careful con- 
sideration and decide what they feel is best in the light of these new develop- 
ments. 


SCIENCE FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED 


An important event has occurred during the past few months, which is of 
interest to all scientists, and those doing medical research. The Science Foun- 
dation, recommended in the Vannevar Bush Report, Science the Endless Fron- 
tier, has at last become a reality. We have been in communication with the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Foundation, Dr. Alan T. Waterman, 
and he has written recently that they “hope to establish a small ‘Office of Scien- 
tific Information’ in the near future.’ .. . “I not only have a keen interest in 
the whole subject,”’ Dr. Waterman writes, “but have been in touch with some 
of the groups which are working for ways and means of better presentation 
and dissemination of scientific literature.”’ These activities are vital to any 
research program. 


UNESCO anp WHO PvBLIcaTIONS 


Of importance to medical libraries is the joint publication, by UNESCO and 
WHO, under the auspices of the UNESCO Coordinating Committee on Medical 
and Biological Abstracting and Indexing, of a list of medical and bio-medical 
periodicals, compiled by Mr. Leslie T. Morton, of the staff of the British Medical 
Journal. This list will be called Periodica Medica Mundi and is now in press. It 
will contain approximately 4,000 titles. Language, if not definitely established 
by stated place of origin, will be indicated by symbols. The number of issues and 
the major international abstracting services covering each journal are indi- 
cated. Each entry is given a key number, titles are given in full, followed by a 
standard abbreviation according to the principles used in the World List of Sci- 
entific Periodicals. The list will have a geographic index and a subject index, 
the key numbers being used to refer from the indexes to the journal titles, and 
the index will have key words in five languages. The list will cost $2.00 in the 
United States. 

Another publication of interest to our group is the Report on Activities and 
Meetings of the Coordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing in the Medi- 
cal and Biological Sciences, UNESCO publications 579 and 580. Number 580 is 
the English edition and 579 the French. In ordering be sure to specify “English 
Edition.” 


EXCERPTA MEDICA OFFERS SPECIAL RATES TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


The Medical Library Association Committee on Abstracting and Indexing 
met in New York on November 17, 1950. Some representatives of Excerpla 
Medica, who happened to be in New York at that time, were invited to the meet- 
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ing and made a report concerning the progress of their abstracting services and 
regarding problems of getting enough additional subscriptions and support 
from scientific societies in order to meet increased production costs which they 
have encountered during the past year. We would like to draw your attention 
to the fine editorial which marked the end of their third year of publication. It 
appeared in the January, 1951, issue of all sections—summing up what they 
are doing and what they hope to accomplish. 

Excertia Medica has always helped medical libraries that subscribe to all 
sections. American libraries with budgets exceeding $3,000.00 for books and 
periodicals are eligible for the basic annual rate of $250.00 for subscriptions to 
all sections; libraries with budgets of $3,000.00 or less for books and periodicals 
can obtain all fifteen sections for $175.00. Libraries subscribing now for the first 
time may place three-year subscriptions at $150.00 a year, or at $125.00 a year 
for five years if their budget for books and periodicals is $3,000.00 or less. For 
those whose budget exceeds $3,000.00, a three-year subscription would cost 
$225.00 a year and $200.00 a year for a five-year subscription. Considering the 
wide coverage of medical literature furnished by this fine bibliographic tool, 
probably greater than that of any other medical indexing,or abstracting service 
in English, medical libraries should fnd it an indispensable guide to periodical 
literature, especially those libraries not having extensive collections of journals. 

Several librarians drew the Committce’s attention to the need for Excerpia’s 
Incexes, which ccme separately, to include a notation of the Section number. 
The editors were glad to cooperate and now the Section number and the year 
have Leen indicated at the foot (left side) of page 1 of the index text itself in 
addition to the cover page of the index. As regards the errata, most of the errata 
pages are annexed to the index. If loose sheets are used, in future they will 
indicate the Section number and the year to which they belong. 


FuTURE COMMITTEE WoRK 


The question of our Committee’s making a factual survey of all medical ab- 
stracting services was discussed at the November meeting and it was suggested 
that the Chairman of the Committee plan a research program for this type of 
study. 

However, in view of the fact that Dr. Sanford Larkey’s project, set up jointly 
between the Johns Hopkins University and the Army Medical Library to study 
problems connected with medical indexing, is including abstracting as well as 
indexing in some of their reports, it seemed best to the members of this Com- 
mittee to postpone any extensive study of abstract services, at least until we 
see how far the work undertaken by the “Project”’ will answer questions regard- 
ing coverage and scope. For that reason no plans for this type of work will be 
drawn up at the present. A factual study of most of the abstracting services 
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covering medical literature would, however, be valuable as a guide to the smaller 
libraries and for physicians who are working away from library facilities. 


PROPOSAL FOR A MeEpicAt UNION List FOR AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


The Committee met a second time in New York on April 7, 1951, at the Hotel 
Statler. This meeting was called jointly with the Medical Library Association 
Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications at your Chairman’s request 
in order to consider the galley sheets of the UNESCO Periodica Medica Mundi, 
mentioned above, and a proposal whereby that list could be utilized as a basis 
for a “medical union list of serials” to be gotten out by the Medical Library As- 
sociation as a joint project of the Committee on Abstracting and Indexing and 
the Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications. The Chairman of the 
Periodical Committee, Mr. Oatfield, outlined some methods of procedure and 
tentative estimates indicating that it could be done at relatively low cost. After 
discussion it was decided to bring the matter to the attention of the members 
present at the Medical Library Association meeting at Denver in June. 

The Joint Meeting decided to send a cable of congratulation on the publica- 
tion of Periodica Medica Mundi to Dr. Hugh Clegg, Chairman of the UNESCO 
Coordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing, followed by a formal 
resolution: 


“That the Coordinating Committee on Medical and Biological Abstracting and Indexing 
of UNESCO be highly commended for its preparation of the list, Periodica Medica Mundi, 
sponsored jointly by UNESCO and WHO, which, in addition to its primary uses, will furnish 
opportunity for many future useful developments based on it, such as national union lists of 
library holdings, a guide for acquisition, and study of abstracting services.” 

/signed/ JANET Doe, CHAIRMAN of Joint Meeting 
HELEN FIELD, Secretary pro tem 
Maryjori£E J. Darracu, Ex Officio as President 


For Committee on Periodicals For Committee on Abstracting and Indexing 
and Serial Publications 
Harold Oatfield, Chairman Eileen R. Cunningham, Chairman 
Elizabeth Bready Janet Doe 
Wesley Draper Eleanor Fair 
Pauline Duffield Helen Field 

W. B. McDaniel, II 


FuTuRE oF UNESCO/WHO CoorpInaTInc COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL AND 
B1ioLoGcicaAL ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING 


At an informal meeting of the Chairman, Dr. Hugh Clegg, with officials of 
UNESCO’s Division of Natural Sciences and of WHO in Geneva this spring, 
it was decided: 

1. The Division of Editorial and Reference Services of WHO will be respon- 
sible for keeping Periodica Medica Mundi up to date. 
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2. Supplements will be issued at certain stated intervals. (Our medical li- 
braries can assist by sending in new titles and suggestions for additions through 
our Periodical Committee.) 

3. UNESCO will call a partial meeting of the Executive group of the Coordi- 
nating Committee on Medical and Biological Abstracting and Indexing and a 
small number of advisors at UNESCO House in Paris, probably sometime in 
October, 1951. At this meeting the future status of the Coordinating Committee, 
its relationship to the greatly broadened bibliographic program which UNESCO 
has set up, and plans for future work will be discussed. 


THe Future oF MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


We hope that the coming year will see important progress in regard to the 
whole question of medical bibliography. The prompt appearance of the Army 
Medical Library’s Current List and the new format of both this index and the 
American Medical Association’s Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus may speed 
up publication. The studies being carried on at Johns Hopkins for the Army 
Medical Library may throw new light on this vexing question. However, there 
are many important problems still to be solved. 

Active participation by medical scientists seems imperative if anything is to 
be accomplished which will meet present day requirements. Our Committee 
hopes that physicians and medical scientists will soon become better acquainted 
with the difficulties which beset the adequate indexing and abstracting of lit- 
erature, and the cost of producing the necessary tools for keeping abreast of its 
ever increasing volume. An informal exchange of letters between Mrs. Cunning- 
ham and the Editor of the American Medical Association, members of its 
Council on Medical Education, and with members of the Association of Ameri- 
can Medical Colleges mentioned briefly the possibility of the development of a 
Section on Medical Literature within the American Medical Association com- 
parable to that set up by the American Chemical Society. Librarians, producers 
of bibliographic services, and medical scientists all have one goal, rapid knowl- 
edge of what is taking place in the scientific world, but each group is working 
from a different angle. We need a common meeting ground to discuss all sides of 
the problem. That is why the Conferences called by UNESCO have been so 
useful. 

In closing I want to thank the members of this Committee for unfailing 
advice and assistance. Their interest has prompted 100 per cent attendance at 
the two special meetings held in New York which they attended at the sacrifice 
of their week-end and at considerable personal expense. My thanks go also to 
the members of the Serials Committee and to Mr. Harold Oatfield for his 
interest and cooperation. 

EILEEN R. : ene 
Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE HANDBOOK OF 
MEDICAL LIBRARY PRACTICE 


The fourth printing of the Handbook, amounting to slightly over 1,000 copies, 
had sold 654 copies as of May 7, 1951, leaving 374 copies on hand. 
JANET DoE, 
Handbook Editor 


REPORT OF THE MICROCARD COMMITTEE 


1. Your representative on the Microcard Committee was appointed as of 
July 1950, and during the year I have been in communication with the mem- 
bers. However, up to the present time nothing definite has been accomplished. 

2. At a meeting of the Microcard Foundation in Cleveland, July 19, 1950, 
it was reported that the Technical Microcard Publishing Corporation, newly 
set up in New York City, had been especially incorporated to do microcard 
publishing. This company specializes in chemical and medical periodical lit- 
erature. 

3. The report also advises that the company’s first list was “under the joint 
sponsorship of the Medical Library Association and the Oak Ridge Institute of 
Nuclear Studies at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.” There is nothing in the correspond- 
ence to indicate that we have guaranteed any sort of partnership. Neither is 
there any record of your former representative’s having any dealings with the 
new company. 

4. In December your representative met with Dr. Rider, at which time he 
requested that the committee withhold all plans until the completion of the 
Oak Ridge project. 

5. In a recent letter from Dr. Rider, he suggested that the following an- 
nouncement be included in this report, that the newest microcard reader, model 
#5, equipped with the expensive non-glare screen now used in model # 2, at 
$120.00, can now be supplied by the Microcard Foundation, Middletown, Con- 
necticut. Dr. Rider is still hopeful that the Medical Library Association will 
see its way clear to develop some sort of cooperation and get started on micro- 
cards in the field of medicine. 

CHARLOTTE E. COFFMAN, 
Representative for M.L.A. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION WORK 
IN MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


The Committee on Extension Work in Medical Libraries is making a study 
of library facilities used by rural doctors. A questionnaire was sent out to 200 
doctors, four from each state, and four each from Alaska and Hawaii, all re- 
siding in communities of less than one thousand people. The project was started 
by Miss Clara T. Heck, who was prevented from carrying it on to completion 
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by the speedy acceptance by the Army of her application for a medical library 
position in Germany. 

Of the 200 questionnaires sent out returns were received on 95. Eighty-eight 
or 44 rer cent were filled out by the recipients, the others being returned blank 
for the following reasons: 

2 had moved and left no address. 
2 were deceased. 

2 had moved from rural districts. 
1 was in the Air Force. 

Sixty-seven of the questionnaires stated the distance from the nearest library. 
The closest was 2 miles and the farthest was 600 miles, the average being 77 
miles. The doctor who was 600 miles from a library made the most exteasive 
comments. He said: : 

“My use of a medical library has, in the past, been limited to the prepara- 
tion of research papers. This is a narrow field and hardly one I can engige in 
now. Even at that time a number of hours were spent in seeking references and 
getting out the proper journals. It seems inconceivable that that sort of library 
facility could be handled by mail. As you know ‘Clarence P. Hogshead’ may 
have written 3 articles in 1940 on the same subject in 3 different journals. Ref- 
erences under ‘Hogshead, C. P.’ would have to be read to see if it contained 
the proper information. This is a lot of work and doubly hard through the mail. 
In order to save some labor the only thing I can think of is to have each medical 
society, or group of doctors, buy their Index Medicus and use it like a Sears 
Roebuck Catalogue.” 

In reply to the question “are you able to borrow by mail within your state 
from a county medical library” 12 replied yes while 62 replied no. 

In reply to the question ‘‘are you able to borrow by mail within your state 
from a medical school library” 29 replied yes while 40 replied no. 

In reply to the question “are you able to borrow by mail within your state 
from other medical libraries” 25 replied yes while 45 replied no. 

Nine stated they did not know whether they could borrow within their state 
by mail, having never tried to do so. 

The following other sources for securing information on medical subjects 
were listed: 


Prior & Tice used by 5 
A.M.A. Library used by 5 
State Medical Libraries & Medical Assn. Libraries used by 4 
American College of Surgeons Library used by 2 
American Cancer Society Livrary used by 1 
Army Medical Library used by 1 


We are fully aware that 200 questionnaires do not give an accurate sampling 
of the use of libraries by rural practitioners, but nevertheless it is a start. 
If the Medical Library Association feels that this project is worthwhile and 
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can stand the expense involved, more questionnaires should be sent out in the 

near future so that a better picture may be obtained and more accurate conclu- 

sions can be drawn as to the best way to proceed to make better library facilities 

available to rural doctors and to advertise those facilities already existing. 
JEANNETTE DEAN-THROCKMORTON, 
Acting Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CRITERIA FOR 
MEDICAL SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


In the months since our Boston meeting, your Committee has concerned itself 
with the completion of the library questionnaire for a survey of the resources 
and facilities to be found in our medical school libraries. This has been our 
chief concern for more than four years. One member of this committee, Miss 
Marion Murphy, after serving for four years and laying much of the ground 
work, was this year appointed Chairman of the Standards for Medical Li- 
brarianship Committee. 

The members of this year’s Committee (Miss Isabelle Anderson, Miss Clara 
Manson, Mrs. Josephine Morton, and Miss Eleanor Steinke) have revised the 
journal list in the light of suggestions that were received at the Boston meeting, 
adding a selected group of other serial publications. A list of books issued since 
1940 in the various fields of medical sciences was also compiled. All this mate- 
rial was submitted to the medical college librarians during the group session 
on June 28th. The changes upon which we have agreed will be incorporated in 
a revision which we hope will be the final form in which the questionnaire and 
its appendixes will be sent to the medical colleges for completion. 

Through the efforts of our President, a favorable reply was secured during 
this past year to our plea that the Joint Committee of the Association of Ameri- 
can Medical Colleges and the American Medical Association endorse our effort 
and grant us the official sanction by this important body of our questionnaire. 
Our Committee has felt very keenly the need for this endorsement and appre- 
ciates the prestige which it will give our endeavor. Drs. Dean F. Smiley and 
Donald G. Anderson, Secretaries of the respective groups mentioned above, 
have aided us by making available the questionnaire forms used regularly by 
their Committee in its checking of the libraries in the medical schools during 
routine inspections and by encouraging us to go ahead with our plans for a 
questionnaire. 

There is a need for the M.L.A. Survey, they have pointed out, for only six 
or eight schools are surveyed each year by the Joint Committee. Similarly, the 
Survey of Medical Education, currently being conducted, when it finishes its 
work about January, 1952, will, in all probability, have succeeded in getting 
into only about one-half of the medical schools of the country. Doctors Smiley 
and Anderson have promised to review the final draft of our questionnaire after 
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members at this convention have approved it and to offer final suggestions. 
Thereafter, they have suggested that the questionnaire be sent to the deans of 
our medical schools with a covering letter stating that the whole matter has 
been cleared with their Central Office. They suggest that in our covering letter 
we also ask the deans to refer the questionnaire to their medical librarians so 
that the librarians will fill in the replies. 

We hope to complete the survey within the next Association year and have a 
final report ready the next time we meet. Our Committee has been spurred on 
in its efforts to complete this project by the interest shown in the book and 
serial lists, even in their preliminary form. In the coming year the success of the 
project and its value to the Association will depend almost solely upon the co- 
operation which the medical school librarians and their staffs give in completing 
the questionnaire forms and lists. We appreciate the help already given and 
bespeak your interest in the coming year for the completion of this project. 

Iba J. DRAEGER, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE TO SET UP STANDARDS 
FOR HOSPITAL MEDICAL LIBRARIES AND NURSING 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


I have to report that the tentative standards for the nursing school libraries 
are still in the process of being determined. 

The tentative standards for the hospital medical libraries were prepared by 
a committee of the Medical Library Association consisting of Mrs. Lize K. 
Giraud, chairman, Miss Charlotte Studer, Mrs. Walter Y. Cox, and Miss L. 
Margueriete Prime. They have been revised with the assistance of Miss Cath- 
erine Heinz of the Special Libraries Association and Miss Margaret M. Kinney 
of the American Library Association, the chief changes being matters of form, 
making them conform in style more closely with those prepared for the Hos- 
pital Patients’ library and approved by the council of the American Library 
Association. The standards were distributed to the members of the Board of 
Directors two weeks in advance of this meeting, to the hospital group meeting 
on June 28th, and to the business session on June 30th, giving opportunity for 
study by the membership. 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 


REPORT ON THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


The Council of National Library Associations has convened twice since the 
last meeting of this Association, on November 26, 1950, and on May 19, 1951. 
Both sessions were concerned chiefly with the same topics. 

The major issue under consideration was the proposal for a federation of 
national library associations. This was crystallized into a statement giving the 
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agreed opinion of the CNLA representatives, which has since been printed in 
several library publications. The Council recommended earnestly that it be 
studied by the individual members of all its member-associations, and that 
each association return a report as to how far the principles there set forth 
were acceptable to its members. This statement deals with: 


. the need for such a federation, and progress toward it 
. its purpose 

. its component members 

. representation of member-associations 

. its financial support, general and for special projects 

. its governing body. 


A copy of it has been circulated to all voting members of the MLA and it will 
be brought before you later for discussion in detail. 

Another important undertaking of CNLA has been the sponsoring of a 
Joint Committee on Library Education, on which two MLA members are now 
serving, Miss Mary Louise Marshall and Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. Both 
of them have already reported to you on this, and I will not duplicate that 
account. 

Another Joint Committee under the aegis of the CNLA is Technical Com- 
mittee Z39 of the American Standards Association. The latter Association 
helps to organize and fosters the standardization of any aspects in any field 
whose members think it desirable. Thus, for the library field, the CNLA is 
sponsoring the ASA Committee Z39 on Standardization in Library Work and 
Documentation. At an organizational meeting in April, this Committee Z39, 
made up of representatives from most of the CNLA member-associations and 
from various other interested organizations, outlined its objectives and its 
immediate fields of work. As a definition of its scope of activities, the members 
adopted the following: 


Standards for concepts, definitions, terminology, letters and signs, practices, methods, 
supplies and equipment used in the field of library work, and the preparation and 
utilization of documents. 


It will be seen that the field has been made as broad as possible, so that any 
topic may be considered which libraries believe needs standardization. It will 
be the function of this Joint Committee to draw up the desired standards, get 
approval of them by the ASA and then by the International Organization for 
Standardization, and lastly, to secure the implementation of these standards. 

As a beginning, Committee Z39 set up four subcommittees which are to 
start work on these topics: 


1. Abbreviations for periodicals, Chairman: Mr. Harold Oatfield. 
2. Cyrillic transliteration, Chairman: Dr. Maurice F. Tauber. 
3. Layout of periodicals, Chairman: Mr. Ralph H. Phelps. 

4. Library statistics, Chairman: Miss Helen B. Uhrich. 
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Suggestions from any of you as to further topics needing standardization will 
he welcome. Other topics under consideration for standardization are: (1) 
title references for literature and the sizes and forms of index cards, slips, and 
other forms for documentation; and (2) documentary reproduction, including 
special attention to equipment. 

The attention of CNLA members was called to the important recent meet- 
ings at the Library of Congress on international copyright and to the report 
of these in the Library of Congress Information Bulletin for November 6, 1950. 

The officers of CNLA elected for 1951-52 were: 


Chairman: Dr. Sanford V. Larkey (re-elected) of the Medical Library Association 
Vice-chairman: Mr. C. F. Gosnell of the National Association of State Libraries 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Ruth Hooker of the Special Libraries Association. 


JANET DOE, 
MLA Representative 


REPORT ON AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE 


The Annual Meeting of the American Documentation Institute was held 
on February 15, 1951, in the Coolidge Auditorium, in the Library of Congress, 
Dr. Luther H. Evans presiding. The program of the meeting contained a 
number of items that are of particular interest to the members of the Medical 
Library Association and I will confine this report largely to these. 


The American Documentation Institute has a Committee on Indexing and 
Abstracting, under the able Chairmanship of Dr. E. J. Crane, of Chemical 
Abstracts. Dr. Crane spoke of the problems facing the indexing and abstracting 
services because of the steady increase in scientific publication and stated that 
there was need for greater emphasis on more adequate indexing. 

On the international level the American Documentation Institute is the 
United States representative of the International Federation for Documenta- 
tion (FID), which will hold a meeting this September. Mr. Ralph Shaw is 
responsible for American contributions to the program and has rounded up 
twenty fapers on abstracting and documentation problems. Many of these 
will be of particular interest to medical librarians since among them will be 
such topics as:—Documentation from the Point of View of the Administration 
of Scientific Research, Documentation in Scientific Research, and Trends in 
the Development of Mechanical Devices for Documentation. It is assumed that 
eventually these papers will be published in the Review of Documentation. 

The afternoon session was devoted to a symposium on problems of documen- 
tation. The session was opened with a paper by Mr. Joseph A. Groesbeck 
of the Army Medical Library on “Discovering Sources of Research Material.” 
He spoke on the growing problem of acquiring the essential documents for 
scientific research and emphasized the need for satisfactory subject bibliog- 
raphies and for national bibliographies. Dr. E. J. Crane led the discussion of 
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this subject by explaining how an editor of an abstract journal searches out 
materials to be abstracted. Dr. Dallas D. Irvine spoke on “Storage Problems 
and Micro-reproduction,” with discussion led by Dr. Vernon D. Tate. Mr. 
William A. Wildhack’s paper on “Problems of Search” was devoted primarily 
to the use of machine methods in bibliography. Dr. Sanford V. Larkey led the 
discussion and emphasized that one of the main problems in using machine 
methods in bibliography is that of developing codes. Dr. G. Miles Conrad 
spoke on “Duplication of Material” and described some of the newer tech- 
niques, based on the application of physical and chemical principles. A number 
of these new devices were exhibited at the meeting. Dr. Mortimer Taube told 
of the new RCA machine for transmitting material by telephone wires. Mr. 
Scott Adams told of the possible application of this machine to the libraries 
in the Washington area. These papers will appear in American Documentation. 

The Nominating’ Committee re-elected the present trustees:—Dr. Luther 
H. Evans, Dr. Raymund L. Zwemer, Dr. Richard H. Shryock, Dr. Vernon D. 
Tate, and Mr. Watson Davis. The Officers for the coming year are:—Dr. 
Luther H. Evans, President; Watson Davis, Vice-President and Treasurer; 
Miles Conrad, Secretary. Five Committees were appointed:—The Editorial 
Committee, Dr. Tate, Chairman; Indexing and Abstracting Committee, Dr. 
Crane, Chairman; Committee on Technical Methods of Documentation, Eu- 
gene Power, Chairman; Auxiliary Publications, Dr. McBride, Chairman; Com- 
mittee on International Cooperation, Mr. Clapp, Chairman. (This Committee 
will deal with copyright, and Mr. Ralph Shaw will sit on the Committee with 
a special interest in copyright problems.) 

It can be seen that the American Documentation Institute is broadening 
its scope and because of this the Medical Library Association, I believe, will 
find that it will be increasingly concerned with the activities of ADI. This fact, 
though, points up the need to avoid the overlapping of activities with other 
groups and the necessity for even greater coordination between the various 
associations belonging to the Institute. 

SANFORD V. LarKEy, M.D. 
MLA Representative 


REPORT ON THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY CONGRESS, 
AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS 


It was with great regret that the Third International Library Congress, 
planned for 1950 in the United States, had to be postponed because of financial 
difficulties. Delegates from abroad found it impossible to secure the needed 
funds because of exchange regulations, and the American Committee was unable 
to raise the required subsidy in this country. 

The American Committee held a meeting on November 24, 1950, at the 
New York Public Library to consider further the possible means of financing 
such a congress, without arriving at any decision. However, a subcommittee 
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to explore the possibilities was appointed which was to work closely with Mr. 
Milton E. Lord and Dr. Luther H. Evans. 
EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 
JANET DoE 
SANFORD V. LarRKEy, M.D. 
FRANK B. Rocers Lt. Col., M.C. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GRANTS AND GIFTS 


The Committee on Grants and Gifts reported in 1950 its suggestions re- 
garding the financing of proposed projects. In brief these were: (1) Outline 
the proposed project; (2) If no funds are available, present an approved outline 
of project to this committee; and (3) Let the committee try to raise the money. 

Since the Committee has received no requests for funds, it has had no op- 
portunity to try out its suggestions. It would appear on the surface that funds 
are not necessary. That this is far from the truth is apparent since the cost 
of running the various offices of the Association has spiralled and the increase 
in dues may not be sufficient to make up the difference. 

It is hoped that the Board of Directors and the membership will give this 
matter their urgent consideration at the annual meeting. The Committee will 
be happy to try to raise funds, but it must have a constructive program to 
foilow. The Directors and the membership should determine this program and 
the Committee on Grants and Gifts should then try to raise the funds. 

In December, 1950, The Eli Lilly and Company renewed their grant for 
$1,000.00 to the Association. Our President acknowledged this valuable con- 
tribution which is being used to further the standards of medical librarianship. 

The Rockefeller Foundation continues to support our Association and re- 
newed their grant of $10,000.00 for foreign scholarships for 1950-1951. Mrs. 
Cunningham, who has been so active in the many affairs of our Association, 
has also announced that the Rockefeller Foundation has provided an additional 
$30,000.00 for fellowships in medical librarianship for a three-year period 
beginning June 1, 1951. This is grand news, indeed, and worthy of efforts of 
the first recipient of the Marcia Noyes Award. The Rockefeller Foundation 
has also extended their special grant of $5,000.00 for our International ex- 
change work to cover a three-year period. 

Our quest for sustaining members continues. Miss Field, our Public Relations 
Officer, submitted a list of twenty-five Foundations to your chairman. He in 
turn compiled a list of about seventy-five publishers of medical and scientific 
books. The above organizations were sent the 1950 Proceedings together with 
application blanks and a letter inviting them to become sustaining members. 
The results of this effort will be known in the near future. 

All in all it has been a splendid year for the Association. 

Tuomas E. Keys, 
Chairman 
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REPORT ON THE UNITED STATES BOOK EXCHANGE, INC. 


The third meeting of the Corporation of the United States Book Exchange, 
Inc., was held in Washington on Oct. 13, 1950. The Corporation is composed 
of the following associations and institutions, each of which is entitled to 
personal representation: 


American Council on Education 
American Council of Learned Societies 
Council of National Library Associations 
American Library Association 

ALA Division of Public Libraries 
American Association of Law Libraries 
Association of College and Reference Libraries 
Association of Research Libraries 
Catholic Library Association 

Medical Library Association 

Music Library Association 

National Association of State Libraries 
Special Libraries Association 

Theatre Library Association 

Engineers Joint Council 

Library of Congress 

National Research Council 

Smithsonian Institution 

Social Science Research Council 


USBE is governed by an elected Board of Directors, and its daily manage- 
ment is in the hands of an Executive Director, Alice Dulaney Ball, who, with 
her staff, has offices in the Library of Congress. 

In her report to the Board, Miss Ball described developments of the year. 
There are 463 foreign institutions in 73 countries using USBE. Shipping for 
overseas operations continues to be a difficulty, since Smithsonian channels 
are denied. The total of domestic libraries using USBE is 247, a 35 per cent 
increase in the last year and a half. From January to September, 1950, USBE, 
received 420,073 items and shipped 112,922, of which 67,544 were to U. S. 
libraries. The average cost of processing items was 45 cents, whereas the average 
fee was 20 cents; an increase in fees is essential to USBE’s self-support. 

Miss Ball discussed service agreements which the USBE has established with 
the Department of State. USBE will receive, screen, and ship gift books to 
Germany and other countries over a period of three years. Initial contracts 
for 1950 call for the expenditure of $25,500. Miss Ball also mentioned the 
agreement between the Medical Library Association and USBE, under which 
USBE will handle and ship gift lots of material surplus to the MLA Exchange. 

The Board, having heard and approved the Director’s report, submitted 
recommendations to the Corporation at large. The handling fees were increased; 
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the State Department program approved; USBE employees brought under 
Social Security coverage; and Canadian libraries granted the status of the 
domestic group. 

As a member of the nominating committee, your representative participated 
in the nomination of the following officers: 


President: Julian A. Boyd, ACLS 

Vice-President: Alfred D. Keator, NASL 

Secretary: Charles W. David, ARL 

Treasurer: Harry N. Peterson, ALA, Div. Public Libr. 

Board Members: Milton E. Lord, ALA; Irene M. Strieby, SLA; James S. Thompson, 
EJC; Raymund L. Zwemer, LC; John Fall, ACRL. 


, Scott ADAMS, 
MLA Representative 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The following members are nominated for the coming year, 1951-52: 


President Miss L. MARGUERIETE PrimE (Chicago) 
Vice-President (President-Elect) Mr. Wirt1am D. PosTEeLi (New Orleans) 
Honorary Vice-President Dr. JAMES J. WARING (Denver) 
Secretary Miss CAROLINE RIECHERS (Chicago) 
Treasurer Mr. FREDERICK G. Kitcour (New Haven) 
Board of Directors Mr. WESLEY DRAPER (Brooklyn) 

Miss HELEN G. FIELD (Baltimore) 

Miss Epitrn R. Gorpon* (Montreal) 
Nominating Committee Miss Litan B. Heck (Oklahoma City) 


Anna C. Hott, 
Chairman 


REPORT ON REGIONAL GROUPS 


A year ago as the Chairman concerned with the study of the organization, 
development, and guidance of regional groups within the Medical Library 
Association, I learned of the importance and potentialities of these groups. 
To my mind, they are among our most valuable assets. 

You will shortly hear reports from four of these groups. Two groups, the 
Medical Library Group of Southern California and that of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, have not “affiliated” with M.L.A. In other words, they have not 
accepted the recommendations of the Medical Library Association as presented 
in the By-laws. The New York City Group and the Midwest Regional Group 
are definitely operating in accordance with those recommendations. 


*To complete unexpired term of 2 years for Miss Agatha Leonard, (Toronto), resigned. 
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Let me review for your information the By-laws on these points: 


“Article VIII 

“Section 9. Regional meetings of the Association 

““A. Groups of members may hold regional meetings of the Association in the interim be- 
tween Annual meetings in order to discuss mutual problems, profit from the presentation of 
formal and informal papers by members or guest speakers, and acquaint junior staff members 
and non-members in the area with the Association and its activities, 

““B. Regional meetings may be held at such time and such place as may be convenient 
for members within the area provided that such meetings shall not conflict with the Annual 
meeting in time, expense, or size (not over one-fifth of the total Active membership). 

“C. Officers and committee chairmen shall be voting members of the Association. Their 
names shall be reported to its President. 

“TD. A brief report of the meetings shall be made to the Board of Directors of the Associa- 
tion. , 

“E. No direct action with respect to Association business shall be taken by groups. Sug- 
gestions involving action or policy of the Association shall be referred to the Board of Directors 
of the Association and only voting members of the Association (Active members and one 
authorized representative of each Institutional member) shall have power to initiate action 
or vote with respect to the presentation of such recommendations. 

““F. Regional groups may establish, collect, and disburse assessments sufficient for group 
operations.” 


As a means of fostering interest among the younger librarians, of develop- 
ing their talents and their inclination to participate in Association activities, 
these groups are of great significance to us as a whole. 


L. MARGUERIETE PRIME, 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY GROUP OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Medical Library Group of Southern California has now completed its 
third year and entered into a new period of development as one of the recognized 
library groups of Southern California. As such the chairman was requested to 
present a brief review of its activities to the Southern District of the California 
Library Association at the annual meeting held in San Diego this past April. 

The membership now numbers fifty-five active medical librarians, an increase 
of 10 per cent over last year’s figure, and represents most of the medical libraries 
in the area. A committee is now working on a brief constitution for presenta- 
tion to the membership in October at the first meeting of the new year. The 
Constitution will consist chiefly of a summary statement of the points and 
practices we have already found satisfactory for operating our group to best 
advantage with the least waste effort. 

The Group met three times during the year. The fall meeting was held at 
the University of Southern California School of Medicine on a weekday morning 
with lunch in the new Commons Room where Dr. James Webb of the Uni- 
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versity’s Pharmacology Department gave a thoroughly enjoyable account of 
the medical libraries he had used from England to Egypt while on sabbatical 
leave the preceding year. The morning session was devoted to reports of the 
Boston meeting of the Medical Library Association and a consideraton of the 
official provisions adopted by the Medical Library Association for affiliation of 
regional groups. The question of requesting affiliation was thoroughly con- 
sidered from all points of view and the many advantages derived from the 
work of the national organization reviewed. However, less than a third of the 
Southern California Group are now members of the M.L.A. or intend to apply 
for membership within the near future. A majority of our members are from 
hospital and other small libraries and, though interested in the work of the 
M.L.A., are as yet not well enough acquainted with it to be certain that mem- 
bership is necessary for them. Without a Medical Library Association mem- 
bership of at least fifty per cent, and preferably seventy-five per cent, affiliation 
is obviously inadvisable. The membership therefore elected to continue as a 
separate local organization for the time being and to consider the question of 
affiliation again at a later date when local activities may have stimulated most 
of our members to seek membership in the national organization. Meanwhile 
we deeply appreciate the interest of the M.L.A. in our activities and hope we 
may continue to be given the opportunity to report to you. 

The winter meeting was held in the Los Angeles City Hall under the auspices 
of the Public Health Division of the Los Angeles Municipal Reference Library. 
As has become customary at the second meeting of the year, three of our 
members spoke of the work of their own libraries: Miss Josephine Herrmann 
discussed the very specialized work the Public Health Division Library does 
for the Los Angeles City Health Department; Mrs. Nancy Haynes described 
the problems she had met in organizing the new Navy Hospital Libraries at 
Camp Pendleton; and Mrs. Helene Ellerman gave a résumé of the history of 
the San Diego County Medical Society Library which she is in process of 
writing. The luncheon speaker was Dr. L. S. Goerke, Director of Medical 
Services for the City Health Department, who spoke on “Medical Aspects of 
Defense.” 

The spring meeting was the second annual Joint Conference with the Medical 
Library Group of the San Francisco Bay area. Fifty-five librarians registered 
for the Conference which began with an open house at Zeitlin and Ver Brugge’s 
Bookstore. Dinner followed at one of the Hollywood restaurants. The next 
day’s program opened with a breakfast meeting at the Los Angeles County 
General Hospital Library where the Director of the Hospital spoke on the 
place of a medical library in a teaching institution. After a rapid tour of the 
Hospital, the Conference adjourned to the U.S.C. campus to visit the School 
of Medicine Library and the Allan Hancock Foundation of Research, then 
went on to the Elmer Belt Library of Vinciana after lunch. The afternoon 
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session was held at the Los Angeles County Medical Association Library where 
members from the two groups took part in a panel discussion on “Book Buying 
and Book Selection in Relation to Services of Various Types of Medical Li- 
braries.”” The Conference concluded with a festive dinner on Olvera Street 
and was voted by all present a real success, an institution definitely to be 
continued. 

LoutsE DARLING, 

Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GROUP 


The San Francisco Bay Area Group of Medical Librarians was organized 
in 1947 as a separate group, since many of the medical librarians of that area 
were not members_of the M.L.A. and felt the need for some kind of an or- 
ganization. Neither expenses nor time to attend M.L.A. meetings are allowed 
by most of the institutions concerned, so there was not much incentive to 
joining the organization, since very few meetings are held within a convenient 
distance. However, at the last meeting of the year in 1950, just prior to the 
M.L.A. meeting, the subject of joining as a group of M.L.A. was discussed. 
The majority of the members were in favor and it was decided to do something 
definite about it at our first meeting in the fall. But, at that time, when it was 
announced that the M.L.A. dues had been raised, and the rule put into effect 
that officers and/or committee chairmen should be active members of M.L.A.., 
the group felt that it would not be possible for enough of its members to join 
M.L.A. to make it possible to carry on as an M.L.A..group and the proposition 
was voted down. 

The group has continued to function as it started. Five meetings have bzen 
held this year, consisting of business meetings, visits to member libraries, and 
talks by guest speakers. A very enjoyable meeting was held on a Saturday 
afternoon at the U. S. Naval Hospital in Oakland. In addition to b2inzg s'10wn 
the most interesting departments of the hospital, one of the medical staff who 
had just returned from Korea gave a very enlightening illustrated lecture on 
the activities of the Medical Department there. Tea was served by tie De- 
partment of Dietetics. Most of the group dined together at a restaurant in 
Oakland and then met at the home of one of the members for a social evening 
to finish out the day. 

The highlight of the year, as it was last year, was the joint meeting in April 
when the Southern California Group entertained the Northern Group at a 
two-day conference. It was again felt that a great deal of benefit was derived 
from such a meeting and we hope to continue with them. 

ANNA P. KENNEDY, 
Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE MIDWEST REGIONAL GROUP 


During its second year the Midwest Regional Group has followed the pattern 
set by the original Steering Committee of having three meetings per year. 
Our organization has been extremely informal in character, with meetings 
arranged by a Steering or Executive Committee elected at a business session 
during the Fall meeting. This Committee has seven members who represent 
four states: Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin; they also represent 
several types of libraries, i.e., small hospital medical libraries, medical schodl 
libraries, pharmaceutical company libraries, nursing school libraries, and Vet- 
erans Administration. It is the aim of the group to continue this representation 
of both geographical regions and types of libraries. We also have the worthy 
aims of trying to interest the junior staff members of large libraries and of 
emphasizing service in small hospitals. 

The members of the Committee for 1951 in addition to the Chairman are: 


Miss ALBERTA Brown, Librarian, Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Miss MARGUERITE GimA, Librarian, Medica! Library of St. Margaret’s Memo- 
rial Hospital, Hammond, Indiana. 

Miss JEANNETTE Huston, Medical Librarian, V.A. Center, Wood, Wisconsin. 

Miss Virointa LAMorrte, Librarian, Stritch School of Medicine, Loyola Uni- 
versity, Chicago, Ulinois, Treasurer. 

Miss WitMA TROXEL, Librarian, University of Illinois Medical School, Chicago, 
Illinois, Ex-officio member from Medical Library Association. 

Miss CHARLOTTE STUDER, Librarian, Michael Reese Hospital School of Nurs- 
ing, Chicago, Illinois, Secretary. (Miss Studer has just recently accepted a 
position as librarian of Miles Laboratories, Elkhart, Ind.) 


Again this year we were fortunate in being given space on the program and 
a meeting room by the authorities of the Midwinter Meeting of the American 
Library Association in Chicago. This program emphasized service given to 
various groups. Dr. Richard Forreger of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, told of serv- 
ices expected by the doctor; Dr. Louise Schmidt, Director of Nursing Edu- 
cation, Veterans Hospital, Downey, Illinois, read an inspiring paper on services 
to nurses, and Miss Helen Yast of the American Hospital Association Bacon 
Library told of services rendered by various medical libraries to other libraries. 

The Tri-State Hospital Assembly provided our next meeting place on April 
30. This program emphasized recent books. Papers were read by Miss Helen 
Crawford, librarian of the University of Wisconsin Medical School, on sources 
of information about new medical books; by Dr. W. O. Diffenbaugh of Chicago 
on recent books in surgery; and by Miss Emily Cardew of the University of 
Illinois Hospitals about recent books in nursing. An exhibit of the books dis- 
cussed was loaned by the Chicago Medical Book Company. Mr. Chester 
Speakman of that company entertained the group of about sixty after the 
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program with cocktails and a buffet supper to celebrate the opening of his 
new building. 

At the Fall meeting this Group will be the guests of the Abbott Laboratories 
in North Chicago, Illinois. Copies of the program to be presented will be sent 
to librarians of the Midwest and announcements made in medical journals. 
The program was arranged by Mr. Walter Southern of Abbott. 

We wish especially to thank Miss Wilma Troxel for her guidance and in- 
spiration as our mentor from the Medical Library Association. 

GENEVA HALL FLinn, 
Chairman 





Short Communications 
to the Editor 


GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS IN MEDICINE. 


I should like to call attention to the fact that the following emendations to 
Boyd’s United States Government Publications (3d ed. 1949), section Department 
of the Army, Medical Department (p. 183-184), are necessitated by recent 
changes, 

1. The Army Medical Department has been redesignated (General Order 
23, 20 July 1950) the Army Medical Service. 

2. The Annual Report of the Surgeon General of the Army, cited as 1826 to date, 
was last published for the fiscal year 1941. Brief official statements on the ac- 
tivity of the Army Medical Service were published in the Annual Report, 
Army Service Forces, fiscal years 1942-1945, and in the report entitled Logistics 
in World War II, Final Report of the Army Service Forces, dated 1 July 1947. 
For the fiscal years 1948 to date this information has been presented in the 
annual and semi-annual reports of the Secretary of the Army (now issued as 
part of the Semi-Annual Report of the Secretary of Defense). 

3. The Bulletin of the Army Medical Depariment terminated with volume 9, 
number 12, December 1949. This has been replaced by the Uniled States Armed 
Forces Medical Journal (volume 1, no. 1, January 1950), which is the monthly 
publication of the Department of Defense, Armed Forces Medical Publications 
Agency. The U. S. Armed Forces Medical Journal also replaced the Uniled 
States Naval Medical Bulletin. 

4. The Curreni List of Medical Literature, published by the Army Medical 
Library, beginning with volume 19, number 1, July 1950 was revised in format 
and issued monthly instead of weekly. 

5. The Index-Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office (Army 
Medical Library) has been discontinued. The final volume to be published will 
be the second half of the M volume, series IV. 

CHARLES Roos 

Head, Documents Section 
Reference Division 

Army Medical Library 





Editorials 


MEDICINE FOR THE LIBRARIAN 


The constitution of the Medical Library Association states, “In all scientific 
sessions, a quorum shall be presumed.” This implies that the Association will 
hold a number of scientific sessions. Certainly the older members of the group 
can remember when the programs of the meeting were largely given over to 
talks on medicine, science, medical history, and the like, presented by physicians 
and other scientists. In an effort to get more participation of the practicing 
librarians, and also in an effort to get through the enormously growing business 
of running the Association, the number of scientific sessions has been reduced 
and the number of reports and library papers has been increased. 

Have we, perhaps, gone too far in the direction away from medicine? In 
her Presidential Address Miss Darrach asked the question whether we were 
growing too far away from the physicians who were once the life blood and in- 
spiration of the group. Is this not another facet of the same picture? Are we 
becoming a medical LIBRARY association, instead of a MEDICAL library 
association? 

In what ways is the Medical Library Association different from other library 
associations? We believe the difference is in the subject matter handled, not 
in the techniques employed. If this is true, then obviously our meetings should 
be devoted to learning about the subject matter, with only minor emphasis on 
techniques. This is the basis for the inclusion and exclusion of subjects in the 
two courses on medical librarianship approved by the Association for certi- 
fication purposes and might well be the basis for making up the program of the 
annual meeting. 

Scientific sessions must be planned with care, of course, since the errors of 
pitching the talks above the level of comprehension of non-specialists and of 
talking down to the audience must be avoided. But that it is very possible 
to make a success of such sessions is attested to by the enthusiasm with which 
Dr. Lanier’s discussion on atomic medicine was received in Denver. A group of 
such papers would be much more valuable to medical librarians than any 
number of scenic wonders, teas, banquets, and the like, and we believe more 
valuable than many how-to-do-it discussions. Luckily, also, it is not necessary 
to make an either-or choice. The Association can learn about medical subjects 
and still imbibe knowledge of interlibrary loan forms, fried chicken, and the 
beauties of Niagara Falls. And the consciences of busy librarians who take the 
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time to come to the meetings will be much assuaged by the information they 
take back with them. 

If the Medical Library Association is to preserve its entity among the welter 
of library associations, it must give its members something they would be 
unable to get in any other group. We believe scientific sessions is one answer. 


A SECOND COURSE IN MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


This summer marked the advent of the second of the courses in medical 
librarianship to be sponsored by the Medical Library Association.' Like the 
first course, which has been offered at Columbia University for the past ten 
years, the new course at Emory University was based primarily on a study of 
the literature of medicine. Students examined typical tools and learned their 
uses for locating medical information. In addition, there were discussions on 
medical terminology, and the special services and problems of medical libraries. 
The new course was taught by Miss Mildred Jordan and used the facilities of 
the A. W. Calhoun Library at Emory University Medical School. 

The Subcommittee on Education of the Medical Library Association is to 
be congratulated for arranging the course. Throughout its years of delibera- 
tions the Subcommittee has consistently advocated the setting up of further 
courses in medical librarianship in geographically separated areas, just as soon 
as the number of students to be educated warranted the additional classes. 
Now that certification for medical librarians has been established by the 
Association, it is to be expected that consideration will be given to arranging 
for classes in the middle west and far west. 

It is evident, of course, that all these courses must contain approximately 
the same content, for without assurance of this fact, certification credits would 
be extremely difficult to assign. But it is to be hoped that wide latitude for 
experimentation in both details and method of presentation will be allowed by 
the Subcommittee, in order that stultification be avoided and the best possible 
course evolve. The first experimental set of classes at Columbia must not be- 
come the straightjacket into which all subsequent classes are forced. The 
Medical Library Association might well arrange for informal discussion of all 
courses, both regular and special, by representatives of the schools and of the 
Subcommittee. From such discussions there is every hope that an ever better, 
ever more useful course in medical librarianship will come. 


1 For an account of the Veterans Administration experience with special courses, see Mr. 
Mobrhardt’s article in the July 1951 BULLETIN. 





Assoctation News 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Awards Committee 


Margaret G. Palmer 2 years Chairman 
Ella M. Salmonsen 2 years 
Frida Pliefke 1 year 
Mrs. Edith Dernehl 1 year 
E. Louise Williams 1 year 


Abstracting and Indexing Committee 


Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Chairman 
Janet Doe 

Eleanor Fair 

Helen G. Field 

W. B. McDaniel, II, Ph.D. 

Harold Oatfield, Ph.D., Ex officio 


By-laws Committee 
Marion F. Dondale, Chairman 
Wesley Draper 
Sanford V. Larkey, M.D. 
Criteria for Medical School Libraries Committee 


Ida J. Draeger, Chairman 
Clara S. Manson 

Mrs. Josephine G. Morton 
Eleanor G. Steinke 

Ruth E. Yarger 


Criteria and Standards for Hospital Medical and Nursing School Libraries 
Committee : 


Charlotte Studer, Chairman 
LaIva B. Davis 

Marguerite Gima 

L. Margueriete Prime 


Criteria and Standards for Pharmacy School Libraries Committee 


Clara A. Robeson, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Barbara Cowles, Co-Chairman 
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Charlotte Coffman 
Mrs. Emilie Dole 
Dorothea Wheeler 


Exchange Committee 


Mrs. Henrietta Perkins, Chairman 
Mrs. Chizuru N. Boyea 

Mildred V. Naylor 

Fred Pheulpin 

Helen Wheeler 


Extension Work in Medical Libraries Committee 


Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton, M.D., Chairman 
Helen Crawford 

Lora-Frances Davis 

Magdalene Freyder 

Donald Washburn, D.D.S. 


Finance Committee 


Bertha B. Hallam, Chairman 
Anna C. Holt 
Frederick G. Kilgour, Treasurer 


Gifts and Grants Committee 


Thomas R. Cahalan, Chairman 
John F. Fulton, M.D. 

Bertha B. Hallam 

Chauncey D. Leake, Ph.D. 
Elliott Morse 

Mrs. Irene Strieby 

Esther Judkins, Ex officio 


Handbook of Medical Library Practice Committee 


Janet Doe, Editor 

Mary Louise Marshall, Co-editor 
Isabelle T. Anderson 

Gertrude L. Annan 

Mildred R. Crowe 

Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham 
Marion F. Dondale 

Eleanor Fair 

Bertha B. Hallam 

M. Irene Jones 
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Mildred Jordan 
William D. Postell 
Wilma Troxel 
Mildred E. Walter 


Hospitality Committee 
Heath Babcock, Chairman 


International Cooperation Commillee 


Mrs. Eileen R. Cunninzham, Chai:man 
Mrs. Jacqueline W. Felter 

Robert T. Lentz 

Mrs. Sarah G. Mayer 


Membership C ommillee 


Esther Judkins, Chairman 
Mrs. Esther Goettling 
Helen M. Holt 

Audrey Kargas 

Anna P. Kennedy 

Clara A. Robeson 

‘Teresa ™, Sears 


Microcard Committee 


Charlotte E. Coffman, Chairman 
Elizabeth Johnson 
Robert T. Lentz 


Nominating Committee 


Clara S. Manson l year Chairman 
Gertrude L. Annan = 2 years 
Lilah B. Heck 3 years 


Organization Manual Committee 
Thomas P. Fleming, Chairman 


Frederick G. Kilgour 
William D. Postell 


Periodicals and Serial Publicutions Committee 


Harold Oatfield, Ph.D., Chairman 
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Bready 

Wesley Draper 

Gertrude G. Minsk 
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Personnel Survey Committee 


Mrs. Breed Robinson, Chairman 
Mrs. Simone C. Hurst 

Beatrice Marriott 

Clara Louise Meckel 

Hilda E. Moore 


Program and Entertainment Commitlee 


Marion F. Dondale, Chairman 
Janet Doe 

Sanford V. Larkey, M.D. 
William D. Postell 

Wilma Troxel 


Publications Committee 


Gertrude L. Annan, Chairman 

Estelle Brodman, Editor 

Mildred E. Blake, Associate Editor 

Allan Salant, Business Manager 

Charles C. Colby, ITI, Assistant Business Manager 


Special Publications Committee 


Gertrude L. Annan, Chairman 
Janet Doe | 
Mary Louise Marshall 


Standards for Medical Librarianship 


Marjorie J. Darrach, Chairman 
Margaret G. Palmer, Assistant Chairman 
Bertha B. Hallam 

Sanford V. Larkey, M.D. 

Wilma Troxel 

Louise C. Lage 


Subcommittee on Certification 
Bertha B. Hallam, Chairman 
Marion F. Dondale 1 year 
Isabelle T. Anderson 2 years 
E. Louise Williams 3 years 


Subcommittee on Curriculum 


Sanford V. Larkey, M.D., Chairman 
Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke 1 year 
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Mildred Jordan 2 years 
Scott Adams 3 years 


Subcommittee on Internship 


Wilma Troxel, Chairman 

Mildred R. Crowe 1 year 
William D. Postell 2 years 
Clara S. Manson 3 years 


Subcommittee on Recruitment 


Louise C. Lage, Chairman 
Mabel McLaughlin 1 year 
Robert B. Austin 2 years 
Louise Darling - 3 years 


Subject Headings for Atomic Energy Committee 


Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke, Chairman 
Mrs. Mabel D. Clark 

Mrs. Sarah G. Mayer 

Edith N. Rathbun 

Eileen J. Slaughter 

Janet Thomas 

MildredJE. Walter 


REPRESENTATIVES ON JOINT COMMITTEES 


American Documentation Institute 
Sanford V. Larkey, M.D. 


International Library Congress 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Chairman 
Janet Doe 
Sanford V. Larkey, M.D. 
Lt. Col. Frank B. Rogers, M.C. 
* Joint Committee on Library Education 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham 
Mary Louise Marshall, Member-at-large 
Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career 


Louise C. Lage 
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Joint Committee on Standards for Hospital Medical and Nursing School 
Libraries 


Charlotte Studer 


Joint Microcard Committee 
Charlotte E. Coffman 


Union List of Serials 


Kanardy L. Taylor 


U.S. Book Exchange 
Scott Adams 


Council National Library Associations 


Janet Doe 
L. Margueriete Prime 


1952 MEETING OF MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The next Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association will be held 
at Lake Placid, New York, at the end of June 1952. Miss Marion F. Dondale 
is Chairman of the Program Committee. 


MLA MIDWEST REGIONAL GROUP MEETING 


The Midwest Regional Group of the Medical Library Association will hold 
an all-day meeting at the Abbott Laboratories in North Chicago on October 6, 
1951. The program will be as follows: 

AM. 

10:00 A Company and iis Library, Miss Edith Joannes, Associate Librarian, 
Abbott Laboratories 

10:30 The Medical Library Association: Aims, Activities, and a Brief History, 
Miss Margueriete Prime, Librarian, American College of Surgeons 

11:00 Medical Librarianship, Mr. H. H. Henkle, Librarian, John Crerar 
Library 

11:30 International Medical Documentation: Present Status and Future Pros- 
pects, Miss Wilma Troxel, Librarian University of Illinois Library 
of Medical Sciences 


-. Lamch.... 


The Literature of Medicine: Recent Notable Additions, Miss G. G. 
Minsk, Librarian, University of Chicago Bio-Medical Libraries 
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Unusual Sources of Medical Information: Congresses, Festschrifts, 
Proceedings, House Organs, elc., Mrs. Edith Dernehl, Librarian, 
Marquette University School of Medicine 

A Program for Library Staff Development, Miss Louise Lage, Assistant 
Librarian, Lilly Research Laboratories 

Reference Function of the Medical Library, Mr. Thomas E. Keys, 
Librarian, Mayo Clinic 





News Items 


MR. POSTELL APPOINTED PROFESSOR 


Mr. William Postell has been named Professor of Medical Bibliography at 
Louisiana State University Medical School as of July 1, 1951. His book on 
The Care of Slaves on Southern Plantations is scheduled to be published by the 
Louisiana State University Press this fall. 


COLONEL McNINCH GIVEN AWARD 


Colonel Joseph H. McNinch is one of the alumni of the Colleges of Medicine 
and Dentistry, Ohio State University, who have been presented with Alumni 
Achievement Awards in recognition of outstanding contributions to their re- 
spective fields. These were the first such awards given by these colleges and they 
were presented at the dedication of the new health center at Ohio State Uni- 
versity on May i5, 1951. On June 12th Colonel McNinch received the degree 
Master of Public Health from the Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene 
and Public Health. At present Colonel McNinch is with the Far East Command. 


HENRY R. VIETS TO LECTURE AT UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
MEDICAL BRANCH 


Dr. Henry R. Viets has been appointed Lecturer in Neurology and in His- 
torical and Cultural Medicine at the University of Texas Medical Branch, 
Galveston. He expects to spend a week in Galveston each semester. 


SLA MEETING 


A number of members of the Medical Library Association attended the 
meeting of the Special Libraries Association in St. Paul, June 18th to 21st. 
Mrs. Florence A. Cooksley, Chairman of the Biological Sciences Division, 
presided at the meetings of that Division. Miss Marjorie Henderson, Miss 
Estelle Brodman, who is one of the Directors of SLA, and Mr. Karl A. Baer 
gave talks at various meetings. Miss Frida Pliefke, Hospitality Committee 
Chairman, had arranged many pleasant affairs for the Division. One of the 
high-lights was “Mayo Clinic Day” when the Biological Sciences, Hospital 
and Nursing, and Pharmaceutical librarians were entertained at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester; Mr. Thomas E. Keys arranged the meeting there. Miss 
Marjorie Henderson was elected Chairman of the Biological Sciences Division 
for the coming year. 
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AAAS MEETING, DECEMBER 1951 


The 118th Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science will be held in Philadelphia from December 26 through 31, 1951. It 
will include programs of all 18 of the Association’s sections and about 45 
participating societies. The subsection on Medicine will have a four-session 
symposium on abnormalities of lipid metabolism, with special reference to 
arteriosclerosis, December 29 and 30, plus a medical scientists’ dinner on De- 
cember 29. The Dentistry subsection will have three sessions, including a sym- 
posium on fluoridation as a public health measure on December 28 and 29. The 
Pharmacy subsection will have six sessions, on December 27 to 29. The Oak 
Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies will have a two-session symposium on radio- 
isotopes in medicine on December 28, and a series of lectures either December 
27 or 29. . 


MEDICAL SECTION OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


During the Annual Conference of the Library Association [British] in Edin- 
burgh in June 1951 the Medical Section planned visits to the Royal Medical 
Society (founded in 1737), to the Library of the Royal College of Edinburgh, 
and to the Library of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. On June 
6th at the Old College, South Bridge, Dr. L. W. Sharp spoke on The Edinburgh 
Medical School in the Eighteenth Century. The Medical Section had a joint 
weekend conference with the University and Research Section at Nottingham, 
September 14th to 16th. 


DENTAL LIBRARIANS 


Dental library practices, dental nomenclature, and subject headings were 
discussed at a meeting on June 25 at the central office of the American Dental 
Association in Chicago. Two proposed revisions of the Black Dental Classi- 
fication also were discussed by a group of twelve librarians during the morning 
of June 26. 

Attending the meeting were 24 librarians and library staff members represent- 
ing 19 dental schools, as well as members of the Bureau of Library and Index- 
ing Service and the Council on Dental Education of the Association, members 
of the Nomenclature Committee of the American Association of Orthodontists, 
and interested dentists. 

At a dinner meeting with an attendance of 46, the librarians had as their 
guest speaker S. I. Hayakawa, author of Language in Thought and Action and 
editor of Etc. 

The subject of his talk was “Science, Names and Knowledge.” 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE 


The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Association of the 
History of Medicine was held at the Johns Hopkins Institute of the History of 
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Medicine, Baltimore, May 3 to 5, 1951. On the first evening there was a program 
on Early American Medicine; on Friday a number of different papers were 
read, several of them by members of the Medical Library Association. A num- 
ber of members of M.L.A. attended one or more sessions of the meeting. 


NEW MEDICAL LIBRARIES FOR ISRAEL 


Announcement has been made of the forthcoming opening of two new medical 
libraries in Israel, the 20th and 21st branches respectively, of the Dr. Julius 
Jarcho Medical Libraries of the Jewish National and University Library. The 
first of these libraries was established in 1919 when Dr. Jarcho, New York 
obstetrician and gynecologist, learned that physicians in Palestine were without 
medical literature. He conceived of a series of medical branches of the Jewish 
National and University Library to be established throughout the country and 
during the past 32 years has given unstintingly of his personal and financial 
resources to further this objective. Today there are central libraries in Jerusa- 
lem, Tel-Aviv, Haifa, and Beersheba comparable to the best in the United 
States, and branches are widely scattered throughout the state. The new 
branches will be located at Beer Ya’aquov and Ra’anana. 


THOEDORE BLUM COLLECTION ACQUIRED BY N.Y.U. SCHOOL 
OF DENTISTRY 


New York University’s School of Dentistry recently announced the acquisi- 


tion of the Theodore Blum collection of 5000 books on dentistry. It is remark- 
able for early works, including Zene Artzneybuch, 1546, thought to be the 
earliest known specialized book on the subject. The alumni helped to buy the 
collection. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


Mr. Allan Salant became Librarian of the Health Center Library, Ohio 
State University, Columbus, Ohio, on July 16th. Mrs. Emiline Lopat is taking 
over Mr. Salant’s job at Columbia University Medical Library. 

Mr. Harold Oatfield has \eft the National Research Council to go to Chas. 
Pfizer & Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., as “literature chemist.” 

Miss Myri Ebert, formerly in charge of the Periodical Room at the New York 
Academy of Medicine, became Assistant to the Librarian (Miss Helen Bayne) 
at the School of Medicine, New York University, as of July 1st. 

Miss Ruth E. Harlamert, formerly Librarian at King County Medical Society 
Library in Seattle, is now Assistant Librarian at Tulane University School of 
Medicine. 

Miss Clara Heck has resigned from the University of California Medical 
School Library and has gone to Germany with the Army. She will be in a 
library in Germany or Austria. She is looking forward to spending next Christ- 
mas in England and to traveling in Denmark. 
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Miss Flora Herman, in September, went to the University of Tennessee Col- 
lege of Medicine Library in Memphis as Library Assistant. She had been an 
interne at the Tulane University School of Medicine. 

Mrs. Ingrid Voss is now Librarian of the U. S. Marine Hospital, Staten 
Island, New York. 

Miss Charlotte Studer, formerly at the Michael Reese Hospital School of 
Nursing Library, is Librarian of the Miles Laboratories. 

Miss Helen L. Zanes (Pratt ’29) is now an indexer for Q.C.J.M. 








Book Reviews and Journal Notes 


Gnup1, M. T. anp WEBSTER, J. P. The Life and Times of Gaspare Tagliacozzi, 
Surgeon of Bologna, 1545-1599. With a Documented Study of the Scientific and 
Cultural Life of Bologna in the Sixteenth Century. Preface by Arturo Castig- 
lioni. New York, Herbert Reichner, 1950. xxii + 538 pages, illus. $15.00. 
Gaspare Tagliacozzi of Bologna is regarded as the founder of plastic surgery; 

his treatise De Curtorum Chirurgia Per Instilionem (Venice, 1597) is the first 
great literary monument in that area of human achievement. In the handsome 
volume now under review, Doctors Martha T. Gnudi and Jerome P. Webster 
offer a meticulously detailed biography of Tagliacozzi, a consideration of his 
social and intellectual background, and an account of the development of plas- 
tic surgery up to the present time. The book is based on extensive first-hand 
study of original sources, and conforms in all respects to the highest standards 
of modern scholarship. 

Even in its most generalized outlines, the history of plastic surgery is in- 
teresting and instructive, especially to those who concern themselves with 
problems of cultural transmission. It is well established that plastic operations 
were practised in India in ancient times and that they continued to be performed 
there in more recent times by the hereditary caste of potters. It is believed that 
the Nestorians and Persians mediated the transfer of the art to the West. 
Here the chain of recorded or reconstructed history breaks. It resumes in the 
fifteenth century; in that era the obscure Branca family of Sicily practised the 
repair of facial mutilations. Other practitioners were von Pfolspeundt (1460) 
and the Vianeo or Bojano family of Calabria (saec. xvi). The illustrious Giulio 
Cesare Aranzio, professor of surgery and anatomy at Bologna, taught rhino- 
plasty and most probably was the direct inspirer of Tagliacozzi. 

The monumental contribution of Tagliacozzi was embodied in the De Cur- 
torum Chirurgia. The original authorized edition of this imposing treatise con- 
tains 189 folio pages of text plus 47 pages of illustrations, plus laudations, 
prefaces, and indices. Neither this book nor the considerable reputation of its 
author sufficed to launch a surviving tradition. Within a few years of Taglia- 
cozzi’s death his achievement was buried under a stratum of mi: nderstanding 
and false theory. 

A principal impediment to progress was the curious doctrine of sympathetic 
medicine. Plastic surgery virtually ceased to exist in the Western world. The 
art appears to have been revived at the end of the eighteenth century, in part 
through the work of Chopart and in part through influences emanating from 
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India. Having survived rebirth, it has now grown to adulthood and full recog- 
nition. 

In its developmental career the art of plastic surgery can be compared with 
any of a thousand arts or crafts, but there is at least one other aspect of the 
Tagliacotian oeuvre which merits consideration from a special point of view. 
This is what may be called the social aspect. Who were Tagliacozzi’s patients? 
What environmental conditions acting upon them created the need for an art 
of plastic surgery? For the solution of this problem the available materials 
afford little more than stray hints. One patient was a knight of Malta who had 
suffered an injury of the nose while engaged in single combat. A Captain 
Flaminio Ringhiera was assaulted at night in the streets of Bologna. Don Vir- 
ginio Orsini was wounded in the hand by an arquebus while fighting against 
the Turks in Hungary. It becomes clear from such bits of evidence as these that 
the work of Tagliacozzi was developed against a background of civil and 
military violence, referable in part to the political disturbances of the time. 

We may contrast Tagliacozzi’s background with that of any other surgeon, 
for example Lister. Lister’s patients included: a moulder in an iron foundry; a 
ten-year-old boy who worked in a turner’s factory; a boy of seven who was run 
over by a bus; a boy of thirteen who was injured by a centrifugal steam gover- 
nor; another boy of thirteen whose arm was entangled in a machine. The surgi- 
cal needs arose from the industrial background of Victorian England and cannot 
be fully understood apart from it. 

The story of Tagliacozzi and its sequel has been set forth in full panoply of 
detail in the book by Doctors Gnudi and Webster. The well-printed text is 
illuminated by appropriate initial letters drawn by Ivan Summers, and is 
prefaced by a few magisterial pages from the pen of Arturo Castiglioni. There 
is in addition a rich addendum of supplementary material, which includes 
twenty-two plates reproduced from the De Curtorum Chirurgia, as well as the 
text of Tagliacozzi’s Book II in the translation of Alexander Read, also some 
sixty-six pages of documents, and a full bibliography. 

The achievement of Doctors Gnudi and Webster has the quality, scope, and 
interest of a classic, and should at once assume the rank of a definitive history. 

SAUL JARcHO, M.D. 


GLoyYNE, S. RoopHouse. John Hunter. Baltimore, Williams and Wilkins, 1950. 

104 p. illus. $3.50. 

“One of the best ways of broadening our minds,” once wrote Professor A. E. 
Heath, “and clearing ourselves of local limitations and prejudices, is travel in 
space. Travel in time is equally effective, and cheaper. It takes us out of our 
narrow setting and restores our sense of proportion by confronting our parochi- 
alisms with those of other peoples and periods.” Such a trip, both pleasant and 
instructive, may be freely taken by the reader of this small book. 
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Some men, born into competitive times, are forced into relative obscurity 
by the brilliance of their contemporaries; John Hunter came into an age of 
political, literary, and scientific giants and yet shone throughout his active 
life as a star of first magnitude. Born on the brim of the Industrial Revolution, 
this fascinating Scotsman, an eighteenth century blend of Hirophilus and 
Erasistratus, lived with Buffon and Bonnet, Lamarck and Linnaeus, Priestly 
and Spallanzani (and the insufferable Haller) and stood alongside or above them 
all. 

Dr. Gloyne’s book is a welcome addition to the growing list of writings on the 
Hunter brothers and their place in history, for it augments rather than repro- 
duces other efforts along the same line, and is as successful as a work of this 
length could be in carrying out its author’s intent, as stated in the preface, to 
tell the story of John Hunter against the background of his times. The work is 
divided into eleven short (bed-time length) chapters, including an epilogue 
devoted, appropriately enough, to William Clift. 

In the first part of the book Johnson’s England is briefly sketched, after 
which the reader is taken to Long Calderwood—the place of Hunter’s birth— 
and the pertinent points of his boyhood are given, so far as they are known. 

All too quickly one is back in London where the twenty-year-old John has 
joined his elder brother, William. Poor in formal education, the young man 
immediately plunges into his program of self-education in all things pertaining 
to Nature—a discipline he never for a moment relinquishes throughout his 
life. Here in London are developed his associations with the “resurrection 
men,” as well as the brothers’ quarrels with the Monros of Edinburgh and 
with each other. 

Off to the wars as a military surgeon, Hunter takes advantage of this new 
opportunity to observe and experiment, record and reflect, and forms in his 
mind the groundwork for his magnum opus to be published some thirty years 
later. Upon returning to peace-time life, he finds, like so many of his successors 
in later centuries, that his place (as demonstrator in anatomy at the Covent 
Garden School) has been given to another. Thus the young military surgeon is 
thrust into a series of successful ventures involving marriage, private practice, 
and teaching—all the while keeping up his broad interests in the form and 
function of all things living, this in great measure through the bonds of a deep 
and abiding friendship with a young student and colleague, Edward Jenner of 
smallpox vaccination fame. 

Next Hunter’s efforts as an author and publisher are briefly discussed. That 
he lacked a classical upbringing did little to discourage a man of Hunter’s 
temperament and fortitude; indeed, it would seem that—perhaps defensively— 
he developed for it a measure of scorn as evidenced by a sentence which appears 
in a letter: “I am not anxious about my children. . . . I would rather make them 
feel one moral virtue than read libraries of all the dead and living languages.” 
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The main section of the book ends with a short review of the last days of 
Hunter and the dramatic circumstances of his death. Following the epilogue 
previously mentioned, the book closes with a selected bibliography and a useful 
index. The format of the book is good and the sixteen well-chosen illustrations 
are well reproduced. This is especially true of the frontispiece—a splendid color 
reproduction of the portrait of Hunter executed by his friend and neighbor, 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, from which so many other and poorer copies have been 
made. 

It was particularly interesting for this reader to discover that here again was 
an example of a man who, like his predecessor Harvey, had shown immense 
disdain for authoritarianism and, in part because of this attitude, had advanced 
science far, and yet had—again like Harvey—missed at least one great discovery 
(in this case the significance of red blood cells in respiration) by an unbecoming 
intolerance for the labors of others. 

In any event, everyone interested in the history of science and medicine 
(along with the Hunterian scholar) will enjoy this retelling of the life and times 
of the Scotch genius who, through his indefatigable labors, almost single- 
handedly turned anatomy and surgery from its obsequious and myopic search 
into the past toward an enlightened future of purposeful exploration into the 
unknown of the natural world. 

RoLanp H. ALDEN, Pu.D. 


German Aviation Medicine, World War II. Prepared under the auspices of the 
Surgeon General, United States Air Forces. Washington, Government print- 
ing office, 1950, 2 Vols., $8.50. 

With the onset of World War II, it quickly became apparent that there were 
many gaps in our knowledge in the United States in the field of aviation medi- 
cine. This situation existed in spite of the devoted research over a period of 
several years of a small group of investigators in this country. The war brought 
out new problems pertaining to the effects of oxygen lack, acceleration, de- 
compression, and many other stresses of aviation upon human personnel. Re- 
search and development in aviation medicine were quickly organized and 
brought to a high state of organization. A part of this gigantic effort was the 
assembly and analysis of the large literature, especially from Germany, in this 
subject. As the war drew to a close, American interest in the accomplishments 
of German aviation medicine was heightened as it became clear that direct, 
first-hand information would become available. To secure available information 
of aeromedical value, special teams of flight surgeons and other experts were 
organized by the United States Air Forces in Europe and these teams visited 
nearly every university, laboratory, and military installation where aeromedical 
research in Germany had been conducted during the war. These experts soon 
saw that by their method of interview and collection of data much had been 
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missed or reported only in fragmentary form; for example, the German scien- 
tists were unable in the course of such interviews to set forth from memory in 
an adequate way their war-time researches and developments in aviation 
medicine. 

The inadequacies of this situation led to the formation in November 1945 at 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in Heidelberg, under the supervision of the United 
States Air Force, of an Aeromedical Center which was staffed by selected Ger- 
man scientists who continued certain laboratory investigations and who as- 
sisted in reviewing and analyzing the many hundreds of German aeromedical 
documents which had come into American hands. In February of 1946 a 
plan was initiated under Major General Malcolm C. Grow, first Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the United States Air Force, to compile outstanding German wo-k in 
aviation medicine to be published in the United States. The present two- 
volume work is the outcome of this farsighted plan and comprises the con- 
tributions of fifty-six authors, each a specialist in his own facet of aviation 
medicine. In scope, the two volumes comprehensively cover the field including 
organizational aspects, aerodynamics, anoxia and pressure problems at high 
altitudes, acceleration, vibration, heat and cold, visual and other sensory prob- 
lems, selection, training and care of flight personnel, blast, rescue problems, 
and the effects of aerial warfare on the civil population. As to coverage, the 
volumes are concerned primarily with the reporting of the German studies but 
include, however, some correlation with investigations carried out elsewhere. 

Research workers, flight surgeons, and aeronautical engineers will welcome 
this two-volume study of German aviation medicine in World War II not only 
as a history and extraordinarily lucid account of an important phase of medical 
progress in World War II, but also as a guide and valuable sourcebook in 
projecting future work. The preparation of these volumes has involved an 
immense amount of labor on the part of the authors themselves, the translators, 
and those who carried out the painstaking editorial tasks involved. We are 
indebted to all these for a work that will be of genuine assistance in future 
research directed towards procuring and insuring the safety and effectiveness 
of those who fly. 

Esse Curtis Horr, Pu.D., M.D. 


Warte, FrRepertcK C. History of the New England Female Medical Ccllege. 

Boston, Boston University School of Medicine, 1950. 132 p. 

Dr. Waite has published many informative and accurate books and articles 
on the history of medical and dental education. This volume tells the story of 
the New England Female Medical College of Boston, 1848-1874, a project that 
followed an attempt to found a school for midwives and the agitation for equal 
rights for women. Samuel Gregory, the founder, was attracted by novel doc- 
trines and at that period medical education for women was such a vagary. 
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For centuries women in labor were attended by midwives, and physicians 
who assumed that function were scornfully called men midwives. Physicians 
strenuously opposed the entrance of women into the profession. Accordingly 
when Gregory opened the College he had great difficulty in obtaining not only 
teachers, but also trustees and other personnel. 

Facilities for teaching were meager and instruction was fragmentary. Until 
1852 there were only two teachers. Sessions were held twice a year and lasted 
twelve weeks. On several occasions the institution was subjected to reorganiza- 
tion. Dr. Waite has elicited and recorded the changes in location, proposals for 
merger, alterations in schedule, dissension among trustees, application for 
state aid, and additions to the faculty. One of the chief reasons for contention 
involved Gregory the secretary, but he continued to hold his job until his death 
in 1872. During the years 1848 to 1874, over 280 women attended sessions, 98 
of whom were granted the M.D. degree, one of the women being a negress. 

The school suffered from chronic financial embarrassment, until in 1872 the 
situation became acute. As a result of a fire in the business district of Boston, 
many benefactors of the College sustained heavy losses and union with Harvard 
Medical School and New England Hospital for Women and Children was con- 
sidered. Coalition was finally effected with the coeducational homeopathic 
medical college of Boston University in 1874. 

The Arabs supplied medical instruction for women and even the blind, and 
the School of Salerno may have afforded training for Trotula. With these 
exceptions, the New England Female Medical College was the first institution to 
provide medical education for women. Its activities did much to break down 
the barriers of prejudice that prevented women from practicing medicine. 

Dr. Waite has again utilized his days of retirement to collect in book form 
documentary information that awards to a pioneer medical school a priority 
not previously recognized. The immense amount of travel, research, and writing 
deserves appreciation and support. It is hoped that the brilliance of his faculties 
in furnishing scholars with these sources of historical facts may remain un- 
dimmed for many years, and furthermore that his enthusiasm for sharing his 


knowledge with readers will continue unabated. 
Howarp Dirrrickx, M.D. 


Lyte, H. WitLoucHBy. An Addendum t» King’s and Some King’s Men (Lon- 
don); Being an Added Record of King’s College Hospital Medical School to 
5 July 1948. New York, Oxford University Press, 1951. 211 p. $6.00. 
Willoughby Lyle’s book An Addendum to King’s and Some King’s Men, 
a history of Old King’s College Hospital, London, England, is written in a 
most interesting manner. 
The biographical sketches are written with feeling and clarity. The biographi- 
cal sketch of Sister Katharine Monk, the first Matron of the Hospital, is par- 
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ticularly good and the quotations from the booklet compiled by Miss Monk 
should, in the reviewer’s opinion, be in the hands of every nurse at graduation 
because of the high ideals contained therein. 

One cannot read this history of the development of the many departments 
of the hospital without being struck with the fact that many of our hospital 
services, considered so modern, have in reality been practised for about one 
half a century. 

One cannot help but share the regret of the author that an organization 
such as King’s College Hospital, having such an illustrious list of benefactors 
and members of staff, should lose its personality in Government organization. 

CarL E. Hooxincs, M.D. 


Prime, L. MARGUERIETE: Medical library attains fresh recognition. Hospital 

Topics & Buyer’s Guide 29: 23-24, April 1951. 

The medical library is one of the oldest departments of the hospital. While 
always an integral part of the hospital, the recent trends toward graduate 
medical training have reemphasized the value and need of adequate library 
facilities and personnel. The type of hospital, its teaching program, its clinical 
services, its proximity to a large medical library are factors determining the 
extent of the library’s collection. The basic collection, if supplemented by a 
nearby research collection, must have at least the periodical files and major 
references of the last decade in the specialities serviced by the hospital. 

Standards for the hospital library as a teaching and research service have 
been set up by the American College of Surgeons and the American Medical 
Association. The minimum standards of the former agency describe the con- 
tents of the collection, the provisions for housing the library, the extension 
facilities available to the staff, the function of the committee on the library, 
and the library personnel. 

The personnel of the hospital library should include a qualified medical 
librarian adequately trained in librarianship with supplementary training in 
medical bibliography. Such an individual can guarantee the optimum use of the 
library’s resources, can contribute to the training of the interne and resident 
staff, and can keep the medical staff abreast of the latest developments in its 


field of interest. 
GERTRUDE G. MINSK 





Obituary 


GEORGE DOCK, M.D. 
1860-1951 


Dr. George Dock, Honorary Member of the Medical Library Association, 
died of pneumonia on May 31, 1951, at Las Encinas, Pasadena, California. 
He was ninety-one years old. 

Dr. Dock received the degree of Doctor in Medicine in 1884 at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. Shortly afterwards, he went to Europe to do clinical 
and laboratory research in pathology, bacteriology, and other fields. Provided 
with acquired new laboratory diagnostic techniques, he returned to the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania to become Assistant Pathologist under his teacher, 
Dr. William Osler. His skill caused Dr. Osler to speak of him as ‘a man who 
knows more about clinical procedures than anyone in the United States.” 

A long successful career of teaching followed, with professorships in four 
leading medical schools: University of Texas, 1888 to 1891; University cf 
Michigan, 1891 to 1908; Tulane University, 1908 to 1910; Washington Univer- 
sity, St. Louis, 1910 to 1922. During his stay at St. Louis, he served both as 
Dean of the School and as Professor of Medicine. He was one of the first full- 
time Professors of Medicine in the United States. 

In 1922 Dr. Dock came to California and made his home at Altadena. He 
devoted himself largely to private practice, specializing in Internal Medicine. 
He became a member of the Board of Trustees of the University of Southern 
California, and Honorary Professor of Medicine in the School. He lectured oc- 
casionally at Stanford (where he held a post of Professor of Tropical Medicine). 
In 1895 he received an honorary A.M. degree from Harvard; in 1904, the Sc.D. 
from the University of Pennsylvania, and in 1936, the LL.D. from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. In May 1944 the American Medical Association 
conferred upon him its Distinguished Service Medal and Award. 

Dr. Dock was a member of numerous medical societies: The American Medi- 
cal Association, The Los Angeles County Medical Association, The California 
Medical Association, The American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, etc. 

At the dawn of the era of modern medicine, Dr. Dock played an important 
role in the attainment of new ideals. A fighter by nature, he never ceased to 
investigate and demonstrate until his point was proved. His contributions to 
medicine consist of the numerous articles he wrote between 1888 and 1949, 
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chapters in many textbooks of medicine, and a book on hookworm disease in 
collaboration with Dr. Charles C. Bass. 4 
Dr. Dock was President of the Medical Library Association from 1906 to 
1909. From the beginning of his medical studies, he was keenly interested in 
medical libraries. He knew and understood library problems, and did much to 
promote and support the profession. A man of erudition, he was possessed of a 
vast knowledge of medical and non-medical books, authors and libraries of the 
whole world. Those who had the privilege of personal contact with him will 
retain his respected memory as that of the great physician, the great educator, 
and the great humanist he was throughout his rich life. 
SUZANNE C. FALLOT 
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